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Thirteen-year-old Katie is an unwilling summer guest in the Victorian home of
her Halifax grandparents. All she wants to do is stay in her attic bedroom and
brood. Disgruntled over her new stepmother’s pregnancy and how a baby might
affect her life, Katie takes refuge in her dreams of playing the part of the
disagreeable orphan Mary Lennox in the upcoming school production of The
Secret Garden.

When Katie sees a shadow on her bedroom wall of an old-fashioned girl holding
a flower, she tries to convince herself it is caused by moonlight. But the girl
reappears and shares her life with Katie, reaching across the years to her. Is she a
ghost? As Katie searches for some tangible evidence of the girl’s presence, she
discovers a package of letters from World War I containing clues to a bygone
time when British orphans were sent to Canada as Home Children.

In this haunting journey of a young girl looking for answers and an orphan girl
from the past who tries to provide them, award-winning novelist Irene N. Watts
uncovers a tale about the real meaning of family.
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Thirteen-year-old Katie is an unwilling summer guest in the Victorian home of her Halifax grandparents. All
she wants to do is stay in her attic bedroom and brood. Disgruntled over her new stepmother’s pregnancy and
how a baby might affect her life, Katie takes refuge in her dreams of playing the part of the disagreeable
orphan Mary Lennox in the upcoming school production of The Secret Garden.

When Katie sees a shadow on her bedroom wall of an old-fashioned girl holding a flower, she tries to
convince herself it is caused by moonlight. But the girl reappears and shares her life with Katie, reaching
across the years to her. Is she a ghost? As Katie searches for some tangible evidence of the girl’s presence,
she discovers a package of letters from World War I containing clues to a bygone time when British orphans
were sent to Canada as Home Children.

In this haunting journey of a young girl looking for answers and an orphan girl from the past who tries to
provide them, award-winning novelist Irene N. Watts uncovers a tale about the real meaning of family.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 5-8–Almost a century separates Katie and Lilly but they share many things, including their family.
The narrative bounces back and forth between the early 1900s and the present as they tell their stories. Katie,
13, is sent to spend three weeks with her grandparents in their new house in Halifax while her father and
stepmother go on a trip. There she meets Lilly, or rather Lilly's ghost, who came to Canada from London in
1907 as one of the many orphans who was shipped across the Atlantic Ocean to be adopted or, more likely,
to become indentured servants. During her stay, Katie's grandfather tells her what he knows of the family
history. The ghost of Lilly is eventually able to fill in the gaps as it becomes clear that she is Katie's great-
grandmother and that she worked in this house as a nanny. After learning of Lilly's hard life, Katie comes to
terms with the changes she faces. The main characters are believable, but the supporting cast remains very
much on the periphery. Also, readers must closely watch the dates of the chapters as the entire book is told in
first person, and the headings are the only clue as to which narrator is talking. Still, this is a good choice for
units on Canada at the turn of the century or for those who enjoy historical fiction with a touch of the
supernatural.–Nancy P. Reeder, Heathwood Hall Episcopal School, Columbia, SC
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From the Inside Flap
Thirteen-year-old Katie is an unwilling summer guest in the Victorian home of her Halifax grandparents. All
she wants to do is stay in her attic bedroom and brood. Disgruntled over her new stepmother's pregnancy and
how a baby might affect her life, Katie takes refuge in her dreams of playing the part of the disagreeable
orphan Mary Lennox in the upcoming school production of "The Secret Garden.
When Katie sees a shadow on her bedroom wall of an old-fashioned girl holding a flower, she tries to
convince herself it is caused by moonlight. But the girl reappears and shares her life with Katie, reaching
across the years to her. Is she a ghost? As Katie searches for some tangible evidence of the girl's presence,
she discovers a package of letters from World War I containing clues to a bygone time when British orphans
were sent to Canada as Home Children.
In this haunting journey of a young girl looking for answers and an orphan girl from the past who tries to
provide them, award-winning novelist Irene N. Watts uncovers a tale about the real meaning of family.

About the Author
Irene N. Watts is a writer, playwright, and drama consultant who has worked throughout Canada and
Europe. She is the author of three award-winning novels about the Kindertransport, including Good-bye
Marianne, Remember Me, and Finding Sophie, which have been published in the United Kingdom and
translated into Italian. She also co-edited Tapestry of Hope: Holocaust Writing for Young People with Lillian
Boraks-Nemetz. Irene N. Watts lives in Vancouver.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anne Hahn:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't



need do that. You must know how great and important the book Flower. All type of book could you see on
many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

David George:

This Flower book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
receive by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details
which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular Flower without we
recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
Flower can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because
you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Flower having great arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Helen Hanson:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Flower
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled
Floweris the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The
author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of
this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So that you can
see the represented of the world in this book.

Jackie Thompson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by
examining a book. Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book
everywhere? It okay you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like
Flower which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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