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Stand-Up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America is the first study of stand-
up comedy as a form of art. John Limon appreciates and analyzes the specific
practice of stand-up itself, moving beyond theories of the joke, of the comic, and
of comedy in general to read stand-up through the lens of literary and cultural
theory. Limon argues that stand-up is an artform best defined by its fascination
with the abject, Julia Kristeva’s term for those aspects of oneself that are
obnoxious to one’s sense of identity but that are nevertheless—like blood, feces,
or urine—impossible to jettison once and for all. All of a comedian’s life, Limon
asserts, is abject in this sense.
Limon begins with stand-up comics in the 1950s and 1960s—Lenny Bruce, Carl
Reiner, Mel Brooks, Mike Nichols, Elaine May—when the norm of the
profession was the Jewish, male, heterosexual comedian. He then moves toward
the present with analyses of David Letterman, Richard Pryor, Ellen DeGeneres,
and Paula Poundstone. Limon incorporates feminist, race, and queer theories to
argue that the “comedification” of America—stand-up comedy’s escape from its
narrow origins—involves the repossession by black, female, queer, and
Protestant comedians of what was black, female, queer, yet suburbanizing in
Jewish, male, heterosexual comedy. Limon’s formal definition of stand-up as
abject art thus hinges on his claim that the great American comedians of the
1950s and 1960s located their comedy at the place (which would have been
conceived in 1960 as a location between New York City or Chicago and their
suburbs) where body is thrown off for the mind and materiality is thrown off for
abstraction—at the place, that is, where American abjection has always found its
home.
As the first study of its kind, Stand-Up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in
America will appeal to a wide audience including those interested in cultural
studies, Jewish studies, gender and queer theory.
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Stand-Up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America is the first study of stand-up comedy as a form of art.
John Limon appreciates and analyzes the specific practice of stand-up itself, moving beyond theories of the
joke, of the comic, and of comedy in general to read stand-up through the lens of literary and cultural theory.
Limon argues that stand-up is an artform best defined by its fascination with the abject, Julia Kristeva’s term
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abject in this sense.
Limon begins with stand-up comics in the 1950s and 1960s—Lenny Bruce, Carl Reiner, Mel Brooks, Mike
Nichols, Elaine May—when the norm of the profession was the Jewish, male, heterosexual comedian. He
then moves toward the present with analyses of David Letterman, Richard Pryor, Ellen DeGeneres, and
Paula Poundstone. Limon incorporates feminist, race, and queer theories to argue that the “comedification”
of America—stand-up comedy’s escape from its narrow origins—involves the repossession by black,
female, queer, and Protestant comedians of what was black, female, queer, yet suburbanizing in Jewish,
male, heterosexual comedy. Limon’s formal definition of stand-up as abject art thus hinges on his claim that
the great American comedians of the 1950s and 1960s located their comedy at the place (which would have
been conceived in 1960 as a location between New York City or Chicago and their suburbs) where body is
thrown off for the mind and materiality is thrown off for abstraction—at the place, that is, where American
abjection has always found its home.
As the first study of its kind, Stand-Up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America will appeal to a wide
audience including those interested in cultural studies, Jewish studies, gender and queer theory.
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Editorial Review

Review

“John Limon’s book opens up exciting new possibilities in cultural studies. Stand-up comedy—manic,
smutty, abusive, improvisatory—has up to now evaded academic critics, as if its pleasures were too volatile
for examination. Limon carries off the feat—rarely achieved by analysts of humour—of taking comedy
seriously without spoiling the jokes.”—Maud Ellmann, University of Cambridge

“Limon’s close readings of specific comic performances are masterful, making vivid and compelling his
larger and more abstract arguments about the ways that comedy allows us to deal with the process of cultural
abjection. Speaking as someone who has taught and written about the American comic tradition for more
than a decade, I can honestly say I learned something significant about each of the performers he
examines.”—Henry Jenkins, author of Classical Hollywood Comedy

From the Publisher
“Limon’s close readings of specific comic performances are masterful, making vivid and compelling his
larger and more abstract arguments about the ways that comedy allows us to deal with the process of cultural
abjection. Speaking as someone who has taught and written about the American comic tradition for more
than a decade, I can honestly say I learned something significant about each of the performers he
examines.”—Henry Jenkins, author of Classical Hollywood Comedy

“John Limon’s book opens up exciting new possibilities in cultural studies. Stand-up comedy—manic,
smutty, abusive, improvisatory—has up to now evaded academic critics, as if its pleasures were too volatile
for examination. Limon carries off the feat—rarely achieved by analysts of humour—of taking comedy
seriously without spoiling the jokes.”—Maud Ellmann, University of Cambridge

From the Back Cover
"John Limon's book opens up exciting new possibilities in cultural studies. Stand-up comedy--manic, smutty,
abusive, improvisatory--has up to now evaded academic critics, as if its pleasures were too volatile for
examination. Limon carries off the feat--rarely achieved by analysts of humour--of taking comedy seriously
without spoiling the jokes."--Maud Ellmann, University of Cambridge

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Lucero:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in
America (New Americanists) as your daily resource information.



Dennis Bryant:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or,
Abjection in America (New Americanists) e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
skepticism Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America (New Americanists) as good book not just
by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its handle,
so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said
so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Mary Jacobs:

Beside this particular Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America (New Americanists) in your
phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection
in America (New Americanists) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at
times have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

Carl Fox:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or,
Abjection in America (New Americanists) can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?
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