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This powerful account of the oppression of women in the Muslim world remains
as shocking today as when it was first published, more than a quarter of a century
ago.

Nawal El Saadawi writes out of a powerful sense of the violence and injustice
which permeated her society. Her experiences working as a doctor in villages
around Egypt, witnessing prostitution, honour killings and sexual abuse,
including female circumcision, drove her to give voice to this suffering. She goes
on explore the causes of the situation through a discussion of the historical role of
Arab women in religion and literature. Saadawi argues that the veil, polygamy
and legal inequality are incompatible with the essence of Islam or any human
faith.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English, Arabic (translation)

About the Author

Egyptian novelist, doctor and militant writer on Arab women's problems and their struggle for liberation,
Nawal el Saadawi was born in the village of Kafr Tahla. Refusing to accept the limitations imposed by both
religious and colonial oppression on most women of rural origin, she qualified as a doctor in 1955 and rose
to become Egypt's Director of Public Health. Since she began to write over 30 years ago, her books have
concentrated on women. In 1972, her first work of non fiction, Women and Sex, evoked the antagonism of
highly placed political and theological authorities, and the Ministry of Health was pressurised into dismissing
her. Under similar pressures she lost her post as Chief Editor of a health journal and as Assistant General
Secretary in the Medical Association in Egypt. From 1973 to 1976 she worked on researching women and
neurosis in the Ain Shams University's Faculty of Medicine; and from 1979 to 1980 she was the United
Nations Advisor for the Women's Programme in Africa (ECA) and Middle East (ECWA). Later in 1980, as a
culmination of the long war she had fought for Egyptian women's social and intellectual freedom, an activity
that had closed all avenues of official jobs to her, she was imprisoned under the Sadat regime. She has since
founded the Arab Women's Solidarity Association and devoted her time to being a writer, journalist and
worldwide speaker on women's issues. With the publication by Zed Books in 1980 of The Hidden Face of
Eve: Women in the Arab World, English language readers were first introduced to the work of this major
writer. Zed Books has also published four of her previous novels, Woman at Point Zero (1983), God Dies by
the Nile (1985), The Circling Song (1989) and Searching (1991) as well as a collection of her non-fiction
writings The Nawal El Saadawi Reader (1997). She has received three literary awards.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anderson Austin:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also
they write about the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays
always try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the
book. One of them is this The Hidden Face of Eve: Women in the Arab World.

Bridget Chacon:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or



even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a book. The book The Hidden Face of Eve: Women in the Arab World it is very good to read. There
are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this
book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Craig Duran:

Precisely why? Because this The Hidden Face of Eve: Women in the Arab World is an unordinary book that
the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So ,
still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Erick Graf:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Hidden Face of Eve: Women in the Arab World the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and
every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe
you never get before. The The Hidden Face of Eve: Women in the Arab World giving you yet another
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So
now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time
activity?
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