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Analysis of climate change policies focuses mainly on the prospects for
international agreements or how climate policies should be designed. Yet
effective domestic climate policies are essential to any global solution, and we
know too little about how and why such policies are adopted. Political
Opportunities for Climate Policy examines in depth the causes of effective
climate policies in the United States, using a statistical analysis of all fifty states
and long-term case studies of California, New York, and the federal government.
Roger Karapin analyzes twenty-two episodes in which policies were adopted,
blocked, or reversed. He shows that actors and events have positively affected
climate policy making, despite the constraints presented by political institutions
and powerful fossil fuel industries. Climate policy advocates have succeeded
when they mobilized vigorously and astutely during windows of opportunity -
which opened when events converged to raise both problem awareness and the
political commitment to address them.
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Analysis of climate change policies focuses mainly on the prospects for international agreements or how
climate policies should be designed. Yet effective domestic climate policies are essential to any global
solution, and we know too little about how and why such policies are adopted. Political Opportunities for
Climate Policy examines in depth the causes of effective climate policies in the United States, using a
statistical analysis of all fifty states and long-term case studies of California, New York, and the federal
government. Roger Karapin analyzes twenty-two episodes in which policies were adopted, blocked, or
reversed. He shows that actors and events have positively affected climate policy making, despite the
constraints presented by political institutions and powerful fossil fuel industries. Climate policy advocates
have succeeded when they mobilized vigorously and astutely during windows of opportunity - which opened
when events converged to raise both problem awareness and the political commitment to address them.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Is the US government forever stuck in neutral with regards to policies to affect climate change? Karapin
carefully lays out the conditions under which dramatic, significant, and effective policy change can indeed
take place ... A must-read for those interested in theories of public policy and of course for those concerned
with the future of our climate."
Frank R. Baumgartner, Richard J. Richardson Distinguished Professor of Political Science, University of
North Carolina, Chapel Hill

"[A] remarkably thorough, timely, and valuable assessment of energy and climate change policies at both the
federal and state levels in the United States ... [Karapin's] carefully researched analysis comes at an
opportune time as both the states and the federal government confront the inevitability of climate change and
seek ways to respond that are both politically feasible and likely to make a substantial difference."
Michael E. Kraft, University of Wisconsin, Green Bay

"[A] major contribution to our understanding of both environmental federalism and climate policy. By
skilfully weaving together the important roles played by opportunity structures, path dependence, policy
windows, and focusing events, Karapin has illuminated the complex and often contingent factors that shape
the way climate policy is and is not being made. I strongly recommend this book to all students of
environmental policy and politics."
David Vogel, University of California, Berkeley

"Political Opportunities for Climate Policy is a must-read book for everyone keen on understanding climate
change policy at the national and state level in the United States today and the prospects for the future. First,
it provides a detailed yet succinct description of what those policies are and how they have evolved. It
provides an especially important in-depth analysis of California and New York, which have emerged as
climate policy leaders in the context of the US federal system [with] policies comparable to other
industrialized nations. Second, Karapin addresses the issue of how best to explain California and New York
policy leadership in light of the three prominent theories in the fields of political science and public policy:
Kingdon's 'windows of opportunity', Sabatier's 'advocacy coalition framework', and Collier's 'path
dependence'. He concludes with a persuasive theoretical synthesis, on the basis of which the challenges and
opportunities for addressing the growing challenge of climate change in the US become clear."
Daniel A. Mazmanian, University of Southern California

"The US is often pilloried for lack of action on climate change but this is not true of the state level. This
analysis of the factors that influence climate policy adoption in California and New York and at the federal
level, which combines statistical and historical approaches, shows that while structural factors such as
dependence on fossil fuel production do stand in the way of strong climate policies, structure is not destiny.
Other important factors include strategic choices such as framing climate policy in terms of economic
benefits, emphasizing cobenefits for air pollution, health, and job creation, designing policy proposals to
shift costs to later years, reducing the visibility of costs, and using any additional revenues generated for
popular public purposes. The depth and rigour of this analysis, as well as its constructive recommendations,
makes it essential reading for anyone interested in the politics of climate change today."
Hugh Compston, Cardiff University



About the Author
Roger Karapin is Professor of Political Science at Hunter College and the Graduate Center, City University
of New York, and is the editor-in-chief of Polity.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa Streeter:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Political Opportunities for
Climate Policy: California, New York, and the Federal Government, you could enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Tonya Deschamps:

This Political Opportunities for Climate Policy: California, New York, and the Federal Government is great
guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with
world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great plan
word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have
whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having Political Opportunities for Climate Policy: California, New York, and
the Federal Government in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single.
We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do
that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Teresa Hanson:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Political Opportunities for Climate Policy:
California, New York, and the Federal Government can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book
you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Hermelinda Anthony:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book Political Opportunities for Climate Policy: California, New York, and the Federal
Government we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must want



to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change
your life with this book Political Opportunities for Climate Policy: California, New York, and the Federal
Government. You can more desirable than now.
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