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Mainstream media and film theory are based on the ways that media technologies
operate in Europe and the United States. In this groundbreaking work, Brian
Larkin provides a history and ethnography of media in Nigeria, asking what
media theory looks like when Nigeria rather than a European nation or the United
States is taken as the starting point. Concentrating on the Muslim city of Kano in
the north of Nigeria, Larkin charts how the material qualities of technologies and
the cultural ambitions they represent feed into the everyday experiences of urban
Nigeria.

Media technologies were introduced to Nigeria by colonial regimes as part of an
attempt to shape political subjects and create modern, urban Africans. Larkin
considers the introduction of media along with electric plants and railroads as
part of the wider infrastructural project of colonial and postcolonial urbanism.
Focusing on radio networks, mobile cinema units, and the building of cinema
theaters, he argues that what media come to be in Kano is the outcome of
technology’s encounter with the social formations of northern Nigeria and with
norms shaped by colonialism, postcolonial nationalism, and Islam. Larkin
examines how media technologies produce the modes of leisure and cultural
forms of urban Africa by analyzing the circulation of Hindi films to Muslim
Nigeria, the leisure practices of Hausa cinemagoers in Kano, and the dynamic
emergence of Nigerian video films. His analysis highlights the diverse,
unexpected media forms and practices that thrive in urban Africa. Signal and
Noise brings anthropology and media together in an original analysis of media’s
place in urban life.
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Mainstream media and film theory are based on the ways that media technologies operate in Europe and the
United States. In this groundbreaking work, Brian Larkin provides a history and ethnography of media in
Nigeria, asking what media theory looks like when Nigeria rather than a European nation or the United
States is taken as the starting point. Concentrating on the Muslim city of Kano in the north of Nigeria, Larkin
charts how the material qualities of technologies and the cultural ambitions they represent feed into the
everyday experiences of urban Nigeria.

Media technologies were introduced to Nigeria by colonial regimes as part of an attempt to shape political
subjects and create modern, urban Africans. Larkin considers the introduction of media along with electric
plants and railroads as part of the wider infrastructural project of colonial and postcolonial urbanism.
Focusing on radio networks, mobile cinema units, and the building of cinema theaters, he argues that what
media come to be in Kano is the outcome of technology’s encounter with the social formations of northern
Nigeria and with norms shaped by colonialism, postcolonial nationalism, and Islam. Larkin examines how
media technologies produce the modes of leisure and cultural forms of urban Africa by analyzing the
circulation of Hindi films to Muslim Nigeria, the leisure practices of Hausa cinemagoers in Kano, and the
dynamic emergence of Nigerian video films. His analysis highlights the diverse, unexpected media forms
and practices that thrive in urban Africa. Signal and Noise brings anthropology and media together in an
original analysis of media’s place in urban life.
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Editorial Review

Review

“[A]n impressive study. . . . The study represents a door-opener into a wider analysis of the ways in which
various parts of the urban society, from colonial times until most recently, negotiate technical and economic
changes, create meaning, develop modes of coping and resistance and local cultural styles beyond a simple
adaptation to new technological projects.” - Tilo Grätz, Social Anthropology

“This insightful, highly stimulating, and well-written book examines how media technologies entered into
20th century northern Nigeria society, and how their initial association with colonial rule, and also their
material qualities and the cultural possibilities they enabled, transformed public and social life in sometimes
unexpected ways. . . . [A] highly innovative study of colonial and postcolonial urban culture in Africa. It also
makes it a highly welcome contribution to scholarship on modernity and postcoloniality, on media and
public culture, and to analyses of global media forms and consumption. It will fascinate a wide range of
readers, granting stimulating analytical insights into the place of media in urban life.” - Dorothea E. Schulz,
American Ethnologist

“With considerable analytical power, Larkin explains how to locate cultural texts in an urban space,
understand the leisure of social bonding, connect the household into powerful structures of capital and state,
and relate technologies of radio and electricity to the political order and the critique of the state and political
holders. Recommended. General collections, graduate students, faculty.” - T. Falola, Choice

“Larkin’s work is impressive in its theoretical and analytical depth, rich empirical details, and astute
observations and summaries about cinema and modernity in urban Nigeria. This work is as much a
development communication project as it is an anthropological study or a cinema studies project. . . . [T]he
book makes excellent reading for students and scholars in a series of disciplines and sub-disciplines,
including international and development communication.” - Sujatha Sosale, Global Media Journal

“Larkin has developed a richly researched study of media cultures in Nigeria. Equipped with language skills
and a nuanced understanding of local Muslim religious practices and traditions, Larkin offers a vivid account
of the emergence of modern Nigerian media infrastructures. . . . Signal and Noise inspires new ways of
thinking about what media technologies are, how they have emerged in different ways in different parts of
the world, and how local and national Nigerian actors have contended with the forces of the global media
economy.” - Lisa Parks, Cinema Journal

