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A crackling, highly imaginative thriller debut in the vein of W.E.B. Griffin and
Philip Kerr, set in German-occupied London at the close of World War II, in
which a hardened British detective jeopardizes his own life to save an innocent
soul and achieve the impossible—redemption.

London, 1946. The Nazis have conquered the British, and now occupy Great
Britain, using brutality and fear to control its citizens. John Henry Rossett, a
decorated British war hero and former police sergeant, has been reassigned to the
Office of Jewish Affairs. He now answers to the SS, one of the most powerful
and terrifying organizations in the Third Reich.

Rossett is a man accustomed to obeying commands, but he’s now assigned a job
he did not ask for—and cannot refuse: rounding up Jews for deportation,
including men and women he’s known his whole life. But they are not the only
victims, for the war took Rossett’s wife and son, and shattered his own humanity.

Then he finds Jacob, a young Jewish child, hiding in an abandoned building, who
touches something in Rossett that he thought was long dead.

Determined to save the innocent boy, Rossett takes him on the run, with the
Nazis in pursuit. But they are not the only hunters following his trail. The
Royalist Resistance and the Communists want him, too. Each faction has its own
agenda, and Rossett will soon learn that none of them can be trusted . . . and all
of them are deadly. 
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A crackling, highly imaginative thriller debut in the vein of W.E.B. Griffin and Philip Kerr, set in German-
occupied London at the close of World War II, in which a hardened British detective jeopardizes his own life
to save an innocent soul and achieve the impossible—redemption.

London, 1946. The Nazis have conquered the British, and now occupy Great Britain, using brutality and fear
to control its citizens. John Henry Rossett, a decorated British war hero and former police sergeant, has been
reassigned to the Office of Jewish Affairs. He now answers to the SS, one of the most powerful and
terrifying organizations in the Third Reich.

Rossett is a man accustomed to obeying commands, but he’s now assigned a job he did not ask for—and
cannot refuse: rounding up Jews for deportation, including men and women he’s known his whole life. But
they are not the only victims, for the war took Rossett’s wife and son, and shattered his own humanity.

Then he finds Jacob, a young Jewish child, hiding in an abandoned building, who touches something in
Rossett that he thought was long dead.

Determined to save the innocent boy, Rossett takes him on the run, with the Nazis in pursuit. But they are not
the only hunters following his trail. The Royalist Resistance and the Communists want him, too. Each faction
has its own agenda, and Rossett will soon learn that none of them can be trusted . . . and all of them are
deadly. 
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Editorial Review

Review
“Schumacher’s assured and atmospheric writing make this a memorable novel. . . . But it’s the characters in
The Darkest Hour-from the scene-stealing child to the SS secretary whose double (triple?) agent duties are
provoking an identity crisis-who make the reader care what happens.” (Wall Street Journal)

“A stunning debut… The action never stops, as John discovers he can no longer trust his friends. Everyone
he knows would give him and the boy up in an instant to save their own hides. . . . A brilliant work for the
history and thriller fan.” (Suspense Magazine)

“A well-written adventure.” (St. Louis Post-Dispatch)

“A fast-paced roller-coaster journey of twists and turns. . . . Schumacher has created a complex character in
Rossett, an emotionally damaged man who trusts no one and cares for nothing. This is a spellbinding,
exciting, suspenseful novel. . . . [A] real page-turner.” (Historical Novel Society)

“The Darkest Hour is an alternate history, a psychological study, and a thriller all rolled into one fantastic
book. . . . A plat that is action-packed and gripping.” (Crimespree Magazine)

“The Darkest Hour kicks into overdrive, morphing from a bleak tale of what-might-have-been into a high-
adrenaline thriller. . . . Each cliffhanger chapter moves Rossett from the frying pan into a fire. . . . It’s an
exhilarating roller-coaster ride.” (Fort Worth Star-Telegram)

“A powerful tale of corrosive suspicion and electrifying danger. . . . The Darkest Hour is an exciting and
breathtakingly plausible first novel brimming with suspense and starring a superbly-drawn cast of characters.
. . . A cleverly nuanced and convincing thriller.” (Lancaster Evening News (UK))

From the Back Cover

London, 1946. The Nazis have won the war and now occupy Great Britain, using fear to control its citizens.
John Henry Rossett, a decorated British war hero, is one of those unlucky souls. He's a man accustomed to
obeying commands, but he's now assigned a job he didn't ask for and knows he cannot refuse: rounding up
Jews for deportation, including men and women he's known his whole life.

Robbed of his family by a Resistance bomb, and robbed of his humanity by the work he is forced to do, fate
suddenly presents Rossett with an unexpected challenge that could change everything. He finds someone
hiding in an abandoned building and is faced with a momentous decision—to do something or to look the
other way. Yet whatever Rossett does, he will be pushed into a place where he could endanger all he holds
dear.

About the Author

Tony Schumacher is a native of Liverpool, England. He is the author of The Darkest Hour and The British
Lion, and was a finalist for the Sidewise Award for Alternate History in 2016. He has written for The
Guardian and the Huffington Post, and he is a regular contributor to BBC Radio and London's LBC Radio.



He has been a policeman, stand-up comedian, bouncer, jeweler, taxi driver, perfume salesman, actor, and
garbage collector, among others. He currently lives outside Liverpool.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Wing:

The book The Darkest Hour: A Novel can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Darkest Hour:
A Novel? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many facts
for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information
that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Darkest
Hour: A Novel has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the
enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Beth Ritchey:

This The Darkest Hour: A Novel book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will
get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That The Darkest Hour: A
Novel without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry The Darkest Hour: A Novel can bring when you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This
The Darkest Hour: A Novel having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Christopher Small:

You may spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The Darkest Hour: A Novel is simple to
bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space
to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can
save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Karen Huff:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled
update of news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just in search of the The Darkest Hour: A Novel when you required it?
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