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No one is kind to sixth-grader Brendan Doyle: his foster mother, his teachers, his
classmates, and especially the thugs who bully him. He takes refuge in books,
drawing, carving, and daydreaming. When Brendan stumbles upon an old man
near his tree house in the Virginia woods, he is quick to believe that this is the
magical Green Man, guardian spirit of the forest. Brendan's need to immerse
himself in his fantasy world becomes more acute, until he meets a girl with
secrets of her own who may just keep his feet on the ground.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 5–8—No one expects much from troubled sixth grader Brendan Doyle. His grades send him to summer
school, and his foster mother Mrs. Clancy bears him no great love. To add to his troubles, a local group of
miscreants taunts and attacks Brendan on a regular basis. His life changes when he discovers a neighborhood
forest replete with magical serenity. It reminds him of J. R. R. Tolkien's books and the other fantasies he
loves to read. He decides to build a treehouse there as an escape from the outside world. Under his tree,
Brendan encounters the "Green Man," a disheveled man who resembles Brendan's idea of the mythical spirit
who protects forests. Together with Shea, a girl Brendan meets at summer school, the three outcasts enact
idyllic forest living even as reality threatens to destroy this fragile peace. Readers expecting one of Hahn's
signature ghost stories may find this story something of a departure. Much more a traditional "issue" novel,
Brendan's mystical tale blends in issues associated with urban youth, homelessness, and crime. Hahn's prose
continues to target reluctant readers. Short, declarative sentences make for an approachable middle school
title. The first-person narration is appealing, and the story goes down a predictable path kids can easily
follow. For readers who, like Brendan, might prefer art and nature to other school subjects, Hahn's novel will
likely be a winner. Give this to fans of Katherine Paterson's Bridge to Terabithia (Crowell, 1978) for a forest
hide-out story with a tween twist.—Caitlin Augusta, Stratford Library Association, CT

Review

"Another solid outing from veteran Hahn."
—Kirkus
 
"Hahn gives Brendan a narrative voice that is urgent, contemplative, and believable in this nuanced story
about transformation, trust, identity, friendship, and loss."
—Publishers Weekly
 
"This is quintessential middle-grade realistic fiction, with an unvarnished depiction of the miseries that can
be visited upon a quiet sixth grader and the succor that can be found in the hard-won friendship of peers and
the attention of understanding elders."
—Horn Book Magazine
 
"A gentle and moving story."
—Booklist
 
"The fantasy of a forested getaway spot and the universality of Sam’s self-doubt give this strong appeal to a
wide audience, who will start prowling their own neighborhoods for secret arboreal hideaways."
—Bulletin
 

 
 
 

About the Author



Mary Downing Hahn, a former children’s librarian, is the award-winning author of many popular ghost
stories, including Wait Till Helen Comes, which is being adapted for film. An avid reader, traveler, and all-
around arts lover, Ms. Hahn lives in Columbia, Maryland, with her cat, Oscar. Visit her online at
www.marydowninghahnbooks.com.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mandy Conway:

The book Where I Belong can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just
why must we leave the good thing like a book Where I Belong? A few of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book Where I Belong has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function
for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Bonita Crist:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Where I Belong book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You
will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Where I Belong content conveys prospect easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the
form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Where I Belong is not loveable to be your top collection reading
book?

Ingrid Baumbach:

The event that you get from Where I Belong may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in
the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but
Where I Belong giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular
way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this kind of Where I Belong instantly.

Ruth Vazquez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book.



A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Where I
Belong.
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