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What determines who a woman will become? Jane Hall was an orphan at fifteen
and a "literary prodigy" according to the press. How did this spirited young girl
from an Arizona mining town become a Depression-era debutante, a successful
author of magazine fiction, and a screenwriter at Hollywood's most glamorous
studio? At Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Jane wrote the story and the script for the
"best social comedy of 1939," These Glamour Girls, and established a lively
camaraderie with F. Scott Fitzgerald, who worked in the office next door to hers.
But Jane's ambition conflicted with the expectations of her family, her friends,
and the era in which she lived. Drawing on her mother's diaries and scores of
letters, historian Robin Cutler takes us on an unforgettable journey through 1930s
Manhattan and Hollywood as Jane wrestles with who she was meant to be. Such
Mad Fun is a coming-of-age story set in a decade that has surprising parallels
with American life today. For much more: robinrcutler.com.
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era debutante, a successful author of magazine fiction, and a screenwriter at Hollywood's most glamorous
studio? At Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Jane wrote the story and the script for the "best social comedy of 1939,"
These Glamour Girls, and established a lively camaraderie with F. Scott Fitzgerald, who worked in the office
next door to hers. But Jane's ambition conflicted with the expectations of her family, her friends, and the era
in which she lived. Drawing on her mother's diaries and scores of letters, historian Robin Cutler takes us on
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Editorial Review

Review
Jane Hall's story mirrors those of many female professionals even today, who face immense pressures to
maintain a certain look. Hall's brushes with Hollywood and literary celebrities make great reading . . . This
portrait of a more literary mass-market America offers much food for reflection on modern culture. A
valuable, absorbing contribution to the history of women, golden-age Hollywood, Sand America's magazine
culture of the 1930s and '40s.  
    - KIRKUS STARRED REVIEW 
 
Such Mad Fun is . .  a seamless story of twentieth century life narrated with style and verve and empathy. 
    - SCOTT EYMAN, New York Times bestselling author of "John Wayne: The Life and Legend"
 
. . . an always fascinating tribute to a complex woman torn between home and career. Diary entries provide a
window into the mixed emotions of a gallant woman trying to live an independent life, but shaped by the
expectations of her class and time. Also revealing are the synopses of Jane's short stories and screenplays,
which illuminate the kinds of stories women were writing and reading -- and watching -- in that era of glossy
surfaces and incipient rebellion. 
    - MOLLY HASKELL, author of  "From Reverence to Rap:: The Treatment of Women in the Movies".
 
. . . provides a rare glimpse into the inner workings of the studio system during its heyday  . . .Cutler ably
brings to life the milieus, both social and professional, Jane Hall inhabited during a fascinating life. 
    - RICHARD A. FINE, author of "West of Eden: Hollywood and the Profession of Authorship."
 
A beautifully written page-turner of Hollywood's Golden Age and the role of the woman wunderkind writer
who was the author's mother. In the end, you'll understand better your twentieth-century matriarchs, and
most likely yourself. 
    - BETTY BOOKER, long-time reporter Richmond (VA) Times-Dispatch and Boomer Magazine
 
Cutler is pitch-perfect in her description of the glittering social worlds of 1930's New York and Hollywood. .
. Working from her mother's writings and diaries, and written with the momentum of a page-turning novel,
 this excellent new book is a must read. 
    - LINDSAY C. GIBSON, PSY.D.author of "Who You Were Meant to Be: A Guide to Finding or
Recovering Your Life's Purpose. "

About the Author
Robin Cutler has spent most of her career as a public historian both at the National Endowment for the
Humanities and as president of two nonprofit organizations. She was the producer/writer of the award-
winning PBS documentary Indian America: A Gift from the Past, and co-producer of ROANOAK, an
Emmy-nominated dramatic series for PBS. Her first book, A Soul on Trial, was named a "notable naval book
of 2007." She has a PhD in history from Columbia University and taught for eleven years in universities in
New York City. 

Robin divides her time between New York, Florida, and her daughters' homes in California. In addition to
reading, writing, and mentoring students, she loves animals, trees, salted caramel, baseball, the Golden State
Warriors, PBS, and Turner Classic Movies. 



For reviews, galleries, movie trailers, and her Journeys through History blog check out RobinRCutler.com.
Enjoy!

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Gibson:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply because
just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Such Mad Fun: Ambition and Glamour in
Hollywood's Golden Age to read.

Shea Cross:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is high. For
you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Such Mad Fun: Ambition and Glamour in
Hollywood's Golden Age book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Christopher Hill:

Such Mad Fun: Ambition and Glamour in Hollywood's Golden Age can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Such
Mad Fun: Ambition and Glamour in Hollywood's Golden Age however doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one
of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Dorothy Penland:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore , this Such Mad Fun: Ambition and Glamour in Hollywood's Golden Age can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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