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Using oral history, ethnography, and close readings of media, Sarah C. Bishop
probes the myriad and sometimes conflicting ways refugees interpret and use
mediated representations of life in the United States. Guided by 74 refugee
narrators from Bhutan, Burma, Iraq, and Somalia, U.S. Media and Migration
explores answers to questions such as: What does one learn from media about an
unfamiliar place? How does media help or hinder refugees' sense of belonging
after relocation? And how does the U.S. government use media to shape
refugees' understanding of American norms, standards, and ideals? With insights
from refugees and resettlement administrators throughout, Bishop provides a
compelling and layered analysis of the interaction between refugees and U.S.
media before, during, and long after resettlement.
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Using oral history, ethnography, and close readings of media, Sarah C. Bishop probes the myriad and
sometimes conflicting ways refugees interpret and use mediated representations of life in the United States.
Guided by 74 refugee narrators from Bhutan, Burma, Iraq, and Somalia, U.S. Media and Migration explores
answers to questions such as: What does one learn from media about an unfamiliar place? How does media
help or hinder refugees' sense of belonging after relocation? And how does the U.S. government use media
to shape refugees' understanding of American norms, standards, and ideals? With insights from refugees and
resettlement administrators throughout, Bishop provides a compelling and layered analysis of the interaction
between refugees and U.S. media before, during, and long after resettlement.
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Editorial Review

Review

"As the world watches with incredulity and shame the harrowing experiences of the latest wave of refugees
and national governments do little to respond humanely, US Media and Migration is a timely work. It
provides an original and insightful analysis of refugee media use/influence and does so before, during and
after their arrival in the U.S. Importantly, it also forefronts the voices of the refugees themselves. Highly
recommended." -Simon Cottle, Cardiff University, author of Global Crisis Reporting

"Sarah C. Bishop offers a nuanced, well-thought, critical, highly readable and timely analysis of the role of
communication, culture, and imagination in one of the most significant processes at work in today’s global
context: the complex and multivaried encounter between migrants’ expectations of their life in the West, and
the West’s assumption of what they are and what they are supposed to turn into as they pass through the
"pressure cooker" of normative Westernization." –Alessandro Portelli, University of Rome, La Sapienza

"U.S. Media and Migration is a must read. Underprivileged migration will be on the biggest social problems
of this century, and Sarah C. Bishop successfully illustrates how media will play an important role in
working on this problem. The 74 interviews with refugees are a great treasure. In this book, Bishop has given
these migrants a voice and presence." –Joachim Trebbe, Free University of Berlin

"U.S. Media and Migration examines the ways in which refugees use and interpret multiple forms of US
media before, during, and after their relocation to the US. Using firsthand narratives from refugees and
refugee settlement administrators, the author demonstrates the significance of mediated discourses in
refugees' 'enculturation' to US culture and their understanding of their new home. The text brings to light not
only the popular media that refugees engage with but also the media created and sanctioned by the US
government that they encounter in their various stages of relocation. Overall, the book advances knowledge
of 'media's power and limitations in transnational contexts.' By focusing on refugees (underprivileged,
involuntary immigrants), Bishop (CUNY Baruch College) proffers a corrective to the lack of attention given
to forced migration in American immigration scholarship. Furthermore, by using firsthand accounts of
refugees from Bhutan, Burma, Iraq, and Somalia, the text foregrounds the voices of otherwise marginalized
immigrants and situates them as a rich source of knowledge about immigration processes. The
straightforward nature of the author's writing and arguments makes the book accessible to and appropriate
for lower- and upper-level undergraduate students."-K. Gentles-Peart, Roger Williams University

About the Author

Sarah C. Bishop is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Communication Studies at Baruch College,
City University of New York. Bishop’s research considers the interaction of media and migration. Much of
her published work pertains to the ways immigrants, refugees, and sojourners use and are portrayed in media
throughout intercultural transitions. At Baruch, Bishop teaches a range of undergraduate and graduate
courses in Intercultural Communication, Privilege and Difference, and Digital Media Culture.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jon McKibben:

The book U.S. Media and Migration: Refugee Oral Histories give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book
U.S. Media and Migration: Refugee Oral Histories to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like
add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like start and read a reserve U.S. Media and Migration: Refugee Oral Histories. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about
this publication?

Raymond Dahms:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to
fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should
read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled U.S. Media and Migration:
Refugee Oral Histories can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Rebecca Bonnett:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like U.S. Media and Migration:
Refugee Oral Histories which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Elbert Lupton:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. From the book U.S. Media and Migration: Refugee Oral Histories we can have more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book U.S. Media and
Migration: Refugee Oral Histories. You can more desirable than now.
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