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The Haiku Handbook is the first book to give readers everything they need to
begin appreciating, writing, or teaching haiku. In this groundbreaking and now-
classic volume, the authors present haiku poets writing in English, Spanish,
French, German, and five other languages on an equal footing with Japanese
poets. Not only are the four great Japanese masters of the haiku represented
(Basho, Buson, Issa, and Shiki) but also major Western authors not commonly
known to have written poetry in this form, including Gary Snyder, Jack Kerouac
and Richard Wright.

With a new foreword by poet, translator, and author Jane Reichhold (Basho: The
Complete Haiku), this anniversary edition presents a concise history of the
Japanese haiku, including the dynamic changes throughout the twentieth century
as this beloved poetry form has been adapted to modern and urban settings. Full
chapters are offered on form, the seasons in haiku, and haiku craft, plus
background on the Japanese poetic tradition and the effect of translation on our
understanding of haiku. Other unique features are chapters on teaching and
sharing haiku, with lesson plans for both elementary and secondary school use; a
seasonal word index of poetic words; a comprehensive glossary; and a list of
enduring classic resources for further exploration. By any standard, The Haiku
Handbook is the defining volume in the genre.
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The Haiku Handbook is the first book to give readers everything they need to begin appreciating, writing, or
teaching haiku. In this groundbreaking and now-classic volume, the authors present haiku poets writing in
English, Spanish, French, German, and five other languages on an equal footing with Japanese poets. Not
only are the four great Japanese masters of the haiku represented (Basho, Buson, Issa, and Shiki) but also
major Western authors not commonly known to have written poetry in this form, including Gary Snyder,
Jack Kerouac and Richard Wright.

With a new foreword by poet, translator, and author Jane Reichhold (Basho: The Complete Haiku), this
anniversary edition presents a concise history of the Japanese haiku, including the dynamic changes
throughout the twentieth century as this beloved poetry form has been adapted to modern and urban settings.
Full chapters are offered on form, the seasons in haiku, and haiku craft, plus background on the Japanese
poetic tradition and the effect of translation on our understanding of haiku. Other unique features are
chapters on teaching and sharing haiku, with lesson plans for both elementary and secondary school use; a
seasonal word index of poetic words; a comprehensive glossary; and a list of enduring classic resources for
further exploration. By any standard, The Haiku Handbook is the defining volume in the genre.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The most thorough treatment haiku has received in English." —Los Angeles Times
"The most comprehensive compendium of the haiku—its nature, uses, and history—ever to appear in
English, or any other language except Japanese." —New York Times Book Review
"The Haiku Handbook is an indispensable and exhilarating overview, as inviting and clear as it is scholarly,
as exuberantly passionate as it is informative and comprehensive. All who write, read, or teach poetry will
find themselves broadened, magnetized, and welcomed by these gate-opening pages." —Jane Hirshfield
poet, co-translator of The Ink Dark Moon: Love Poems by Komachi and Shikibu, Women of the Ancient
Court of Japan
"For many years, The Haiku Handbook has been without rival and the fullest, clearest, and most engaging
guide to its profound and fascinating subject." —X. J. Kennedy

About the Author

WILLIAM J. HIGGINSON (1938-2008) has been called "the guru of American haiku." For over 40 years,
Higginson translated, wrote, commented about, lectured and taught haiku. He was the author or editor of
more than 30 books.

PENNY HARTER is a much-published and award-winning poet, a poet-in-residence for the New Jersey
State Council of the Arts and a teacher who travels widely giving workshops and lectures.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Douglas Barney:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long
to reading a e-book. The book The Haiku Handbook -25th Anniversary Edition: How to Write, Teach, and
Appreciate Haiku it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can
buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not
to fund but this book offers high quality.

Mae Bushee:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess when



the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have
read is The Haiku Handbook -25th Anniversary Edition: How to Write, Teach, and Appreciate Haiku.

Christopher Gobert:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is The Haiku Handbook -25th Anniversary Edition: How to Write, Teach, and
Appreciate Haiku this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind
of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain
it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly,
that is why this book suited all of you.

James Wood:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Haiku Handbook -25th Anniversary Edition: How
to Write, Teach, and Appreciate Haiku can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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