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The critically acclaimed number 1 bestseller in paperback.

A household name, an Australian rock icon, the elder statesman of Ozrock - there
isn't an accolade or cliche that doesn't apply to Jimmy Barnes. But long before
Cold Chisel and Barnesy, long before the tall tales of success and excess, there
was the true story of James Dixon Swan - a working class boy whose family
made the journey from Scotland to Australia in search of a better life.

Working Class Boy is a powerful reflection on a traumatic and violent childhood,
which fuelled the excess and recklessness that would define, but almost destroy,
the rock'n'roll legend. This is the story of how James Swan became Jimmy
Barnes. It is a memoir burning with the frustration and frenetic energy of teenage
sex, drugs, violence and ambition for more than what you have.

Raw, gritty, compassionate, surprising and darkly funny - Jimmy Barnes's
childhood memoir is at once the story of migrant dreams fulfilled and dashed.
Arriving in Australia in the Summer of 1962, things went from bad to worse for
the Swan family - Dot, Jim and their six kids. The scramble to manage in the
tough northern suburbs of Adelaide in the 60s would take its toll on the Swans as
dwindling money, too much alcohol, and fraying tempers gave way to violence
and despair. This is the story a family's collapse, but also a young boy's dream to
escape the misery of the suburbs with a once-in-a-lifetime chance to join a
rock'n'roll band and get out of town for good.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Jimmy Barnes is a Scottish-born rock singer-songwriter who grew up in Adelaide. His career, both as a solo
performer and as the lead vocalist of the legendary band Cold Chisel, has made him one of the most
successful and distinctive artists in Australian music history.  
A prolific songwriter and performer, Jimmy has been a storyteller for more than 40 years, sharing his life and
passions with Australians of all ages at over ten thousand gigs throughout his adopted homeland. In the
process he has amassed more #1 albums in Australia than the Beatles: four with Cold Chisel and eleven as a
solo artist, including the iconic For the Working Class Man. Across his career Jimmy has sold over 12
million albums and he has been inducted into the ARIA Hall of Fame twice.
Jimmy lives in New South Wales, with Jane, his wife of 35 years, their children, grandchildren and two
schnauzers. As well as writing and recording new music and touring virtually non-stop, he is currently
working on the second volume of his memoirs.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bessie Morris:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this Working Class Boy to read.

Arthur Haase:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Working Class Boy is kind of book which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

Shane Ward:

The actual book Working Class Boy will bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Working Class Boy is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the



e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Loretta Faria:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books
in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Working Class Boy. This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this
publication you can get many advantages.
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