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‘He's a fool that marries, but he's a greater fool that does not marry a fool.'

This bawdy, hilarious, subversive and wickedly satirical drama pokes fun at the
humourless, the jealous, and the adulterous alike. It features a country wife,
Margery, whose husband believes she is too naïve to cuckold him; and an anti-
hero, Horner, who pretends to be impotent in order to have unrestrained access to
the women keen on ‘the sport'. A number of licentious and hypocritical women
request Horner's services – the country wife among them.

The Country Wife has provoked powerfully mixed reactions over the years. The
seventeenth century libertine king Charles II saw it twice, and is said to have
joined the ‘dance of the cuckolds' at the end of one performance; the eighteenth
century actor-playwright David Garrick declared it ‘the most licentious play in
the English language'; the Victorian Macaulay compared it to a skunk, because it
was ‘too filthy to handle and too noisome even to approach'. Twentieth century
productions heralded it a Restoration masterpiece. Sexually frank, and as ready to
criticise marriage as infidelity, the virtuosity, linguistic energy, brilliant wit,
naughtiness and complexity of this ribald play have made it a staple of the
modern stage.

This student edition contains a lengthy, entirely new introduction, with a
background on the author, structure, characters, genre, themes, original staging
and performance history, as well as an updated bibliography and a fully
annotated version of the playtext.
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the adulterous alike. It features a country wife, Margery, whose husband believes she is too naïve to cuckold
him; and an anti-hero, Horner, who pretends to be impotent in order to have unrestrained access to the
women keen on ‘the sport'. A number of licentious and hypocritical women request Horner's services – the
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The Country Wife has provoked powerfully mixed reactions over the years. The seventeenth century libertine
king Charles II saw it twice, and is said to have joined the ‘dance of the cuckolds' at the end of one
performance; the eighteenth century actor-playwright David Garrick declared it ‘the most licentious play in
the English language'; the Victorian Macaulay compared it to a skunk, because it was ‘too filthy to handle
and too noisome even to approach'. Twentieth century productions heralded it a Restoration masterpiece.
Sexually frank, and as ready to criticise marriage as infidelity, the virtuosity, linguistic energy, brilliant wit,
naughtiness and complexity of this ribald play have made it a staple of the modern stage.

This student edition contains a lengthy, entirely new introduction, with a background on the author, structure,
characters, genre, themes, original staging and performance history, as well as an updated bibliography and a
fully annotated version of the playtext.

The Country Wife (New Mermaids) By William Wycherley Bibliography

Sales Rank: #961744 in Books●

Brand: imusti●

Published on: 2014-04-10●

Released on: 2014-04-10●

Original language: English●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 7.81" h x .54" w x 5.09" l, .40 pounds●

Binding: Paperback●

184 pages●

 Download The Country Wife (New Mermaids) ...pdf

 Read Online The Country Wife (New Mermaids) ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=140817989X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=140817989X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=140817989X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=140817989X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=140817989X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=140817989X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=140817989X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=140817989X




Download and Read Free Online The Country Wife (New Mermaids) By William Wycherley

Editorial Review

About the Author

Tiffany Stern is Professor of Early Modern Drama at University College, University of Oxford, UK. She is
one of the General Editors of the New Mermaid series, and she has also edited two plays in the series -
Sheridan's The Rivals (2004) and Farquhar's The Recruiting Officer (2010).

James Ogden is Editor of She Stoops to Conquer for the New Mermaids series and a former Senior Lecturer
in English at Aberystwyth University, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elliott Salazar:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed The Country Wife (New
Mermaids)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along
with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other
opinion?

Brandon Justice:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book The Country Wife (New Mermaids)
will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun.
Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Danielle Tilley:

The publication untitled The Country Wife (New Mermaids) is the guide that recommended to you to learn.
You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book,
hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of
The Country Wife (New Mermaids) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.



Donald Edmond:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find book
that need more time to be read. The Country Wife (New Mermaids) can be your answer given it can be read
by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Download and Read Online The Country Wife (New Mermaids) By
William Wycherley #L91V6IJOSEG



Read The Country Wife (New Mermaids) By William Wycherley
for online ebook

The Country Wife (New Mermaids) By William Wycherley Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to
read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read
books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to
read The Country Wife (New Mermaids) By William Wycherley books to read online.

Online The Country Wife (New Mermaids) By William Wycherley ebook PDF
download

The Country Wife (New Mermaids) By William Wycherley Doc

The Country Wife (New Mermaids) By William Wycherley Mobipocket

The Country Wife (New Mermaids) By William Wycherley EPub


