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This 1935 classic sees the development of the modern state as the struggle
between state power and social power, for "If we look beneath the surface of our
public affairs, we can discern one fundamental fact, namely: a great
redistribution of power between society and the State." Includes the essay "On
Doing the Right Thing."

"Nock's Our Enemy, the State is a great and seminal work, in which Nock, in
his justly renown style, introduces the vital libertarian concepts of 'State power'
and 'Social power,' and applies them to American history. 'Social power' is
people freely creating and voluntarily exchanging and interacting, and is
responsible for Western prosperity and civilization. 'State power' is the age-old
process by which force and theft combine to cripple and confiscate the fruits of
Social power. Nowhere can the reader find a clearer or more forceful portrayal of
the libertarian position." -- Murray Rothbard
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Editorial Review

Review
How wonderful to have this book back in print! If any libertarian work is to graced with the word "classic,"
this is it. Nock was without a doubt one of the most learned and eloquent spokesmen for individual liberty
who ever lived. Our Enemy, the State, published in 1935, combines history, politics social theory into a
poignant appeal for natural rights, free markets, and peace. The style sores. The power of this work has never
been matched.

This edition includes an extra treat: Nock's wonderful essay "On Doing the Right Thing," a profound
affirmation of man's fitness for freedom and nobility. Also included here are two stunning pieces from
Walter E. Grinder of the Institute for Humane Studies: an introduction on Nock's life and the meaning of his
work, and a bibliography that anyone interested in liberty should be familiar with.

For Nock, the state is not some faceless institution that somehow appears and works its will mysteriously.
Drawing on Franz Oppenheimer's The State, Nock notes that "the State invariably had its origins in
conquest and confiscation" and is a tool used by one class to exploit another. Here he stands foursquare in
the tradition of the earlier French classical-liberal class analysts Comte and Dunoyer, who originated the
view that the State is the source of the classes that later came to be called taxpayers and tax-eaters.

The barely touches the surface of Nock's analysis, however, which is endlessly rich and powerful. Buy Our
Enemy, the State; be inspired by it. You will read it many times. -- Sheldon L. Richman

Nock's Our Enemy, the State is a great and seminal work, in which Nock, in his justly renowned style,
introduces the vital libertarian concepts of "State power" and "Social power," an applies them to American
history. "Social power" is people freely creating and voluntarily exchanging and interacting, and is
responsible for Western prosperity and civilization. "State power" is the age-old process by which force and
theft combine to cripple and confiscate the fruits of Social power. Nowhere can the reader find a clearer or
more forceful portrayal of the libertarian position than in this book.--Murray N. Rothbard in Laissez Faire
Review -- Murray N. Rothbard in Laissez Faire Review

About the Author
Albert Jay Nock was born on October 13, 1870, on a far simpler day than that on which he died: August 14,
1945, at the end of the greatest holocaust ever perpetrated on mankind by man and the State. The young
Nock studied the Classics, entered the Episcopalian priesthood, married and had two sons. But at the age of
forty he left the active ministry, moved to New York, and began a career as a writer and editor. Steeping
himself in the Classical Liberal tradition of Jefferson, Thoreau, Artemus Ward and Hebert Spencer, he soon
found work as a magazine editor, and then founded his own publication, The Freeman. Over the next twenty-
five years Nock contributed to numerous publications, published over a dozen books, and counted among his
friends the likes of H.L. Mencken and Frank Chodorov. A "tory anarchist" out of step with the times, deeply
disillusioned with a government that lead the country into war, depression, and again war, all the while
aggrandizing ever more power to itself, Nock died deeply pessimistic about the survival of liberty. He hoped
that the flame would be kept alive by a "libertarian Remnant," a remnant Our Enemy, the State has helped to
foster.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alicia Hendrickson:

The book Our Enemy, the State can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So
just why must we leave the best thing like a book Our Enemy, the State? Some of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try
to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Our Enemy, the State has simple shape however you know: it has great
and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Pamela Bradley:

The book untitled Our Enemy, the State is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write
the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get
the e-book of Our Enemy, the State from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

William Kirby:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you
read you can spent all day every day to reading a reserve. The book Our Enemy, the State it is quite good to
read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Carol Stripling:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Our Enemy, the State this book consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some investigation
when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.
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