“A true intellectual tour de force, Signal and Noise should have a major impact on the way we understand
Africa in the contemporary period.”
- Kenneth W. Harrow, African Studies Review



“This eagerly anticipated book is a wonderful contribution to several fields: media studies, cultural studies,
African studies, anthropology, and analyses of globalization. Brian Larkin writes with eloquence and
passion, and he compels us to rethink our assumptions about the work of transnational media and the
formation of identity.”—Purnima Mankekar, author of Screening Culture, Viewing Politics: An
Ethnography of Television, Womanhood, and Nation in Postcolonial India

“This thoughtful, scholarly, and original book links the transnational traffic of media forms to the logics of
the colonial state and to the vulnerabilities of large cities in Africa. It will provoke new thinking among
Africanists, urbanists, anthropologists, and all students of globalizing media processes. Brian Larkin is a
major new voice in the study of media as lived infrastructure in a world of uneven connectivity.”—Arjun
Appadurai, author of Fear of Small Numbers: An Essay on the Geography of Anger

“[A]n impressive study. . . . The study represents a door-opener into a wider analysis of the ways in which
various parts of the urban society, from colonial times until most recently, negotiate technical and economic
changes, create meaning, develop modes of coping and resistance and local cultural styles beyond a simple
adaptation to new technological projects.”
(Tilo Grätz Social Anthropology)

“A true intellectual tour de force, Signal and Noise should have a major impact on the way we understand
Africa in the contemporary period.”
(Kenneth W. Harrow African Studies Review)

“Larkin has developed a richly researched study of media cultures in Nigeria. Equipped with language skills
and a nuanced understanding of local Muslim religious practices and traditions, Larkin offers a vivid account
of the emergence of modern Nigerian media infrastructures. . . . Signal and Noise inspires new ways of
thinking about what media technologies are, how they have emerged in different ways in different parts of
the world, and how local and national Nigerian actors have contended with the forces of the global media
economy.”
(Lisa Parks Cinema Journal)

“Larkin’s work is impressive in its theoretical and analytical depth, rich empirical details, and astute
observations and summaries about cinema and modernity in urban Nigeria. This work is as much a
development communication project as it is an anthropological study or a cinema studies project. . . . [T]he
book makes excellent reading for students and scholars in a series of disciplines and sub-disciplines,
including international and development communication.”
(Sujatha Sosale Global Media Journal)

“With considerable analytical power, Larkin explains how to locate cultural texts in an urban space,
understand the leisure of social bonding, connect the household into powerful structures of capital and state,
and relate technologies of radio and electricity to the political order and the critique of the state and political
holders. Recommended. General collections, graduate students, faculty.”
(T. Falola Choice)

From the Publisher
"This thoughtful, scholarly, and original book links the transnational traffic of media forms to the logics of
the colonial state and to the vulnerabilities of large cities in Africa. It will provoke new thinking among



Africanists, urbanists, anthropologists, and all students of globalizing media processes. Brian Larkin is a
major new voice in the study of media as lived infrastructure in a world of uneven connectivity."--Arjun
Appadurai, author of Fear of Small Numbers: An Essay on the Geography of Anger

"This eagerly anticipated book is a wonderful contribution to several fields: media studies, cultural studies,
African studies, anthropology, and analyses of globalization. Brian Larkin writes with eloquence and
passion, and he compels us to rethink our assumptions about the work of transnational media and the
formation of identity."--Purnima Mankekar, author of Screening Culture, Viewing Politics: An Ethnography
of Television, Womanhood, and Nation in Postcolonial India

From the Back Cover
"This eagerly anticipated book is a wonderful contribution to several fields: media studies, cultural studies,
African studies, anthropology, and analyses of globalization. Brian Larkin writes with eloquence and
passion, and he compels us to rethink our assumptions about the work of transnational media and the
formation of identity."--Purnima Mankekar, author of "Screening Culture, Viewing Politics: An Ethnography
of Television, Womanhood, and Nation in Postcolonial India"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Gomez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Signal and Noise: Media, Infrastructure, and Urban Culture in Nigeria (a
John Hope Franklin Center Book). Try to face the book Signal and Noise: Media, Infrastructure, and Urban
Culture in Nigeria (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) as your pal. It means that it can to become your
friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Larry Valadez:

Signal and Noise: Media, Infrastructure, and Urban Culture in Nigeria (a John Hope Franklin Center Book)
can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because
this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Signal and Noise: Media, Infrastructure, and Urban Culture in Nigeria (a
John Hope Franklin Center Book) nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as
well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you
into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Brooks Davis:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,



since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The Signal and
Noise: Media, Infrastructure, and Urban Culture in Nigeria (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) will give
you new experience in reading a book.

Lorraine Vargas:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By the book Signal and Noise: Media, Infrastructure, and Urban Culture in Nigeria (a John Hope
Franklin Center Book) we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative
person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to
change your life with this book Signal and Noise: Media, Infrastructure, and Urban Culture in Nigeria (a
John Hope Franklin Center Book). You can more attractive than now.
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