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Today Georges Bizet is most immediately recognized as the composer of the
acclaimed opera Carmen. One of the most frequently performed operas for over a
century, Carmen explores concepts such as the femme fatale and murderous
jealousy with vivacity, color, and a wealth of melody. Yet it is only one act in
Bizet's story. In Bizet, renowned musicologist Hugh Macdonald goes beyond the
composer's most famous opera to take an in-depth look at his entire life and
oeuvre. In so doing, Macdonald identifies a number of previously unknown
pieces by Bizet, assembling the first comprehensive catalogue of the composer's
work.

Incorporating these little-known pieces with a thorough reading of primary
sources, Macdonald considers the latest in Bizet scholarship to create a complete
biography of the composer. Revealing the true extent of Bizet's work as arranger
and transcriber, Macdonald sheds light on the composer's complex relationships
with his contemporaries, and traces the strange misrepresentation of Bizet's work
by French publishers and opera houses in the 1880s, when Carmen rose to
worldwide popularity ten years after the composer's early death. The first
biography of Bizet in the Master Musicians series in nearly four decades, Bizet
will be essential reading for students and scholars of nineteenth-century opera, as
well as for Carmen devotees and opera fans.
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Today Georges Bizet is most immediately recognized as the composer of the acclaimed opera Carmen. One
of the most frequently performed operas for over a century, Carmen explores concepts such as the femme
fatale and murderous jealousy with vivacity, color, and a wealth of melody. Yet it is only one act in Bizet's
story. In Bizet, renowned musicologist Hugh Macdonald goes beyond the composer's most famous opera to
take an in-depth look at his entire life and oeuvre. In so doing, Macdonald identifies a number of previously
unknown pieces by Bizet, assembling the first comprehensive catalogue of the composer's work.

Incorporating these little-known pieces with a thorough reading of primary sources, Macdonald considers the
latest in Bizet scholarship to create a complete biography of the composer. Revealing the true extent of
Bizet's work as arranger and transcriber, Macdonald sheds light on the composer's complex relationships
with his contemporaries, and traces the strange misrepresentation of Bizet's work by French publishers and
opera houses in the 1880s, when Carmen rose to worldwide popularity ten years after the composer's early
death. The first biography of Bizet in the Master Musicians series in nearly four decades, Bizet will be
essential reading for students and scholars of nineteenth-century opera, as well as for Carmen devotees and
opera fans.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Macdonald has an enviable talent for switching seamlessly between anecdote, history, politics, and focused
attention to musical detail..." - Notes

About the Author

Hugh Macdonald is an acknowledged authority on French music, having edited the complete works of
Berlioz (Bärenreiter, 1967-2006) and a number of French operas. He has written books on Berlioz and
Scriabin, and his recent Music in 1853: the Biography of a Year has been widely acclaimed. He is also active
as a translator of opera and song for performance.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Johnny Mosier:

In other case, little people like to read book Bizet (Master Musicians Series). You can choose the best book if
you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book Bizet (Master Musicians
Series). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Teresa Raap:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for all of us. The book Bizet (Master Musicians Series) seemed to be making you
to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The guide Bizet (Master Musicians Series) is not only giving you more new information
but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Bizet (Master Musicians Series). You never really feel
lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Derrick Tompkins:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even



knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Bizet (Master Musicians Series) is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Joshua Stpierre:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of
book Bizet (Master Musicians Series). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed
book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware
about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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