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To early modern audiences, the 'clown' was much more than a minor play
character. A celebrity performer, he was a one-man sideshow whose interactive
entertainments - face-pulling, farce interludes, jigs, rhyming contests with the
crowd - were the main event. Clowning epitomized a theatre that was
heterogeneous, improvised, participatory, and irreducible to dramatic texts. How,
then, did those texts emerge? Why did playgoers buy books that deleted not only
the clown, but them as well? Challenging the narrative that clowns were
'banished' by playwrights like Shakespeare and Jonson, Richard Preiss argues
that clowns such as Richard Tarlton, Will Kemp, and Robert Armin actually
made playwrights possible - bridging, through the publication of their routines,
the experience of 'live' and scripted performance. Clowning and Authorship tells
the story of how, as the clown's presence decayed into print, he bequeathed the
new categories around which theatre would organize: the author, and the actor.
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To early modern audiences, the 'clown' was much more than a minor play character. A celebrity performer,
he was a one-man sideshow whose interactive entertainments - face-pulling, farce interludes, jigs, rhyming
contests with the crowd - were the main event. Clowning epitomized a theatre that was heterogeneous,
improvised, participatory, and irreducible to dramatic texts. How, then, did those texts emerge? Why did
playgoers buy books that deleted not only the clown, but them as well? Challenging the narrative that clowns
were 'banished' by playwrights like Shakespeare and Jonson, Richard Preiss argues that clowns such as
Richard Tarlton, Will Kemp, and Robert Armin actually made playwrights possible - bridging, through the
publication of their routines, the experience of 'live' and scripted performance. Clowning and Authorship
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Editorial Review

Review
"Original, sophisticated and deeply researched."
The Times Literary Supplement

Review
“Preiss’s study is distinguished by a sharp and original argument about the relationship between clowning,
authorship, and economic control… masterfully elaborated… highly persuasive… a convincing account of
the dynamics of early modern clowning, painting a vivid picture of its role in marshalling the energies of its
audience in a playing culture very different from our own… an important intervention not merely in the
study of early modern clowning, but also in the scholarship of audiences and authorship.” —Simon Purcell,
Review of English Studies

“Traditional accounts of the evolution of English theatre have held the terms “clowning” and “authorship” –
the key terms [of] Richard Preiss’s original, sophisticated and deeply researched book – in opposition: as the
playwright grew in status (appearing more often on the title pages of printed plays and acquiring greater
control over performance), the clown (by nature an extemporizing, uncontrollable figure) grew ever more
marginal… Preiss’s book complicates this narrative.” —Bart Van Es, Times Literary Supplement

About the Author
Richard Preiss is Associate Professor of English at the University of Utah, where he teaches undergraduate
and graduate courses on Shakespeare, early modern drama, and Renaissance literature. He has edited The
Tempest: Shakespeare in Performance (2008), and his essays have appeared in publications including
Renaissance Drama, Shakespeare Yearbook, and From Performance to Print in Shakespeare's England
(2005). He is also a contributor to the forthcoming collections The Cambridge Guide to the Worlds of
Shakespeare and Early Modern Theatricality.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Theodore Rios:

This Clowning and Authorship in Early Modern Theatre book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will
get. That Clowning and Authorship in Early Modern Theatre without we realize teach the one who studying
it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Clowning and Authorship in
Early Modern Theatre can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Clowning and Authorship in Early
Modern Theatre having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.



Robert Maselli:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Clowning and Authorship
in Early Modern Theatre is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Kathryn Cortez:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Clowning and
Authorship in Early Modern Theatre suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Clowning and Authorship in Early Modern Theatreis a single of several books
that everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book
you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the
simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide
range of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Bruce Hensley:

This Clowning and Authorship in Early Modern Theatre is new way for you who has interest to look for
some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having little digest in reading this Clowning and Authorship in Early Modern
Theatre can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to
get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in
the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life
as well as knowledge.
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