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“A good city is like a good party—you stay for longer than you plan,” says
Danish architect Jan Gehl. He believes that good architecture is not about form,
but about the interaction between form and life. Over the last 50 years, Gehl has
changed the way that we think about architecture and city planning—moving
from the Modernist separation of uses to a human-scale approach inviting people
to use their cities. 

At a time when growing numbers are populating cities, planning urban spaces to
be humane, safe, and open to all is ever-more critical. With the help of Jan Gehl,
we can all become advocates for human-scale design. Jan’s research, theories,
and strategies have been helping cities to reclaim their public space and recover
from the great post-WWII car invasion. His work has influenced public space
improvements in over 50 global cities, including New York, London, Moscow,
Copenhagen, Melbourne, Sydney, and the authors’ hometown of Perth.

While much has been written by Jan Gehl about his approach, and by others
about his influence, this book tells the inside story of how he learned to study
urban spaces and implement his people-centered approach.

People Cities discusses the work, theory, life, and influence of Jan Gehl from the
perspective of those who have worked with him across the globe. Authors Matan
and Newman celebrate Jan's role in changing the urban planning paradigm from
an abstract, ideological modernism to a people-focused movement. It is
organized around the creation of that movement, using key periods in Jan’s
working life as a structure.
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People Cities will inspire anyone who wants to create vibrant, human-scale cities
and understand the ideas and work of an architect who has most influenced how
we should and can design cities for people. 
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Editorial Review

Review

"A lively, optimistic, and energetic celebration of Jan Gehl's contribution to creating better cities and
promoting a calmer, healthier more civilised life."
(World Transport Journal)

"Jam-packed with case studies, testimonials from Jan's colleagues, before and after images and informative
illustrations, this ode to Jan Gehl's work makes for a captivating and entertaining read. For people unfamiliar
with the work of Jan Gehl, this book provides a perfect overview of Jan's humanistic urban design approach
which he has advocated and delivered for over fifty years. For people familiar with Jan's work, then this
book will serve as an entertaining 'whistle stop' tour of over half a century of inspiring work."
(Flourishing with Nature)

"This in-depth, illustrated biography...follows the evolution of Gehl's theories as he 'reconquers' cities from
London to Sydney with pedestrianized streets, bike lanes, enriched 'edge environments' and more."
(Nature)

About the Author

Annie Matan is a researcher and lecturer at Curtin University Sustainability Policy (CUSP) Institute in
Australia, interested in creating sustainable, vibrant and people-focused urban places. She has worked in
state and local government, and joined CUSP in 2011 after finishing her PhD at Curtin University. Peter
Newman is the Professor of Sustainability at Curtin University and former Director of CUSP. Peter has
worked in local government as an elected councillor, an advisor to three Western Australia State Premiers
and was on the Board of Infrastructure Australia from 2010 to 2014. He was a Lead Author for Transport on
the IPCC. He has written 17 books including The End of Automobile Dependence.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Phillips:

With other case, little people like to read book People Cities: The Life and Legacy of Jan Gehl. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book
People Cities: The Life and Legacy of Jan Gehl. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.



Corey Valenzuela:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of People Cities: The Life and Legacy of Jan Gehl
book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Melissa Conner:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This People Cities: The Life and Legacy of
Jan Gehl can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?

Victor Shepard:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and also novel and People Cities: The Life and Legacy of Jan Gehl or
perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially.
Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide,
any other book likes People Cities: The Life and Legacy of Jan Gehl to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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