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A significant contribution to political ecology, Conservation Is Our Government
Now is an ethnographic examination of the history and social effects of
conservation and devel opment effortsin Papua New Guinea. Drawing on
extensive fieldwork conducted over a period of seven years, Paige West focuses
on the Crater Mountain Wildlife Management Area, the site of a biodiversity
conservation project implemented between 1994 and 1999. She describes the
interactions between those who ran the program—mostly ngo workers—and the
Gimi people who live in the forests surrounding Crater Mountain. West shows
that throughout the project there was a profound disconnect between the goals of
the two groups. The ngo workers thought that they would encourage conservation
and cultivate devel opment by teaching Gimi to value biodiversity as an economic
resource. The villagers expected that in exchange for the land, labor, food, and
friendship they offered the conservation workers, they would receive benefits,
such as medicine and technology. In the end, the divergent nature of each group’s
expectations led to disappointment for both.

West reveals how every aspect of the Crater Mountain Wildlife Management
Area—including ideas of space, place, environment, and soci ety—was socially
produced, created by changing configurations of ideas, actions, and material
relations not only in Papua New Guinea but also in other locations around the
world. Complicating many of the assumptions about nature, culture, and
development underlying contemporary conservation efforts, Conservation Is Our
Government Now demonstrates the unique capacity of ethnography to illuminate
the relationship between the global and the local, between transnational processes
and individua lives.
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A significant contribution to political ecology, Conservation Is Our Government Now is an ethnographic
examination of the history and social effects of conservation and development efforts in Papua New Guinea.
Drawing on extensive fieldwork conducted over a period of seven years, Paige West focuses on the Crater
Mountain Wildlife Management Area, the site of a biodiversity conservation project implemented between
1994 and 1999. She describes the interactions between those who ran the program—mostly ngo
workers—and the Gimi people who live in the forests surrounding Crater Mountain. West shows that
throughout the project there was a profound disconnect between the goals of the two groups. The ngo
workers thought that they would encourage conservation and cultivate development by teaching Gimi to
value biodiversity as an economic resource. The villagers expected that in exchange for the land, labor, food,
and friendship they offered the conservation workers, they would receive benefits, such as medicine and
technology. In the end, the divergent nature of each group’s expectations led to disappointment for both.

West reveals how every aspect of the Crater Mountain Wildlife Management Area—including ideas of
space, place, environment, and society—was socially produced, created by changing configurations of ideas,
actions, and materia relations not only in Papua New Guinea but also in other locations around the world.
Complicating many of the assumptions about nature, culture, and development underlying contemporary
conservation efforts, Conservation Is Our Government Now demonstrates the unique capacity of
ethnography to illuminate the relationship between the global and the local, between transnational processes
and individual lives.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Conservation Is Our Government Now is atimely and significant contribution to contemporary critical
scholarship on conservation. More than any other study of which | am aware, it provides an ethnographically
rich, nuanced account of the encounter between conservation practitioners and alocal community. Itisan
exemplar of the power of ethnographic writing to revea other subjectivities and other ways of being.”—J.
Peter Brosius, coeditor of Communities and Conservation: Histories and Politics of Community-Based
Natural Resource Management

“Incisive, moving, and beautifully written, Conservation Is Our Government Now is an absolutely exemplary
study and a completely absorbing narrative. It is quite ssmply one of the most sophisticated political ecology
books | have read to date.”—Neil Smith, author of The Endgame of Globalization

From the Back Cover

""Conservation Is Our Government Now" isatimely and significant contribution to contemporary critical
scholarship on conservation. More than any other study of which | am aware, it provides an ethnographically
rich, nuanced account of the encounter between conservation practitioners and alocal community. It isan
exemplar of the power of ethnographic writing to reveal other subjectivities and other ways of being."--J.
Peter Brosius, coeditor of "Communities and Conservation: Histories and Politics of Community-Based
Natural Resource Management”

About the Author

Paige West is Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Barnard College and Columbia University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Eloisa Hurd:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Conservation Is Our Government Now: The Politics of Ecology in
Papua New Guinea (New Ecologies for the Twenty-First Century). Try to the actual book Conservation Is
Our Government Now: The Palitics of Ecology in Papua New Guinea (New Ecologies for the Twenty-First
Century) asyour pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than before. Y eah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.



Marie Flynt:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Conservation Is Our Government Now: The Politics of
Ecology in Papua New Guinea (New Ecologies for the Twenty-First Century). Y ou can choose the best book
if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how isimportant some sort of book Conservation Is
Our Government Now: The Palitics of Ecology in Papua New Guinea (New Ecologies for the Twenty-First
Century). Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open
abook or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel bored
stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Harold Riggs:

Typically the book Conservation |s Our Government Now: The Palitics of Ecology in Papua New Guinea
(New Ecologies for the Twenty-First Century) has alot details on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get alot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after
perusing this book.

Paul Mackey:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friendsis thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you aready been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Conservation Is Our Government
Now: The Palitics of Ecology in Papua New Guinea (New Ecologies for the Twenty-First Century), itis
possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to missit? What kind of hang-out typeis
it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on itsidentified as reading
friends.
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