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"Understanding Kurt Vonnegut" is a critical analysis of Vonnegut's novels. After
dealing with his early work in science fiction in the 1950s - "Player Piano" and
"The Sirens of Titan" - this study pays special attention to Vonnegut's "major
phase" in the 1960s, which consists of four extremely diverse but fully realized
novels: "Mother's Night"; "Cat's Cradle"; "God Bless You, Mr Rosewater" and
"Slaughterhouse-Five"; the critical backlash that resulted after Vonnegut
published "Breakfast of Champions" and "Slapstick" in the 1970s, two
admittedly weak novels. In the 1980s, Vonnegut turned away from his
characteristic mode of science fiction to what the study calls "social/political
realism". "Jailbird", "Deadeye Dick", "Galapagos" and "Bluebeard" are
compelling works that prove Vonnegut is still a vital force in contemporary
American literature.
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Editorial Review

Review
"As both literary critic and academic. Allen cuts through the clarity and the humor, the deceptively simple
and the downright silly, to offer a careful... analysis of Vonnegut the serious artist." - Small Press "Allen
centers on the author's most experimental period, reading Mother Night as a tautly structured and tightly
focused narrative confession, Cat's Cradle as an exuberant test of such limits, God Bless You, Mr. Rosewater
as a significant shift to realism, and Slaughterhouse-Five as a masterful transposition of time and space.
Among the later works, Allen prefers Jailbird and Bluebeard for their apt renderings of important cultural,
social, and political issues." - American Literary Scholarship"

From the Inside Flap
A critical companion to Vonnegut’s early novels

About the Author
William Rodney Allen teaches English at the Louisiana School for Math, Science, and the Arts in
Natchitoches. His other books include Walker Percy: A Southern Wayfarer, Conversations with Kurt
Vonnegut, and The Coen Brothers: Interviews.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Floyd Wyatt:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Understanding Kurt
Vonnegut (Understanding Contemporary American Literature) book as this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know
this.

Michael Dennison:

Typically the book Understanding Kurt Vonnegut (Understanding Contemporary American Literature) will
bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Understanding Kurt
Vonnegut (Understanding Contemporary American Literature) is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.



Barbara Rubio:

This Understanding Kurt Vonnegut (Understanding Contemporary American Literature) is great publication
for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great
manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have
whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Understanding Kurt Vonnegut (Understanding
Contemporary American Literature) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but
this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still
doubt in which?

Beulah Chavez:

You may get this Understanding Kurt Vonnegut (Understanding Contemporary American Literature) by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but
in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.
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