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This is the story of the 1820 Settler, Jeremiah Goldswain, in his own words.
After thirty-eight years on the eastern boundary of the Cape Colony, he sat down
to write his memoirs. It is a close-up view of four decades during a period when
the British Empire was expanding in southern Africa, with the borders being
pushed ever farther into the hinterland by successive governors. As a result, there
was constant conflict between the African tribes and the colonists. Jeremiah was
directly involved in three of the nine Frontier Wars that occurred between 1779
and 1879.

It is the story of hardship and the struggle for survival of Jeremiah and his
family—his wife Eliza and their ten children—on one of the most volatile
borders the world has ever seen. Even in peacetime the conflict and violent clash
of cultures were constantly present and many settlers were murdered, including
members of Jeremiah’s family. Through all this we see a man making his way in
a world he could not have imagined while growing up in rural Buckinghamshire.
He lived during an important historical time for South Africa, not only observing
and fighting the wars, but meeting and serving with some of the most famous
names in South African history. He saw, in detail, the effects of the Cattle Killing
of 1856, the Boer uprising in the Orange River Sovereignty, as well as several
other famous and notorious historical events.

The text has been published once only— by the van Riebeeck Society in
1949—and since then has been used by scholars and historians as a primary
source. It has not been widely read, because Jeremiah had no education, and
although he had an extraordinary ability to describe experience and express his
emotions, he was a stranger to the conventions of written language. Now Ralph
Goldswain has transcribed the original text into an accessible account of forty
years of frontier history.
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This is the story of the 1820 Settler, Jeremiah Goldswain, in his own words. After thirty-eight years on the
eastern boundary of the Cape Colony, he sat down to write his memoirs. It is a close-up view of four decades
during a period when the British Empire was expanding in southern Africa, with the borders being pushed
ever farther into the hinterland by successive governors. As a result, there was constant conflict between the
African tribes and the colonists. Jeremiah was directly involved in three of the nine Frontier Wars that
occurred between 1779 and 1879.

It is the story of hardship and the struggle for survival of Jeremiah and his family—his wife Eliza and their
ten children—on one of the most volatile borders the world has ever seen. Even in peacetime the conflict and
violent clash of cultures were constantly present and many settlers were murdered, including members of
Jeremiah’s family. Through all this we see a man making his way in a world he could not have imagined
while growing up in rural Buckinghamshire. He lived during an important historical time for South Africa,
not only observing and fighting the wars, but meeting and serving with some of the most famous names in
South African history. He saw, in detail, the effects of the Cattle Killing of 1856, the Boer uprising in the
Orange River Sovereignty, as well as several other famous and notorious historical events.

The text has been published once only— by the van Riebeeck Society in 1949—and since then has been used
by scholars and historians as a primary source. It has not been widely read, because Jeremiah had no
education, and although he had an extraordinary ability to describe experience and express his emotions, he
was a stranger to the conventions of written language. Now Ralph Goldswain has transcribed the original
text into an accessible account of forty years of frontier history.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Ralph Goldswain is the great-great-grandson of Jeremiah Goldswain. He grew up in East London, Eastern
Cape, and attended Rhodes University. He immigrated to the United Kingdom in 1971 where he has lived
since. He taught English, mainly in comprehensive schools, for several years, but is now happily retired and
spends his time relaxing, travelling and writing short stories, many of which have been published in
anthologies and journals in the UK and USA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dan Williams:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will want this The Chronicle of Jeremiah Goldswain: 1820 Settler.

Emily Higginbotham:

This The Chronicle of Jeremiah Goldswain: 1820 Settler book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This
The Chronicle of Jeremiah Goldswain: 1820 Settler without we recognize teach the one who examining it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Chronicle of Jeremiah Goldswain:
1820 Settler can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because
you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Chronicle of Jeremiah Goldswain: 1820 Settler
having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Daniel Hanson:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy
read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The Chronicle of Jeremiah
Goldswain: 1820 Settler is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.



Carmen Hamm:

The publication with title The Chronicle of Jeremiah Goldswain: 1820 Settler contains a lot of information
that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge
the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u
to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.
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