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“Ted Hughes was a great man and a great poet because of his wholeness and his
simplicity and his unfaltering truth to his own sense of the world.” —Seamus
Heaney

Originally, the medieval bestiary, or book of animals, set out to establish safe
distinctions—between them and us—but Ted Hughes’s poetry works always in a
contrary direction: showing what man and beast have in common, the reservoir
from which we all draw. In A Ted Hughes Bestiary, Alice Oswald’s selection is
arranged chronologically, with an eye to different books and styles, but equally to
those poems that embody animals rather than just describe them. Some poems
are here because, although not strictly speaking animal, they become so in the
process of writing; and in keeping with the bestiary tradition there are plenty of
imaginary animals—all concentratedly going about their business.

In Poetry in the Making, Hughes said that he thought of his poems as animals,
meaning that he wanted them to have “a vivid life of their own.” Distilled and
self-defining, A Ted Hughes Bestiary is subtly responsive to a central aspect of
Hughes’s achievement, while offering room to overlooked poems, and “to those
that have the wildest tunes.”
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Editorial Review

Review
“Poets like Hughes?there are always a few in a century?are not just monuments. They reflect the narrative of
a poetry culture.” ?Eavan Boland

About the Author

Ted Hughes (1930–1998) was born in Mytholmroyd, England, and produced more than forty books of
poetry, prose, drama, translation, and children’s literature. His first book, The Hawk in the Rain, was
published in 1957, and his last collection, Birthday Letters, was named the Whitbread Book of the Year in
1998, also winning the Forward Prize and the T. S. Eliot Prize. He was appointed the Poet Laureate of the
United Kingdom in 1984.

Alice Oswald lives in Devon and is married, with three children. Dart, her second collection of poems, won
the T. S. Eliot Prize in 2002. Her most recent collection, Memorial, was awarded the 2013 Warwick Prize for
Writing.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leigh Weimer:

The book A Ted Hughes Bestiary: Poems can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book A Ted Hughes Bestiary:
Poems? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many facts
for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that
you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book A Ted Hughes
Bestiary: Poems has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can
search the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Russell Carson:

The feeling that you get from A Ted Hughes Bestiary: Poems could be the more deep you searching the
information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but A Ted Hughes Bestiary: Poems giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this specific A Ted Hughes Bestiary: Poems instantly.



Christopher Ray:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like A Ted Hughes Bestiary: Poems which
is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Maureen Bonds:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Ted Hughes Bestiary: Poems can be the
response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time
by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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