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The sect known as "the Assassins," a corruption of an Arabic word that means
hashish smoker, is familiar to the West as a mystical cult of killers led by the
"Man in the Mountain" encountered by the Crusaders. But it was not defeat at the
hands of Christians that ended more than a century of Assassin rule; it was the
massive and brutal invasion of Mongols from the East who conquered Assassin
strong points and mountain fortifications one by one, crushing nearly all traces of
this once fearsome sect. For nearly two centuries the Fâtimids, Shi'ite Muslims
who believed Mohammed's daughter Fâtimah was his successor, attempted to
control the Islamic world from their seat in Cairo.

Following the death of the Fâtimid caliphate al Mustansir in 1094, members of a
faction in Persia that supported a deposed claimant to the caliphate, Nizâr,
believed they now represented Fâtimid interests. These Nizârî Ismâî'lîs ended up
separating themselves from mainstream Islam and creating their own state in
parts of present-day Syria, Iraq, and Iran. In order to establish and maintain
regional control, the Nizârî Ismâî'lîs used political murders and spies to subjugate
or influence rival caliphates and the dominant Saljûqs.

Marshall Hodgson's first major book, The Secret Order of the Assassins remains
the most complete history of the Assassins. Beginning the story with the
separation of Sunnis and Shi'ites and the rise of Ismâî'lîsm, an offshoot of
Shi'ism, Hodgson traces the long and complex history of power struggles within
Islam that led ultimately to the separation of the Nizârî Ismâî'lîs and their direct
challenge to Muslim leadership. Hodgson goes on to explain the principles of the
movement, provides an examination of their sacred texts, and follows the history
of the group from the pinnacle of power in the mid-eleventh century to its legacy
in the form of small pockets of followers in parts of contemporary Syria and
India. Long out of print and appearing for the first time in paperback, this book is
an illuminating study in the history of Islam.
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supported a deposed claimant to the caliphate, Nizâr, believed they now represented Fâtimid interests. These
Nizârî Ismâî'lîs ended up separating themselves from mainstream Islam and creating their own state in parts
of present-day Syria, Iraq, and Iran. In order to establish and maintain regional control, the Nizârî Ismâî'lîs
used political murders and spies to subjugate or influence rival caliphates and the dominant Saljûqs.

Marshall Hodgson's first major book, The Secret Order of the Assassins remains the most complete history
of the Assassins. Beginning the story with the separation of Sunnis and Shi'ites and the rise of Ismâî'lîsm, an
offshoot of Shi'ism, Hodgson traces the long and complex history of power struggles within Islam that led
ultimately to the separation of the Nizârî Ismâî'lîs and their direct challenge to Muslim leadership. Hodgson
goes on to explain the principles of the movement, provides an examination of their sacred texts, and follows
the history of the group from the pinnacle of power in the mid-eleventh century to its legacy in the form of
small pockets of followers in parts of contemporary Syria and India. Long out of print and appearing for the
first time in paperback, this book is an illuminating study in the history of Islam.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The essential work on the Assassins."—Times Literary Supplement

About the Author
Marshall G. S. Hodgson (1921-68) taught history at the University of Chicago. A major scholar of Islamic
civilization, he was the author of numerous books and articles, including The Venture of Islam.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angela Taylor:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just their can
do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
pre-school until university need this The Secret Order of Assassins: The Struggle of the Early Nizari Ismai'lis
Against the Islamic World to read.

Melanie Moore:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of The Secret Order of Assassins:
The Struggle of the Early Nizari Ismai'lis Against the Islamic World book as beginner and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Robert Music:

The event that you get from The Secret Order of Assassins: The Struggle of the Early Nizari Ismai'lis
Against the Islamic World could be the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words
the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Secret
Order of Assassins: The Struggle of the Early Nizari Ismai'lis Against the Islamic World giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by
anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also



makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that The Secret Order of Assassins: The
Struggle of the Early Nizari Ismai'lis Against the Islamic World instantly.

Omar Stewart:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the publication untitled The Secret Order of Assassins: The Struggle of the Early Nizari
Ismai'lis Against the Islamic World can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.
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