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The Queer Limit of Black Memory: Black Lesbian Literature and Irresolution
identifies a new archive of Black women’s literature that has heretofore been on
the margins of literary scholarship and African diaspora cultural criticism. It
argues that Black lesbian texts celebrate both the strategies of resistance used by
queer Black subjects and the spaces for grieving the loss of queer Black subjects
that dominant histories of the African diasporas often forget. Matt Richardson
has gathered an understudied archive of texts by LaShonda Barnett, S. Diane
Adamz-Bogus, Dionne Brand, Sharon Bridgforth, Laurinda D. Brown, Jewelle
Gomez, Jackie Kay, and Cherry Muhanji in order to relocate the queerness of
Black diasporic vernacular traditions, including drag or gender performance,
blues, jazz, and West African spiritual and religious practices.
 
Richardson argues that the vernacular includes queer epistemologies, or methods
for accessing and exploring the realities of Black queer experience that other
alternative archives and spaces of commemoration do not explore. The Queer
Limit of Black Memory brings together several theorists whose work is vital
within Black studies—Fred Moten, Saidiya Hartman, Hortense Spillers, Frantz
Fanon, and Orlando Patterson—in service of queer readings of Black
subjectivity.
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Black women’s literature that has heretofore been on the margins of literary scholarship and African diaspora
cultural criticism. It argues that Black lesbian texts celebrate both the strategies of resistance used by queer
Black subjects and the spaces for grieving the loss of queer Black subjects that dominant histories of the
African diasporas often forget. Matt Richardson has gathered an understudied archive of texts by LaShonda
Barnett, S. Diane Adamz-Bogus, Dionne Brand, Sharon Bridgforth, Laurinda D. Brown, Jewelle Gomez,
Jackie Kay, and Cherry Muhanji in order to relocate the queerness of Black diasporic vernacular traditions,
including drag or gender performance, blues, jazz, and West African spiritual and religious practices.
 
Richardson argues that the vernacular includes queer epistemologies, or methods for accessing and exploring
the realities of Black queer experience that other alternative archives and spaces of commemoration do not
explore. The Queer Limit of Black Memory brings together several theorists whose work is vital within Black
studies—Fred Moten, Saidiya Hartman, Hortense Spillers, Frantz Fanon, and Orlando Patterson—in service
of queer readings of Black subjectivity.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The Queer Limit of Black Memory is compelling interdisciplinary work which fills an existing void in many
fields, and that void is scholarship on Black lesbian and transgendered subjects. Matt Richardson provides a
wealth of knowledge and insights that many will be relying on for years to come.” —L. H. Stallings,
associate professor of gender studies at Indiana University Bloomington
 

“Bringing together Black feminist thought with queer theory, Richardson engages questions of violence,
dispossession, the archive, diaspora, and the body in this thoughtful and far-reaching book. Full of theoretical
insights, politically astute, and sensitive to formal and historical questions, The Queer Limit of Black
Memory makes a valuable contribution to the field of Black queer studies.” —Heather Love, University of
Pennsylvania

About the Author

Matt Richardson is assistant professor of English and African and African Diaspora Studies and affiliate
faculty with the Center for Women’s and Gender Studies and the Warfield Center for African and African
American Studies at the University of Texas at Austin.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alex Lynch:

The ability that you get from The Queer Limit of Black Memory: Black Lesbian Literature and Irresolution
(Black Performance and Cultural Criticism) is the more deep you looking the information that hide into the
words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The
Queer Limit of Black Memory: Black Lesbian Literature and Irresolution (Black Performance and Cultural
Criticism) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can
be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This
book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific The Queer Limit of
Black Memory: Black Lesbian Literature and Irresolution (Black Performance and Cultural Criticism)
instantly.

Kristen Mazur:

The book untitled The Queer Limit of Black Memory: Black Lesbian Literature and Irresolution (Black
Performance and Cultural Criticism) is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of



the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained their ideas
are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The
Queer Limit of Black Memory: Black Lesbian Literature and Irresolution (Black Performance and Cultural
Criticism) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Teresa Graham:

The Queer Limit of Black Memory: Black Lesbian Literature and Irresolution (Black Performance and
Cultural Criticism) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight
away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to
get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Queer Limit of Black Memory: Black Lesbian
Literature and Irresolution (Black Performance and Cultural Criticism) nevertheless doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Pamela Dodge:

Beside that The Queer Limit of Black Memory: Black Lesbian Literature and Irresolution (Black
Performance and Cultural Criticism) in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't always
be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Queer Limit
of Black Memory: Black Lesbian Literature and Irresolution (Black Performance and Cultural Criticism)
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get
what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from now!
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