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From antiquity, the history of China has been marked by invading tribes, warring
states, and popular uprisings. This heritage of conflict produced a body of martial
literature exploring the fundamental principles of warfare and their methods of
employment. Fully aware of the tragic consequences of battle, the authors of
these texts emphasized that bloodshed and war should be avoided whenever
possible. But, they argued, this is possible only when the principles of leadership
and strategy have been mastered and the dynamics of conflict thoroughly
analyzed. Over the centuries, these texts have been studied throughout Asia, not
only by generals on the battlefield but by leaders of all kinds concerned with the
management of human conflict in all its forms.The Essence of War presents eight
of these classics (written from 500 B.C.E. to 700 C.E.), including Sun-tzu's Art of
War and Sun Pin's Military Methods. The book introduces the core principles of
Chinese military science, grouping selected passages and key quotations into five
thematic sections encompassing forty-one topical chapters: Fundamentals, Tao of
Warfare, Tao of Command, Tactical Essentials, and Tactical Specifics.
Translator Ralph D. Sawyer provides here a concise introduction to Chinese
military thought and influential materials not only of traditional import, but also
for contemporary study and enduring value in both business and military circles
throughout the world.
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From antiquity, the history of China has been marked by invading tribes, warring states, and popular
uprisings. This heritage of conflict produced a body of martial literature exploring the fundamental principles
of warfare and their methods of employment. Fully aware of the tragic consequences of battle, the authors of
these texts emphasized that bloodshed and war should be avoided whenever possible. But, they argued, this
is possible only when the principles of leadership and strategy have been mastered and the dynamics of
conflict thoroughly analyzed. Over the centuries, these texts have been studied throughout Asia, not only by
generals on the battlefield but by leaders of all kinds concerned with the management of human conflict in
all its forms.The Essence of War presents eight of these classics (written from 500 B.C.E. to 700 C.E.),
including Sun-tzu's Art of War and Sun Pin's Military Methods. The book introduces the core principles of
Chinese military science, grouping selected passages and key quotations into five thematic sections
encompassing forty-one topical chapters: Fundamentals, Tao of Warfare, Tao of Command, Tactical
Essentials, and Tactical Specifics. Translator Ralph D. Sawyer provides here a concise introduction to
Chinese military thought and influential materials not only of traditional import, but also for contemporary
study and enduring value in both business and military circles throughout the world.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This important book is an introduction to some of the most profound insights into the human condition and
into the nature of power."

About the Author

Ralph D. Sawyer, one of America's leading scholars in Chinese warfare, has worked extensively with major
intelligence and defense agencies. After studying at MIT and Harvard and a brief stint of university teaching,
Sawyer has spent the past thirty years lecturing and doing international consulting work focused on China.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Skinner:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill
in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this The
Essence Of War: Leadership And Strategy From The Chinese Military Classics.

Donald Dickens:

Typically the book The Essence Of War: Leadership And Strategy From The Chinese Military Classics has a
lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by
the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Matthew Schwartz:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Essence Of War: Leadership And Strategy From The Chinese Military Classics your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be
your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get just before. The The Essence Of War: Leadership And Strategy From
The Chinese Military Classics giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this



point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Louis Trent:

You will get this The Essence Of War: Leadership And Strategy From The Chinese Military Classics by go
to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties
for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose right ways for you.
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