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"A plea for a renewed commitment to authentic urbanism and an invitation to
learn from history as our cities enter a future of unprecedented change."
- Alex Steffen, author of Carbon Zero: Imagining Cities that Can Save the Planet
"This is a must read for those who want to understand in words and pictures what
stands behind great cities. We're proud to see a Seattle native son helping to show
the way."
- Mike McGinn, former Mayor of Seattle, founding Executive Director, Seattle
Great City

This beautifully illustrated short e-book explores the idea that to create vibrant,
sustainable cities, we must first understand what happens naturally when people
congregate in cities - innate, unprompted interactions of urban dwellers with each
other and their surrounding environment. Good places are rooted in
acknowledgement of a city's history and the everyday uses of urban space.
Wolfe argues that city dwellers invariably celebrate environments where and
when they can coexist safely, in a mutually supportive way and believes such
celebration is most interesting when it occurs spontaneously - seemingly without
effort. He contends it is critical to first isolate these spontaneous and latent
examples of successful urban land use, before applying any prescriptive
government policies or initiatives. Wolfe provides something rare in
contemporary urbanist writing - rich illustrations and examples from real life -
both historical and current. His writing about the past and the future of urban
form offers readers inspiration, historical context, and a better understanding of
how a sustainable, inviting urban environment is created.
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"A plea for a renewed commitment to authentic urbanism and an invitation to learn from history as our cities
enter a future of unprecedented change."
- Alex Steffen, author of Carbon Zero: Imagining Cities that Can Save the Planet
"This is a must read for those who want to understand in words and pictures what stands behind great cities.
We're proud to see a Seattle native son helping to show the way."
- Mike McGinn, former Mayor of Seattle, founding Executive Director, Seattle Great City

This beautifully illustrated short e-book explores the idea that to create vibrant, sustainable cities, we must
first understand what happens naturally when people congregate in cities - innate, unprompted interactions of
urban dwellers with each other and their surrounding environment. Good places are rooted in
acknowledgement of a city's history and the everyday uses of urban space.
Wolfe argues that city dwellers invariably celebrate environments where and when they can coexist safely, in
a mutually supportive way and believes such celebration is most interesting when it occurs spontaneously -
seemingly without effort. He contends it is critical to first isolate these spontaneous and latent examples of
successful urban land use, before applying any prescriptive government policies or initiatives. Wolfe
provides something rare in contemporary urbanist writing - rich illustrations and examples from real life -
both historical and current. His writing about the past and the future of urban form offers readers inspiration,
historical context, and a better understanding of how a sustainable, inviting urban environment is created.
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Editorial Review

Review
"One of Chuck Wolfe's great gifts is an extraordinary photographer's eye for capturing visual images of
everyday, but evocative, city life. Another is an uncommonly strong intellectual grounding in urban planning
theory. In Urbanism Without Effort, he combines the two in unique fashion to show us how unplanned
places can often teach us more about great placemaking than planned ones."
  --Kaid Benfield, Director, Sustainable Communities, Natural Resources Defense Council

"Chuck's work is what happens when art meets science in placemaking. His talent for capturing places being
themselves is so important in the placemaker's toolkit, yet can be missed if we are not paying attention.
Lucky for us, Chuck is always paying attention and this book is the proof."
  --Dr. Katherine Loflin, Loflin Consulting Solutions, frequent lead consultant on creating next generation
cities

 "Wolfe provides something rare in contemporary urbanist writing - rich illustrations and examples from real
life - both historical and current. His writing about the past and the future of urban form offers readers
inspiration, historical context, and a better understanding of how a sustainable, inviting urban environment is
created." 
  --Eco-Libris 

"Readers will come away motivated to find, experience and document their own favourite places find ways
to apply effortless urbanism in their own neighbourhood."
  --Spacing | Canada

"If you like thinking about the intersection of people and place, you may like this attractively priced book a
great deal."
  --NRDC Switchboard Blog

From the Back Cover
"Mr.Wolfe helped me understand the intimate relationship between a city and thecitizens that inhabit it. He
stressed how observing these relationships shouldprovide the basis for understanding good design and should
inform governmentsabout the development and use of land use regulations and architectural designand not
the other way around.  Mostimpactful was the way Mr. Wolfe was able to deliver this message by
capturingamazing images of everyday city life from all parts of the globe!"
 --BenjaminD. Frost, Esq., Director of Public Affairs, New Hampshire Housing FinanceAuthority

"...a book of inspiration and aspiration. It makes the reader yearn for places with soul."
  --Better Cities and Towns

About the Author
Charles R. (Chuck) Wolfe, M.R.P., J.D. provides a unique perspectiveabout cities as both a long time writer
about urbanism worldwide and anattorney in Seattle, where he focuses on land use and environmental
lawand permitting. He is also an AffiliateAssociate Professor in the College of Built Environments at



theUniversity of Washington, where he teaches land use law at the graduatelevel. He contributes regularly to
several publications.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sandra Gregory:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Urbanism Without Effort (Island Press E-ssentials) book is readable simply
by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving
Urbanism Without Effort (Island Press E-ssentials) content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Urbanism Without Effort (Island Press E-ssentials) is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Timothy Bennington:

This Urbanism Without Effort (Island Press E-ssentials) tend to be reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Urbanism Without Effort (Island Press E-ssentials) can be
one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed
you actually with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this
Urbanism Without Effort (Island Press E-ssentials) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Christopher Hartwick:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Urbanism Without Effort (Island Press E-ssentials) was
vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Urbanism Without Effort (Island Press E-
ssentials) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make
you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally
and try to like reading which.

Eric Green:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something



by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are
these claims Urbanism Without Effort (Island Press E-ssentials).
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