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The Prelude, William Wordsworth's masterful autobiographical work, composed
in blank verse, is generally considered the poem at the heart of the Romantic
movement and one of the great poems in the English language. In this fully
illustrated and annotated edition, it finally receives the treatment it deserves.
Inspired by his dear friend, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, the poem charts the
development of the author's mind, from childhood to Cambridge, London, the
Alps, and France, touching on subjects ranging from leisure to literature, nature
to imagination, and everything in between. A meditation on the self, this work
still stands as a masterpiece of English literature, and is here complemented and
enhanced by 200 contemporary color plates that both illuminate and elucidate the
text. Scrupulously selected and edited from the definitive manuscripts in
existence, the marginal notes and glosses provide an extra touch that makes this a
truly enlightening reading experience.
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Editorial Review

Review
It was therefore with startled joy that I encountered the glorious new edition of The Prelude by my Harvard
colleague James Engell, working in collaboration with the independent scholar Michael D. Raymond (who
sought out the invaluable illustrations). Handsomely produced by David Godine in a broad horizontal format
(twelve by nine and a half inches), the volume is illustrated on almost every other page by paintings or
drawings contemporaneous with the poem itself.

These offer to the American reader's eye an array of scenes indispensable to an understanding of
Wordsworth's world--lakes, crags, nocturnes, ships at sea, the Alps, Stonehenge, Revolutionary France,
Cambridge, London. At last--with Engell's eloquent and succinct introduction, helpful marginal glosses,
notes, a chronology, and maps--American readers and students have a Prelude of their own. --Helen Vendler,
The New York Review of Books

Set in a handsome, hardbound edition that equally fits in a coffee table display or upon a scholar s desk, this
new edition is appropriate for the amateur and expert alike...There are no faults to be had with this book. It is
aesthetically pleasing, intellectually rigorous, and completely satisfying. --The News and Times

A marvelous book--the great poem magnificently illustrated with 130 full-color paintings, drawing, maps
and other visual aids contemporaneous with its writing. --WBUR & NPR's The ARTery

About the Author
William Wordsworth (1770-1850) was a preeminent English Romantic poet whose Lyrical Ballads, jointly
published with Samuel Taylor Coleridge, helped to launch the Romantic movement in English literature. The
author of such beloved works as I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud, Wordsworth was Britain's Poet Laureate
from 1843 until his death in 1850.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Holley Shipman:

The book The Prelude: Newly Edited from the Manuscripts and Fully Illustrated in Color give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
reading a book The Prelude: Newly Edited from the Manuscripts and Fully Illustrated in Color being your
habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a reserve The
Prelude: Newly Edited from the Manuscripts and Fully Illustrated in Color. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?



Geneva Richardson:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for us. The book The Prelude: Newly Edited from the Manuscripts and Fully
Illustrated in Color had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve The Prelude: Newly Edited from the
Manuscripts and Fully Illustrated in Color is not only giving you considerably more new information but
also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try
to make relationship using the book The Prelude: Newly Edited from the Manuscripts and Fully Illustrated in
Color. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Florence Williams:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
Prelude: Newly Edited from the Manuscripts and Fully Illustrated in Color, you are able to tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
publication.

Shawn Hernandez:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
spirit or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very
important for you. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Prelude: Newly Edited from the Manuscripts and Fully
Illustrated in Color can make you feel more interested to read.
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