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Foucault and Fiction develops a unique approach to thinking about the power of
literature by drawing upon the often neglected concept of experience in
Foucault's work.

For Foucault, an ‘experience book' is a book which transforms our experience by
acting on us in a direct and unsettling way. Timothy O'Leary develops and
applies this concept to literary texts. Starting from the premise that works of
literature are capable of having a profound effect on their audiences, he suggests
a way of understanding how these effects are produced. Offering extended
analyses of Irish writers such as Swift, Joyce, Beckett, Friel and Heaney, O'Leary
draws on Foucault's concept of experience as well as the work of Dewey,
Gadamer, and Deleuze and Guattari. Combining these resources, he proposes a
new approach to the ethics of literature. Of interest to readers in both philosophy
and literary studies, this book offers new insights into Foucault's mature
philosophy and an improved understanding of what it is to read and be affected
by a work of fiction.
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Foucault and Fiction develops a unique approach to thinking about the power of literature by drawing upon
the often neglected concept of experience in Foucault's work.

For Foucault, an ‘experience book' is a book which transforms our experience by acting on us in a direct and
unsettling way. Timothy O'Leary develops and applies this concept to literary texts. Starting from the
premise that works of literature are capable of having a profound effect on their audiences, he suggests a way
of understanding how these effects are produced. Offering extended analyses of Irish writers such as Swift,
Joyce, Beckett, Friel and Heaney, O'Leary draws on Foucault's concept of experience as well as the work of
Dewey, Gadamer, and Deleuze and Guattari. Combining these resources, he proposes a new approach to the
ethics of literature. Of interest to readers in both philosophy and literary studies, this book offers new
insights into Foucault's mature philosophy and an improved understanding of what it is to read and be
affected by a work of fiction.
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Editorial Review

Review
"An insightful exegesis of an ethics of fiction, an art that transforms readers' experience of the world by
daring them to think differently... Foucault and Fiction demonstrates from the outset that O'Leary is deeply
familiar with Foucault's work on literature, experience and ethics, and perceptively links the transformative
effects of literature with ethical practices of the self... I highly recommend this book for readers interested in
the work of Michel Foucault, literature theory and/or Irish literature. But I also endorse this book for those
fascinated with how reading catalyses a?transformative? experience, an experience that can change your
world in one, shocking or arresting? moment or gradually, through the passing of time. Foucault and Fiction
is pleasurable to read and astute in its use of philosophy, literature theory and reception studies. It is an
integral text for anyone struggling to reconcile how art, ethics and politics merge in the transformative
potential of literature" (Foucault Studies, February 2010) "Looking at literature in relation to experience and
ethics, O'Leary ponders whether a novel, a poem, or a play can really make someone think differently about
things, and if so, how it does. He takes a model of ethics from French philosopher Michel Foucault (1926-
84). Among his topics are literature, experience, and ethics; the ungoverned tongue in Seamus Heaney;
Foucault's turn from literature; language, culture, and confusion in Brian Friel; Foucault's concept of
experience; James Joyce remaking experience; the experimental subjects of Swift and Beckett; and ethics
and fiction." (Eithne O'Leyne, BOOK NEWS, Inc.)"

About the Author
Timothy O'Leary is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at the University of Hong Kong. He has spent several
years working in the Foucault Archives and has published on Foucault, aesthetics and literature. He is the
author of Foucault and the Art of Ethics (Continuum 2006).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Pisano:

The e-book untitled Foucault and Fiction: The Experience Book (Continuum Literary Studies) is the reserve
that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The
language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was
did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Foucault and Fiction: The Experience Book (Continuum
Literary Studies) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Patrick Vanmeter:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get lot of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is



Foucault and Fiction: The Experience Book (Continuum Literary Studies).

Matthew McDaniel:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need
more time to be examine. Foucault and Fiction: The Experience Book (Continuum Literary Studies) can be
your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Livia Wilder:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Foucault and Fiction: The Experience Book (Continuum Literary Studies)
this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book
ideal all of you.
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