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Farewell to the God of Plague reassesses the celebrated Maoist health care model
through the lens of Mao’s famous campaign against snail fever. Using newly
available archives, Miriam Gross documents how economic, political, and
cultural realities led to grassroots resistance. Nonetheless, the campaign
triumphed, but not because of its touted mass-prevention campaign. Instead,
success came from its unacknowledged treatment arm, carried out jointly by
banished urban doctors and rural educated youth. More broadly, the author
reconsiders the relationship between science and political control during the
ostensibly antiscientific Maoist era, discovering the important role of “grassroots
science” in regime legitimation and Party control in rural areas.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Gross has written an important work... illuminating."
(Health Tomorrow: Interdisciplinarity and Internationality 2017-01-01)

From the Inside Flap

“A fascinating and compelling account of the interconnection between Mao Zedong and the various
campaigns to eradicate snail fever in China that illumines the recent history of public health in China and the
history of political campaigns under radical Maoism. It promises to become essential reading for anyone
interested in public health and large-scale public campaigns in China.”—Arthur Kleinman, coauthor of Deep
China and A Passion for Society

"The PRC’s anti-schistosomiasis campaign has long been seen as one of the greatest achievements of Maoist
mass mobilization. Through meticulous archival research, Gross has discovered the surprising reasons for the
campaign’s ultimate success, along with eye-opening details about its numerous failures. Brilliantly linking
elite Beijing politics to earthy rural realities, Farewell to the God of Plague forces us to rethink the roots of
public health in China."—Ruth Rogaski, author of Hygienic Modernity: Meanings of Health and Disease in
Treaty-Port China

"Farewell to the God of Plague explores socialist China's most celebrated public health campaign. This is
not a triumphal story. The best-intentioned state plans go wildly awry, distorted by absolute poverty,
competing cosmologies, and limited political vision. Readers will be sobered by the gaps between what rural
people needed, what they wanted, and what they got. Miriam Gross's work deserves attention from anyone
interested in public health, development, rural life, and a future less marked by suffering."—Gail Hershatter,
Department of History, University of California, Santa Cruz 

About the Author

Miriam Gross is Assistant Professor jointly in the history department and in the department of international
and area studies at the University of Oklahoma, Norman.

 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lillie Moreland:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and
the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Farewell to the God of



Plague: Chairman Mao’s Campaign to Deworm China book because book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Pam Gray:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Farewell to the God of Plague: Chairman Mao’s Campaign to Deworm
China this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal
all of you.

Patricia Carter:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Farewell to the God of Plague: Chairman Mao’s Campaign
to Deworm China was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Farewell to the
God of Plague: Chairman Mao’s Campaign to Deworm China has many kinds or variety. Start from kids
until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun
and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.

Alberta Keyes:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it.
It is named of book Farewell to the God of Plague: Chairman Mao’s Campaign to Deworm China. You can
add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one place to other place.
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