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D. R. SarDesai presents the history of India in its entire civilizational depth.
Using an Indiacentric approach, (as opposed to the Eurocentric or Anglocentric)
the book covers the process of change in India through the centuries affecting
different segments of the society, including the subalterns. He deals with the
sweep of traditional Indian history as well as with the post-independence events,
judicially balancing narrative and analysis in the conceptual framework of
postcolonial and postmodernist approaches. This is the first major survey which
deals with the entire Indian history along the lines of tradition and modernity
instead of the old and largely inapplicable divisions of ancient, medieval and
modern time frames. In adopting such a periodization, the book supports what is
followed by most instructors in their courses on India.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This comprehensive history of India does it all, covering geography, religion, politics, economics, times of
Mughal rule and British colonialism, as well a chronicle of India since independence up to the present.
SarDesai has created an indispensable resource for understanding the complexity of India, past, present, and
future.”
—Christopher Key Chapple, Doshi Professor of Indic and Comparative Theology, Loyola Marymount
University, Los Angeles

“SarDesai offers a comprehensive history of India based on a lifetime of intimate and deep study … An
authoritative guide backed by SarDesai’s deep and exhaustive knowledge of the sources … the volume’s
great strength is its comprehensiveness, its readability, and … it goes the extra step of explaining concepts
and terms that make it a very valuable guide to those coming to this rich subject for the first time … This
book is the most sophisticated and erudite history of India penned by an Indian scholar.”
—Roger D. Long, Professor of History, Eastern Michigan University

About the Author

D. R. SarDesai is former Chairperson of South and Southeast Asian Studies and the first holder of the Doshi
Chair in Indian History at the University of California, Los Angeles. He is the author of Southeast Asia: Past
and Present 5th Edition (Westview Press, 2003). He is also the recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award
from the Yadunandan Center for India Studies for his caring and distinguished work in South and Southeast
Asian studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Aimee Nguyen:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled India: The Definitive History. Try to face the book India: The
Definitive History as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make
new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Elizabeth Talbot:

Within other case, little persons like to read book India: The Definitive History. You can choose the best



book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book India: The Definitive
History. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book
or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to
the library. Let's go through.

David George:

Beside this particular India: The Definitive History in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close
to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have India: The Definitive History because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in
the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Tammie Turman:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This India: The Definitive History can be the
answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in
this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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