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This clear and engaging guide introduces students to key areas of the field and
shows how to apply an anthropological approach to the study of religion in the
contemporary world. Written by an experienced teacher, it covers major
traditional topics including definitions, theories and beliefs as well as symbols,
myth and ritual. The book also explores important but often overlooked issues
such as morality, violence, fundamentalism, secularization, and new religious
movements. The chapters all contain lively case studies of religions practiced
around the world.

The second edition of Introducing Anthropology of Religion contains updated
theoretical discussion plus fresh ethnographic examples throughout. In addition
to a brand new chapter on vernacular religion, Eller provides a significantly
revised chapter on the emerging anthropologies of Christianity and Islam. The
book features more material on contemporary societies as well as new coverage
of topics such as pilgrimage and paganism. Images, a glossary and questions for
discussion are now included and additional resources are provided via a
companion website.
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This clear and engaging guide introduces students to key areas of the field and shows how to apply an
anthropological approach to the study of religion in the contemporary world. Written by an experienced
teacher, it covers major traditional topics including definitions, theories and beliefs as well as symbols, myth
and ritual. The book also explores important but often overlooked issues such as morality, violence,
fundamentalism, secularization, and new religious movements. The chapters all contain lively case studies of
religions practiced around the world.

The second edition of Introducing Anthropology of Religion contains updated theoretical discussion plus
fresh ethnographic examples throughout. In addition to a brand new chapter on vernacular religion, Eller
provides a significantly revised chapter on the emerging anthropologies of Christianity and Islam. The book
features more material on contemporary societies as well as new coverage of topics such as pilgrimage and
paganism. Images, a glossary and questions for discussion are now included and additional resources are
provided via a companion website.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This book is the best example I know of its kind – an introductory text that combines sophisticated,
cross-cultural, and historically nuanced discussion with an intuitive ordering of subjects. Eller is
especially good at weaving together contemporary perspectives with classical anthropological theory.
The book’s accessibility and erudition make it perfect for advanced undergraduate courses and
graduate seminars alike." - Liam D. Murphy, California State University, Sacramento, USA

"The first edition of Introducing Anthropology of Religion was one of the most engaging,
comprehensive, and theoretically sophisticated overviews ever published. Eller’s second edition
includes a range of new and revised material as well as expanded web resources. Beginning students
and specialists alike will learn much from this volume." - Stephen D. Glazier, University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, USA

About the Author

Jack David Eller is Associate Professor of Anthropology at the Community College of Denver, USA. He is
author of a major introductory textbook Cultural Anthropology: Global Forces, Local Lives (second edition,
Routledge 2013).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pamela Brock:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book Introducing Anthropology of Religion: Culture to
the Ultimate ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Introducing Anthropology of Religion: Culture to
the Ultimate is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book
Introducing Anthropology of Religion: Culture to the Ultimate. You never experience lose out for everything
should you read some books.

David Manning:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you read, if



you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel happy
read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Introducing
Anthropology of Religion: Culture to the Ultimate is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Blanche Ball:

The e-book untitled Introducing Anthropology of Religion: Culture to the Ultimate is the e-book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share
to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Introducing Anthropology of Religion: Culture
to the Ultimate from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Belinda Hamilton:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose the book Introducing Anthropology of Religion: Culture to the
Ultimate to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about
book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside
that the publication Introducing Anthropology of Religion: Culture to the Ultimate can to be your brand new
friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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