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The furniture industry has played an important role in the history of the United
States as a bellwether for manufacturing. This sector continues to be a major
manufacturing employer in the US and around the world through its utilization of
a global production network. Types of furniture range from household (indoor
and outdoor) to institutional, with particular growth in firms supplying medical
and government-related commodities. The industry is highly responsive to
economic and fashion trends, but is partitioned into high, medium and low cost
segments that reveal different location-al and market responses to changes in
these factors. Recent developments indicate that the post-1980's migration of
furniture manufacturing to offshore, low labor cost countries has stabilized and
shows signs of re-shoring in the US for high end customized technologically
intensive products utilizing the remaining embedded skilled labor and locally
clustered industry components. Businesses that survived the recessionary
'creative destruction' largely adopted lean manufacturing processes and took
advantage of newly available, lower cost equipment and buildings to upgrade
their production practices, absorbing market from former competitors.
New partnerships will be traced with branches and headquarter relocations in
Asia, along with cooperative supplier relationships with former U.S. and new
foreign companies. Industry survivors adopted practices that could be highly
instructive for other manufacturers challenged by globalization to grow stronger
by increasing their adaptive capacity. Concepts illustrated in the furniture
industry would be useful to a number of audiences in academic, industry and
public policy markets. The proposed book provides an overview of the industry
and its global production network including a brief overview of the
manufacturing technologies of each sector. Assessment of new competitors in
Asia and South America will illustrate opportunities and challenges in these
locations. The book culminates by considering challenges, opportunities, and the
future outlook of the industry in regional clusters.
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The furniture industry has played an important role in the history of the United States as a bellwether for
manufacturing. This sector continues to be a major manufacturing employer in the US and around the world
through its utilization of a global production network. Types of furniture range from household (indoor and
outdoor) to institutional, with particular growth in firms supplying medical and government-related
commodities. The industry is highly responsive to economic and fashion trends, but is partitioned into high,
medium and low cost segments that reveal different location-al and market responses to changes in these
factors. Recent developments indicate that the post-1980's migration of furniture manufacturing to offshore,
low labor cost countries has stabilized and shows signs of re-shoring in the US for high end customized
technologically intensive products utilizing the remaining embedded skilled labor and locally clustered
industry components. Businesses that survived the recessionary 'creative destruction' largely adopted lean
manufacturing processes and took advantage of newly available, lower cost equipment and buildings to
upgrade their production practices, absorbing market from former competitors.
New partnerships will be traced with branches and headquarter relocations in Asia, along with cooperative
supplier relationships with former U.S. and new foreign companies. Industry survivors adopted practices that
could be highly instructive for other manufacturers challenged by globalization to grow stronger by
increasing their adaptive capacity. Concepts illustrated in the furniture industry would be useful to a number
of audiences in academic, industry and public policy markets. The proposed book provides an overview of
the industry and its global production network including a brief overview of the manufacturing technologies
of each sector. Assessment of new competitors in Asia and South America will illustrate opportunities and
challenges in these locations. The book culminates by considering challenges, opportunities, and the future
outlook of the industry in regional clusters.
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Greensboro, NC; Professor; University of North Carolina

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Donovan:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book A Profile of the Furniture
Manufacturing Industry: Global Restructuring (Industry Profiles Collection) will make you to be smarter.
You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or
reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Marie Williams:

This A Profile of the Furniture Manufacturing Industry: Global Restructuring (Industry Profiles Collection)
book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by
reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information
which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of A Profile of the
Furniture Manufacturing Industry: Global Restructuring (Industry Profiles Collection) without we
comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry A Profile of the Furniture Manufacturing Industry: Global Restructuring (Industry Profiles Collection)
can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have
it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This A Profile of the Furniture Manufacturing Industry: Global
Restructuring (Industry Profiles Collection) having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will
not really feel uninterested in reading.

Mary Larrick:

The actual book A Profile of the Furniture Manufacturing Industry: Global Restructuring (Industry Profiles
Collection) will bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the
idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book A
Profile of the Furniture Manufacturing Industry: Global Restructuring (Industry Profiles Collection) is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.



Gregory Sims:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
item when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book A Profile of the Furniture
Manufacturing Industry: Global Restructuring (Industry Profiles Collection) to make your reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose
very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is
to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve A Profile of the
Furniture Manufacturing Industry: Global Restructuring (Industry Profiles Collection) can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that
time.
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