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Many commentators have remarked in passing on the resonance between
deconstructionist theory and certain ideas of quantum physics. In this book,
Arkady Plotnitsky rigorously elaborates the similarities and differences between
the two by focusing on the work of Niels Bohr and Jacques Derrida. In detailed
considerations of Bohr’s notion of complementarity and his debates with
Einstein, and in analysis of Derrida’s work via Georges Bataille’s concept of
general economy, Plotnitsky demonstrates the value of exploring these theories
in relation to each other.
Bohr’s term complementarity describes a situation, unavoidable in quantum
physics, in which two theories thought to be mutually exclusive are required to
explain a single phenomenon. Light, for example, can only be explained as both
wave and particle, but no synthesis of the two is possible. This theoretical
transformation is then examined in relation to the ways that Derrida sets his work
against or outside of Hegel, also resisting a similar kind of synthesis and enacting
a transformation of its own.
Though concerned primarily with Bohr and Derrida, Plotnitsky also considers a
wide range of anti-epistemological endeavors including the work of Nietzsche,
Bataille, and the mathematician Kurt Gödel. Under the rubric of complementarity
he develops a theoretical framework that raises new possiblilities for students and
scholars of literary theory, philosophy, and philosophy of science.
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Many commentators have remarked in passing on the resonance between deconstructionist theory and certain
ideas of quantum physics. In this book, Arkady Plotnitsky rigorously elaborates the similarities and
differences between the two by focusing on the work of Niels Bohr and Jacques Derrida. In detailed
considerations of Bohr’s notion of complementarity and his debates with Einstein, and in analysis of
Derrida’s work via Georges Bataille’s concept of general economy, Plotnitsky demonstrates the value of
exploring these theories in relation to each other.
Bohr’s term complementarity describes a situation, unavoidable in quantum physics, in which two theories
thought to be mutually exclusive are required to explain a single phenomenon. Light, for example, can only
be explained as both wave and particle, but no synthesis of the two is possible. This theoretical
transformation is then examined in relation to the ways that Derrida sets his work against or outside of
Hegel, also resisting a similar kind of synthesis and enacting a transformation of its own.
Though concerned primarily with Bohr and Derrida, Plotnitsky also considers a wide range of anti-
epistemological endeavors including the work of Nietzsche, Bataille, and the mathematician Kurt Gödel.
Under the rubric of complementarity he develops a theoretical framework that raises new possiblilities for
students and scholars of literary theory, philosophy, and philosophy of science.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Johanna Garrett:

Often the book Complementarity: Anti-Epistemology after Bohr and Derrida will bring one to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Complementarity: Anti-
Epistemology after Bohr and Derrida is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in
the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

James Shafer:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be Complementarity: Anti-Epistemology after Bohr and
Derrida why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

Francis Rutland:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more
time to be learn. Complementarity: Anti-Epistemology after Bohr and Derrida can be your answer because it
can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Susan Ford:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet,
magazine, book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book.
Often the book that recommended for you is Complementarity: Anti-Epistemology after Bohr and Derrida
this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented
just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to



understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book ideal all of you.
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