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According to the early writings of the Shaiva tradition--still alive in India and
dating back at least 6,000 years--the arbitrary ideologies and moralistic religions
of modern society signal the last days of humanity heading toward destruction.

This prediction is only a fragment of the vast knowledge of Shaiva wisdom,
author Alain Danielou as assimilated and reviewed essential concepts of the
Shaiva philosophy and its predictions. Clearly expressed in the ancient teachings,
these concepts are in accord with, yet surpass, the boldest scientific speculations
about consciousness, time, the nature of life and matter, and the history and
destiny of the human race.

Inherent in this body of knowledge is an understanding of the cycles of creation
and destruction which, in conjunction with astronomical phases, determine the
life span of the species. Since 1939, humankind has been in the twilight of the
Kali Yuga age, or at the end of a cycle. The impending cataclysm, Danielou
explains, is brought on by our own errors, and its date will be determined by our
present and future actions.

While the Gods Play examines how the visionaries of ancient times defined our
rose in creation. It explains why and how we have abandoned this role, and
reflects on what action can be taken to consciously and creatively influence our
own destiny. Included are chapters on The Religion of Nature and The Religion
of the City, The Transmigrant Body, Sexual Rites, the Castes, Sacrifice, Magical
Powers, Monastic Orders, and Forestalling the Final Day.
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assimilated and reviewed essential concepts of the Shaiva philosophy and its predictions. Clearly expressed
in the ancient teachings, these concepts are in accord with, yet surpass, the boldest scientific speculations
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conjunction with astronomical phases, determine the life span of the species. Since 1939, humankind has
been in the twilight of the Kali Yuga age, or at the end of a cycle. The impending cataclysm, Danielou
explains, is brought on by our own errors, and its date will be determined by our present and future actions.

While the Gods Play examines how the visionaries of ancient times defined our rose in creation. It explains
why and how we have abandoned this role, and reflects on what action can be taken to consciously and
creatively influence our own destiny. Included are chapters on The Religion of Nature and The Religion of
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Editorial Review

Review
"[Danielou] is a man deeply rooted in the esoteric traditions of East and West, and who for the educated
readers should be the esoteric equivalent of a household name. Powerful and transformative." (Institute of
Hermetic Studies, Nov 2007)

Language Notes
Text: English, French (translation)

From the Back Cover
According to the early writings of the Shaiva tradition--still alive in India and dating back at least 6,000
years--the arbitrary ideologies and moralistic religions of modern society signal the last days of humanity
heading toward destruction.

This prediction is only a fragment of the vast knowledge of Shaiva wisdom, author Alain Danielou as
assimilated and reviewed essential concepts of the Shaiva philosophy and its predictions. Clearly expressed
in the ancient teachings, these concepts are in accord with, yet surpass, the boldest scientific speculations
about consciousness, time, the nature of life and matter, and the history and destiny of the human race.

Inherent in this body of knowledge is an understanding of the cycles of creation and destruction which, in
conjunction with astronomical phases, determine the life span of the species. Since 1939, humankind has
been in the twilight of the Kali Yuga age, or at the end of a cycle. The impending cataclysm, Danielou
explains, is brought on by our own errors, and its date will be determined by our present and future actions.

While the Gods Play examines how the visionaries of ancient times defined our rose in creation. It explains
why and how we have abandoned this role, and reflects on what action can be taken to consciously and
creatively influence our own destiny. Included are chapters on The Religion of Nature and The Religion of
the City, The Transmigrant Body, Sexual Rites, the Castes, Sacrifice, Magical Powers, Monastic Orders, and
Forestalling the Final Day.

One of the most distinguished living orientalists and a friend of Stravinsky, Jean Cocteau, and Nabokov,
Daniélou spent more than 20 years in India studying music and philosophy. He wrote the acclaimed Gods of
India and Shiva and Dionysus and produced a series of ethnic music recordings for UNESCO. Formerly
director of the International Institute for Comparative Music Studies in Berlin and Venice, he is a Chevalier
de la Légion d'Honneur, Chevalier des Arts et des lettres, and Officier du Mérite National.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Jones:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book While the Gods Play: Shaiva Oracles and



Predictions on the Cycles of History and the Destiny of Mankind will make you to end up being smarter.
You can feel more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading
a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have
you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Latoya Jones:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to
reading a guide. The book While the Gods Play: Shaiva Oracles and Predictions on the Cycles of History and
the Destiny of Mankind it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They
were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book provides high quality.

Vincent Humphreys:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can view that
now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to you
personally is While the Gods Play: Shaiva Oracles and Predictions on the Cycles of History and the Destiny
of Mankind this publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here
is why this book appropriate all of you.

Albert Hartley:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and While the Gods Play: Shaiva Oracles and
Predictions on the Cycles of History and the Destiny of Mankind or even others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes While the Gods Play: Shaiva
Oracles and Predictions on the Cycles of History and the Destiny of Mankind to make your spare time a lot
more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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