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Blind since early childhood, the Egyptian theologian and monk Didymus (ca.
313–398) wielded a masterful knowledge of Scripture, philosophy, and previous
biblical interpretation, earning the esteem of his contemporaries Athanasius,
Antony of Egypt, Jerome, Rufinus, and Palladius, as well as of the historians
Socrates and Theodoret in the decades following his death. He was, however,
anathematized by the Fifth Ecumenical Council in 553 because of his utilization
and defense of the works of Origen, and this condemnation may be responsible
for the loss of many of Didymus's writings. Jerome and Palladius mentioned that
Didymus had written commentaries on Old Testament books; these
commentaries were assumed to be no longer extant until the discovery in 1941 in
Tura, Egypt, of papyri containing commentaries on Genesis, Zechariah, Job,
Ecclesiastes, and some of the Psalms.

Certain features of the Genesis commentary, unfortunately not preserved in its
entirety, seem to indicate that it may have been Didymus's earliest work. In
addition to his silence regarding his other works, remarks on specific heresies as
well as Christological interpretations occur much less frequently here than in his
Zechariah commentary (previously published in Fathers of the Church Vol. 111).
Moreover, the heavier reliance on Philo and Origen may indicate relative
inexperience.

Whereas Didymus specifically names Philo in this commentary, he never
identifies Origen as one of his sources even when quoting the latter verbatim.
Like Origen, he rejects anthropomorphic interpretations and proceeds to an
allegorical approach when the literal meaning repels him. He does not, however,
neglect the literal-historical level; see, for example, his examination of the story
of the Flood. All three of Origen's levels of interpretation?literal, moral, and
allegorical?are mobilized here. This previously untranslated text is crucial for
studies of the fourth century and of the monumental influence of Origen.
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Blind since early childhood, the Egyptian theologian and monk Didymus (ca. 313–398) wielded a masterful
knowledge of Scripture, philosophy, and previous biblical interpretation, earning the esteem of his
contemporaries Athanasius, Antony of Egypt, Jerome, Rufinus, and Palladius, as well as of the historians
Socrates and Theodoret in the decades following his death. He was, however, anathematized by the Fifth
Ecumenical Council in 553 because of his utilization and defense of the works of Origen, and this
condemnation may be responsible for the loss of many of Didymus's writings. Jerome and Palladius
mentioned that Didymus had written commentaries on Old Testament books; these commentaries were
assumed to be no longer extant until the discovery in 1941 in Tura, Egypt, of papyri containing
commentaries on Genesis, Zechariah, Job, Ecclesiastes, and some of the Psalms.

Certain features of the Genesis commentary, unfortunately not preserved in its entirety, seem to indicate that
it may have been Didymus's earliest work. In addition to his silence regarding his other works, remarks on
specific heresies as well as Christological interpretations occur much less frequently here than in his
Zechariah commentary (previously published in Fathers of the Church Vol. 111). Moreover, the heavier
reliance on Philo and Origen may indicate relative inexperience.

Whereas Didymus specifically names Philo in this commentary, he never identifies Origen as one of his
sources even when quoting the latter verbatim. Like Origen, he rejects anthropomorphic interpretations and
proceeds to an allegorical approach when the literal meaning repels him. He does not, however, neglect the
literal-historical level; see, for example, his examination of the story of the Flood. All three of Origen's levels
of interpretation?literal, moral, and allegorical?are mobilized here. This previously untranslated text is
crucial for studies of the fourth century and of the monumental influence of Origen.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Robert C. Hill, a founder and honorary fellow of the Australian Catholic University's Centre for Early
Christian Studies, was a distinguished biblical scholar best known for his prodigious talent as a translator of
patristic biblical commentaries onthe Old Testament. Nearly thirty volumes of his translations have been
published, many of them in the Fathers of the Church series, others in the Library of Early Christianity
series. In recognition of this work he was awarded the papal cross Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice by Pope John
Paul II.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michelle Johnson:

This Commentary on Genesis (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) book is simply not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This particular Commentary on Genesis (Fathers of the Church Patristic
Series) without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end
up being worry Commentary on Genesis (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) can bring when you are and
not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop
even cell phone. This Commentary on Genesis (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) having great
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Brenda Taylor:

The reserve with title Commentary on Genesis (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) contains a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That
is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.

Jimmy Martinez:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, think
reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Commentary on Genesis (Fathers of the
Church Patristic Series) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.



William Henslee:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This book Commentary on Genesis (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series)
was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from
a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book
you wanted.
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