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With over 630 striking color photos and illustrations this Chinese art guide
focuses on the rich tapestry of symbolism which makes up the basis of
traditional Chinese art.

Chinese Art: A Guide to Motifs and Visual Imagery includes detailed
commentary and historical background information for the images that
continuously reappear in the arts of China, including specific plants and animals,
religious beings, mortals and inanimate objects. The book thoroughly illuminates
the origins, common usages and diverse applications of popular Chinese symbols
in a tone that is both engaging and authoritative.

Chinese Art: A Guide to Motifs and Visual Imagery is an essential reference for
collectors, museum-goers, guides, students and anyone else with a serious
interest in the culture and history of China.
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With over 630 striking color photos and illustrations this Chinese art guide focuses on the rich
tapestry of symbolism which makes up the basis of traditional Chinese art.

Chinese Art: A Guide to Motifs and Visual Imagery includes detailed commentary and historical background
information for the images that continuously reappear in the arts of China, including specific plants and
animals, religious beings, mortals and inanimate objects. The book thoroughly illuminates the origins,
common usages and diverse applications of popular Chinese symbols in a tone that is both engaging and
authoritative.

Chinese Art: A Guide to Motifs and Visual Imagery is an essential reference for collectors, museum-goers,
guides, students and anyone else with a serious interest in the culture and history of China.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This splendid, descriptive guide to the motifs and imagery of Chinese art will be valuable to scholars and
students of all things visually Chinese."—CHOICE

"[A]n intelligent yet friendly text by an extremely well-informed and generous author and the result is a book
which will be a valued addition to the libraries of all who are interested in Chinese art."—Arts of Asia

"An ideal keepsake for collectors and art lovers, Chinese Art explores meanings behind the plethora of
common motifs and symbols found in all sorts of Chinese art."—The Nation

"Patricia Welch's Chinese Art is the Rosetta Stone for students of Chinese symbology."—Singapore
American Newspaper

From the Inside Flap
This book contains the meanings behind the hundreds of common motifs and symbols found in all forms of
Chinese art, exposing their linguistic, metaphoric or historic origins, common usages, and diverse
applications. Plants, flowers, real and imaginary animals and birds, reptiles, fish and amphibians, colors,
numbers, and a myriad of inanimate images and personages communicate auspicious and benevolent
messages in the Chinese vocabulary of decorative art. Many of the symbols are easily recognizable, and
thanks to China's love of the past, reappear almost continuously.

A perfect reference for collectors, museum-goers, docents, students of Chinese art, and anyone else with a
serious interest in the culture and history of China, the book includes both Chinese and Pinyin text, over 630
illustrations (including references to on-line collections), an extensive index in both Chinese and English, a
bibliography, and a list of recommended museums and other places to visit with interesting collections of
Chinese art.

About the Author

Patricia Bjaaland Welch is a former lecturer in Chinese philosophy and art at Boston University. She is a
frequent lecturer on subjects relating to Chinese art and history, and currently resides in Singapore.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Marcus:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider whenever those
information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take Chinese Art: A Guide to Motifs and Visual Imagery as the daily



resource information.

Maurice Neely:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a reserve. The book Chinese Art: A Guide to Motifs and Visual Imagery it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but
this book has high quality.

Jacqueline Kellett:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Chinese Art: A Guide to Motifs and
Visual Imagery, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified
as reading friends.

Lesley Dwyer:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but novel and Chinese Art: A Guide to Motifs and Visual
Imagery or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes Chinese Art: A Guide to Motifs and Visual Imagery to make your spare time far more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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