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From Mohandas Gandhi’s nineteenth-century tour in a third-class compartment
to the recent cinematic shenanigans of Wes Anderson’s The Darjeeling Limited,
the railway has been one of India’s most potent emblems of modern life. In the
first in-depth analysis of representations of the Indian railway, Marian Aguiar
interprets modernity through the legacy of this transformative technology.

Since the colonial period in India, the railway has been idealized as a rational
utopia—a moving box in which racial and class differences might be
amalgamated under a civic, secular, and public order. Aguiar charts this powerful
image into the postcolonial period, showing how the culture of mobility exposes
this symbol of reason as surprisingly dynamic and productive. Looking in turn at
the partition of India, labor relations, rituals of travel, works of literature and
film, visual culture, and the Mumbai train bombings of 2006, Aguiar finds
incongruities she terms “counternarratives of modernity” to signify how they
work both with and against the dominant rhetoric.  Revealing railways as a
microcosm of tensions within Indian culture, Aguiar demonstrates how their
representations have challenged prevailing ideas of modernity.
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From Mohandas Gandhi’s nineteenth-century tour in a third-class compartment to the recent cinematic
shenanigans of Wes Anderson’s The Darjeeling Limited, the railway has been one of India’s most potent
emblems of modern life. In the first in-depth analysis of representations of the Indian railway, Marian Aguiar
interprets modernity through the legacy of this transformative technology.

Since the colonial period in India, the railway has been idealized as a rational utopia—a moving box in
which racial and class differences might be amalgamated under a civic, secular, and public order. Aguiar
charts this powerful image into the postcolonial period, showing how the culture of mobility exposes this
symbol of reason as surprisingly dynamic and productive. Looking in turn at the partition of India, labor
relations, rituals of travel, works of literature and film, visual culture, and the Mumbai train bombings of
2006, Aguiar finds incongruities she terms “counternarratives of modernity” to signify how they work both
with and against the dominant rhetoric.  Revealing railways as a microcosm of tensions within Indian
culture, Aguiar demonstrates how their representations have challenged prevailing ideas of modernity.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In Tracking Modernity, Marian Aguiar demonstrates a compelling grasp of the complex discourses around
and about India’s railway and its imbrication in the contested discourses of modernity, mobility, and
migration. Aguiar offers both a panoramic and a concentrated view of the many modes of representation of
the scene of the train, the spaces of the train, and the railway platform. Historically grounded, theoretically
sophisticated, and clearly articulated, Tracking Modernity takes us on a journey through the Indian landscape
as it changes from colonial depictions, to postcolonial destinations constantly underlining the violence and
terror that the train conjures for the Indian imagination alongside its endless capacity for restless movement."
—Sangeeta Ray, University of Maryland

About the Author

Marian Aguiar is associate professor in the Literary and Cultural Studies Program of the English department
at Carnegie Mellon University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Keesha Marks:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want truly feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the
Tracking Modernity: India's Railway and the Culture of Mobility is kind of book which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Madeline Edwards:

The publication with title Tracking Modernity: India's Railway and the Culture of Mobility includes a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in
new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.



Maurice Lamothe:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Tracking Modernity: India's
Railway and the Culture of Mobility that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man
or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you may pick Tracking Modernity: India's Railway and the Culture of
Mobility become your own starter.

Jose Chapman:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer might be Tracking Modernity: India's Railway and the Culture of Mobility why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content
is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick
up this book.
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