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Many know of Shambhala, the Tibetan Buddhist legendary land of spiritual bliss
popularized by the film, Shangri-La. But few may know of the role Shambhala
played in Russian geopolitics in the early twentieth century. Perhaps the only one
on the subject, Andrei Znamenski's book presents a wholly different glimpse of
early Soviet history both erudite and fascinating. Using archival sources and
memoirs, he explores how spiritual adventurers, revolutionaries, and nationalists
West and East exploited Shambhala to promote their fanatical schemes, focusing
on the Bolshevik attempt to use Mongol-Tibetan prophecies to railroad
Communism into inner Asia. We meet such characters as Gleb Bokii, the
Bolshevik secret police commissar who tried to use Buddhist techniques to
conjure the ideal human; and Nicholas Roerich, the Russian painter who, driven
by his otherworldly Master and blackmailed by the Bolshevik secret police,
posed as a reincarnation of the Dalai Lama to unleash religious war in Tibet. We
also learn of clandestine activities of the Bolsheviks from the Mongol-Tibetan
Section of the Communist International who took over Mongolia and then,
dressed as lama pilgrims, tried to set Tibet ablaze; and of their opponent, Ja-
Lama, an "avenging lama" fond of spilling blood during his tantra rituals.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gregory Goolsby:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Red Shambhala:
Magic, Prophecy, and Geopolitics in the Heart of Asia? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Justin Perry:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When
you read this Red Shambhala: Magic, Prophecy, and Geopolitics in the Heart of Asia, you are able to tells
your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a reserve.

Michael Hale:

Typically the book Red Shambhala: Magic, Prophecy, and Geopolitics in the Heart of Asia has a lot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of
book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Thomas Paine:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Red
Shambhala: Magic, Prophecy, and Geopolitics in the Heart of Asia your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Red Shambhala: Magic, Prophecy, and Geopolitics in



the Heart of Asia giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving
you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern
the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning
a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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