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Dialog between practitioners and academics has increasingly become the
exception rather than the rule in contemporary public administration circles.
Bridging the gap between theory and practice, Debating Public Administration:
Management Challenges, Choices, and Opportunities tackles some of the
major management challenges, choices, and opportunities of the twenty-first
century facing public managers across various subfields of public administration.

Informed by contemporary pressures on public managers to reconceptualize
purpose, redefine administrative rationality, recapitalize human assets, reengage
resources, and revitalize democratic constitutionalism, the book offers students,
practitioners, and researchers an opportunity to take stock and ponder the future
of practice and research in public administration. Organized by three sets of
major management challenges facing the field—Rethinking Administrative
Rationality in a Democratic Republic, Recapitalizing Organizational Capacity,
and Reconceptualizing Institutions for New Policy Challenges—the book takes
an uncommon approach to the study of these topics. In it, leading practitioners
and academics comment on condensed versions of articles appearing in the
Theory to Practice feature of Public Administration Review (PAR) from 2006
through 2011.

The authors and commentators focus on some of the best current research, draw
lessons from that literature for practice, and identify gaps in research that need to
be addressed. They expertly draw out themes, issues, problems, and prospects,
providing bulleted lessons and practical takeaways. This makes the book a
unique one-stop resource for cross-disciplinary, cross-sectoral, and cross-
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professional exchanges on contemporary challenges.
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Dialog between practitioners and academics has increasingly become the exception rather than the rule in
contemporary public administration circles. Bridging the gap between theory and practice, Debating Public
Administration: Management Challenges, Choices, and Opportunities tackles some of the major
management challenges, choices, and opportunities of the twenty-first century facing public managers across
various subfields of public administration.

Informed by contemporary pressures on public managers to reconceptualize purpose, redefine administrative
rationality, recapitalize human assets, reengage resources, and revitalize democratic constitutionalism, the
book offers students, practitioners, and researchers an opportunity to take stock and ponder the future of
practice and research in public administration. Organized by three sets of major management challenges
facing the field—Rethinking Administrative Rationality in a Democratic Republic, Recapitalizing
Organizational Capacity, and Reconceptualizing Institutions for New Policy Challenges—the book takes an
uncommon approach to the study of these topics. In it, leading practitioners and academics comment on
condensed versions of articles appearing in the Theory to Practice feature of Public Administration Review
(PAR) from 2006 through 2011.

The authors and commentators focus on some of the best current research, draw lessons from that literature
for practice, and identify gaps in research that need to be addressed. They expertly draw out themes, issues,
problems, and prospects, providing bulleted lessons and practical takeaways. This makes the book a unique
one-stop resource for cross-disciplinary, cross-sectoral, and cross-professional exchanges on contemporary
challenges.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In the following chapters, thanks to the immense talent and hard work of the editors, authors, and
commentators, readers can catch a rare, insightful glimpse of innovative minds at work within modern public
administration?even by whom, why, what, where, and how creative innovation is accomplished throughout
the field. And maybe, just maybe, they will draw the conclusion that right now American public
administration lives in an incredible golden age."
?From the Foreword by Richard Stillman, Editor in Chief and Jos C. N. Raadschelders, Managing Editor,
Public Administration Review, 2006-2011

About the Author
Robert F. Durant is Professor of Public Administration at the School of Public Affairs at American
University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lois Yale:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Debating Public
Administration: Management Challenges, Choices, and Opportunities (ASPA Series in Public
Administration and Public Policy)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend
your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Frank Keating:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Debating Public Administration: Management Challenges, Choices, and Opportunities (ASPA Series in
Public Administration and Public Policy), it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.



Harry Cofield:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Debating Public Administration:
Management Challenges, Choices, and Opportunities (ASPA Series in Public Administration and Public
Policy) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all
over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you
who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit,
you can pick Debating Public Administration: Management Challenges, Choices, and Opportunities (ASPA
Series in Public Administration and Public Policy) become your current starter.

Clara Williams:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Debating Public Administration: Management Challenges,
Choices, and Opportunities (ASPA Series in Public Administration and Public Policy) why because the great
cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up
this book.
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