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In recent decades, literary critics have praised novel theory for abandoning its
formalist roots and defining the novel as a vehicle of social discourse. The old
school of novel theory has long been associated with Henry James; the new
school allies itself with the Russian theorist Mikhail Bakhtin. In this book, the
author argues that actually it was the compatibility of Bakhtin with James that
prompted Anglo-American theorists to embrace Bakhtin with such enthusiasm.
Far from rejecting James, in other words, recent novel theorists have only refined
James's foundational recharacterization of the novel as the genre that does not
simply represent identity through its content but actually instantiates it through
its form.
Social Formalism demonstrates the persistence of James's theoretical
assumptions from his writings and those of his disciple Percy Lubbock through
the critique of Jamesian theory by Roland Barthes, Wayne Booth, and Gérard
Genette to the current Anglo-American assimilation of Bakhtin. It also traces the
expansion of James's influence, as mediated by Bakhtin, into cultural and literary
theory. Jamesian social formalism is shown to help determine the widely
influential theories of minority identity expounded by such important cultural
critics as Barbara Johnson and Henry Louis Gates. Social Formalism thus
explains why a tradition that began by defining novelistic value as the formal
instantiation of identity ends by defining minority political empowerment as
aestheticized self-representation.

 Download Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry J ...pdf

 Read Online Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804733562
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804733562
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804733562
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804733562
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804733562
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804733562
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804733562
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804733562
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804733562
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804733562
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804733562


Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry James to
the Present

By Dorothy J. Hale

Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry James to the Present By Dorothy J. Hale

In recent decades, literary critics have praised novel theory for abandoning its formalist roots and defining
the novel as a vehicle of social discourse. The old school of novel theory has long been associated with
Henry James; the new school allies itself with the Russian theorist Mikhail Bakhtin. In this book, the author
argues that actually it was the compatibility of Bakhtin with James that prompted Anglo-American theorists
to embrace Bakhtin with such enthusiasm. Far from rejecting James, in other words, recent novel theorists
have only refined James's foundational recharacterization of the novel as the genre that does not simply
represent identity through its content but actually instantiates it through its form.
Social Formalism demonstrates the persistence of James's theoretical assumptions from his writings and
those of his disciple Percy Lubbock through the critique of Jamesian theory by Roland Barthes, Wayne
Booth, and Gérard Genette to the current Anglo-American assimilation of Bakhtin. It also traces the
expansion of James's influence, as mediated by Bakhtin, into cultural and literary theory. Jamesian social
formalism is shown to help determine the widely influential theories of minority identity expounded by such
important cultural critics as Barbara Johnson and Henry Louis Gates. Social Formalism thus explains why a
tradition that began by defining novelistic value as the formal instantiation of identity ends by defining
minority political empowerment as aestheticized self-representation.

Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry James to the Present By Dorothy J. Hale
Bibliography

Sales Rank: #2449138 in Books●

Brand: Brand: Stanford University Press●

Published on: 1998-07-01●

Released on: 1998-07-01●

Original language: English●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 9.00" h x .60" w x 6.00" l, .81 pounds●

Binding: Paperback●

264 pages●

 Download Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry J ...pdf

 Read Online Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804733562
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804733562
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804733562
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804733562
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804733562
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804733562
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804733562
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804733562


Download and Read Free Online Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry James to the
Present By Dorothy J. Hale

Editorial Review

Review
“This book stages a powerful critique of the theory of narrative in general, and of the novel in particular.
Hale’s arguments are convincing, she writes with an admirable lucidity, and she is fearless in taking on the
central shibboleths of the last thirty years. This is a splendid, brave, bracing performance.”?Jonathan
Freedman, University of Michigan

From the Inside Flap

In recent decades, literary critics have praised novel theory for abandoning its formalist roots and defining
the novel as a vehicle of social discourse. The old school of novel theory has long been associated with
Henry James; the new school allies itself with the Russian theorist Mikhail Bakhtin. In this book, the author
argues that actually it was the compatibility of Bakhtin with James that prompted Anglo-American theorists
to embrace Bakhtin with such enthusiasm. Far from rejecting James, in other words, recent novel theorists
have only refined James’s foundational recharacterization of the novel as the genre that does not simply
represent identity through its content but actually instantiates it through its form.
Social Formalism demonstrates the persistence of James’s theoretical assumptions from his writings and
those of his disciple Percy Lubbock through the critique of Jamesian theory by Roland Barthes, Wayne
Booth, and Gérard Genette to the current Anglo-American assimilation of Bakhtin. It also traces the
expansion of James’s influence, as mediated by Bakhtin, into cultural and literary theory. Jamesian social
formalism is shown to help determine the widely influential theories of minority identity expounded by such
important cultural critics as Barbara Johnson and Henry Louis Gates. Social Formalism thus explains why a
tradition that began by defining novelistic value as the formal instantiation of identity ends by defining
minority political empowerment as aestheticized self-representation.

From the Back Cover

“This book stages a powerful critique of the theory of narrative in general, and of the novel in particular.
Hale’s arguments are convincing, she writes with an admirable lucidity, and she is fearless in taking on the
central shibboleths of the last thirty years. This is a splendid, brave, bracing performance.”—Jonathan
Freedman, University of Michigan

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carol Hamilton:

This Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry James to the Present are reliable for you who want
to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Social Formalism: The Novel in
Theory from Henry James to the Present can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that might be will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry
James to the Present forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you



test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Andrea Whitt:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be study. Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry James to the Present can be
your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Leroy Raymond:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry
James to the Present or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good
a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science
guide, any other book likes Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry James to the Present to
make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Anthony Koch:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate
you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them
is Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry James to the Present.
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