Song of the Axe

By John R. Dann

Read Online ©

Song of the Axe By John R. Dann

In the tradition of Jean Auel's famous Clan of the Cave Bear, Song of the Axeis
about the rich panorama of prehistoric life spread out on an epic canvas, and the
origin of myth in historical events.

Song of the Axe is the story of two lovers, Agon and Eena, and their family, who
lived 30,000 years ago. Agon is agreat warrior, a master of the deadly axe song,
the music of his weapon. Eena, beloved of Mother Earth, can fight like a man and
cast a spear better than anyone. They and their tribe live by the banks of a huge,
glacier-fed river at atime near the end of an Ice Age, when fearsome invaders
threaten their lives.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Potent if overlong, Dann's (The Good Neighbors) prehistoric epic is a dizzying amalgam of legend, myth,
archaeol ogy, warfare and romance. Set somewhere on the Eurasian continent around 30,000 B.C., the novel
pits lovers Agon and Eena against tradition and taboo in atime of immense brutality and a place of vast,
pristine beauty. Agon is known simply as Axe Man while Eenais referred to as Spear Woman, atitle she
first lives up to in a gruesome scene in which she adroitly casts her spear down the throat of ahyena. Agonis
the son of mighty chieftain and sorcerer Grae, leader of awarrior tribe known as the Bison Hunters. He spies
golden-haired Eena with her brother and father along the banks of an immense glacier-fed river. Before his
eyes, the men are daughtered by arival Neanderthal tribe led by the murderous shaman, Ka, who kidnaps
and rapes Eena. Heroic Axe Man saves Spear Woman, and the two begin their own tribe, yet they till fear
the vengeance of Ka's children. Their loveisnot like that of their fellow cave-dwellers, but areciprocal
passion and a mutual respect for each other's strengths. In his sweeping, cast-of-thousands tale, Dann tackles
the culture of the Ice Age in sparse, biblically tinged prose. Agent, Bernard Shir-Cliff. Author tour.
(Apr.)Forecast: It's hard to determine the ideal audience for this one those drawn to the romantic element
may be turned off by all the gore, and vice versa, while many will tire of the protracted and stilted narrative
but fans of Jean Auel's Earth's Children series are a safe bet.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Set in 30,000 B.C.E., Dann's debut novel is reminiscent of Jean Auel's The Clan of the Cave Bear. It
combines elements of anthropological history and the mythologies of several cultures. When Eenais
captured by Ka, leader of the clan of Kaan, Alor comes to her rescue, killing Ka and taking Eena as his mate.
A mighty hunter, Alor isvirtually invincible in battle owing in large part to the magic tied to his axe.
Together, Alor and Eena become the legendary Axe Man and Spear Woman. In spite of their desireto livein
peace with their sons, they can't escape the shadow of Ka, for his offspring pursue them, seeking revenge.
Although the author infuses his story with interesting and creative references to the story of Adam and Eve
aswell as Earth Mother and goddess mythologies, the book as awhole is less than memorable, and the
writing is forced and stilted. Recommended only for large public libraries where there is a demand for Auel
read-alikes.DJane Baird, Anchorage Municipal Libs.

Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

In the tradition of Clan of the Cave Bear (1980), this prehistoric epic introduces a gallery of memorable
characters while successfully conjuring the primitive culture and environment of the Ice Age. When Agon, a
fierce warrior and master of the hunt, fallsin love with Eena, renowned for her prowess with the spear, their
path to happiness is marred by tragedy. When members of a savage tribe ambush Eena and her family, Eena
israped by Ka, the foul Snake Man. After Agon rescues Eena, custom dictates that he must kill her in order
to bring back the spirits of her dain father and brother. Unable to do so, the lovers flee to the Blue Hills,
establishing a home and raising afamily. Vowing revenge and determined to claim Eena as his wife, Ka
continues to stalk them across the years and the frozen plains. Suffused in the mythology and mysticism of
an ancient era, this mesmerizing sagawill enthrall a broad spectrum of readers. Margaret Flanagan
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michael Naylor:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Song of the Axe as your daily resource information.

Edward Crodley:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Song of the Axe
suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in thisera. Typically the book untitled Song
of the Axeisthe one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just
before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
understand the core of this publication. This book will give you agreat deal of information about this world
now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Ann Yoho:

In this eraglobalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyoneto
understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to share. Y ou
can find alot of referralsto get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou can see that how,
alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for your requirements
is Song of the Axe this e-book consist alot of the information of the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of
to explainit is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's
why this book suited all of you.

Gwendolyn Mullins:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or
real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful picson there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe know that
on this age, many waysto get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So, this Song of the Axe can make you experience more interested to read.
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