
Tragic No More: Mixed-Race Women and the
Nexus of Sex and Celebrity

By Caroline A. Streeter

Tragic No More: Mixed-Race Women and the Nexus of Sex and Celebrity
By Caroline A. Streeter

This book examines popular representations of biracial women of black and
white descent in the United States, focusing on novels, television, music, and
film. Although the emphasis is on the 1990s, the historical arc of the study begins
in the 1930s. Caroline A. Streeter explores the encounter between what she sees
as two dominant narratives that frame the perception of mixed race in America.
The first is based on the long-standing historical experience of white supremacy
and black subjugation. The second is more recent and involves the post–Civil
Rights expansion of interracial marriage and mixed-race identities. Streeter
analyzes the collision of these two narratives, the cultural anxieties they have
triggered, and the role of black/white women in the simultaneous creation and
undoing of racial categories?a charged, ambiguous cycle in American culture.

Streeter's subjects include concert pianist Philippa Schuyler, Dorothy West's
novel The Wedding (in print and on screen), Danzy Senna's novels Caucasia and
Symptomatic, and celebrity performing artists Mariah Carey, Alicia Keys, and
Halle Berry. She opens with a chapter that examines the layered media response
to Essie Mae Washington-Williams, Senator Strom Thurmond's biracial
daughter. Throughout the book, Streeter engages the work of feminist critics and
others who have written on interracial sexuality and marriage, biracial identity,
the multiracial movement, and mixed race in cultural studies.
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This book examines popular representations of biracial women of black and white descent in the United
States, focusing on novels, television, music, and film. Although the emphasis is on the 1990s, the historical
arc of the study begins in the 1930s. Caroline A. Streeter explores the encounter between what she sees as
two dominant narratives that frame the perception of mixed race in America. The first is based on the long-
standing historical experience of white supremacy and black subjugation. The second is more recent and
involves the post–Civil Rights expansion of interracial marriage and mixed-race identities. Streeter analyzes
the collision of these two narratives, the cultural anxieties they have triggered, and the role of black/white
women in the simultaneous creation and undoing of racial categories?a charged, ambiguous cycle in
American culture.

Streeter's subjects include concert pianist Philippa Schuyler, Dorothy West's novel The Wedding (in print and
on screen), Danzy Senna's novels Caucasia and Symptomatic, and celebrity performing artists Mariah Carey,
Alicia Keys, and Halle Berry. She opens with a chapter that examines the layered media response to Essie
Mae Washington-Williams, Senator Strom Thurmond's biracial daughter. Throughout the book, Streeter
engages the work of feminist critics and others who have written on interracial sexuality and marriage,
biracial identity, the multiracial movement, and mixed race in cultural studies.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is an exciting project, with great potential to impact the fields of mixed-race studies, African American
studies, gender studies, and popular cultural studies."?Heidi Ardizzone, author of An Illuminated Life: Bella
da Costa Greene's Journey from Prejudice to Privilege

"Streeter smartly argues the mixed-race woman's body stands fin for all that cannot be confronted or ignored
about sex and race in American culture."?SIGNS

About the Author
Caroline A. Streeter is associate professor of English at UCLA, where she is affiliated with the Ralph J.
Bunche Center for African American Studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alan Dean:

The ability that you get from Tragic No More: Mixed-Race Women and the Nexus of Sex and Celebrity may
be the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Tragic No More: Mixed-Race Women and the
Nexus of Sex and Celebrity giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-
known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then
can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this Tragic
No More: Mixed-Race Women and the Nexus of Sex and Celebrity instantly.

John Warner:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the book untitled Tragic No More: Mixed-Race Women and the Nexus of Sex
and Celebrity can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Ruth Santiago:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.



Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Tragic No More: Mixed-
Race Women and the Nexus of Sex and Celebrity which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's see.

Candace Hernandez:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Tragic No More: Mixed-Race Women and the Nexus of
Sex and Celebrity was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Tragic No More:
Mixed-Race Women and the Nexus of Sex and Celebrity has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen
up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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