
Wealth and the Demand for Art in Italy, 1300-
1600

By Richard A. Goldthwaite

Wealth and the Demand for Art in Italy, 1300-1600 By Richard A.
Goldthwaite

Wealth and the Demand for Art in Italy represents a departure from previous
studies, both in its focus on demand and in its emphasis on the history of the
material culture of the West. By demonstrating that the roots of modern
consumer society can be found in Renaissance Italy, Richard Goldthwaite offers
a significant contribution to the growing body of literature on the history of
modern consumerism?a movement which he regards as a positive force for the
formation of new attitudes about things that is a defining characteristic of modern
culture.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This book is essentially a lengthy and well-organized response to the deceptively simple query posed in the
introduction: Why did Italy produce so much art in the Renaissance? Renaissance scholar Goldthwaite ( The
Building of Renaissance Florence: An Economic and Social History , LJ 2/1/81), here examines the
remarkable proliferation of art in early modern Europe and the preeminence of Italian art during that period.
What is really unique here is the author's meticulous placement of Italian art--a subject nearly always
considered from an aesthetic point of view--within its larger economic context. After setting the scene in an
introductory chapter describing the economic background of Renaissance Italy, Goldthwaite analyzes at
length the need for art production within the milieu of the church as well as in the secular world. Although
the book is written in a dense, academic style, this study of both art history and economic history is at once
groundbreaking and authoritative. Highly recommended for academic and art libraries.
- Douglas F. Smith, Oakland P.L., Cal.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"Will surely elicit much discussion and reexamination of older theses about the connection between Italian
economic, social and political life and the amazing culture we know as the Renaissance."

(American Historical Review)

"A remarkable achievement."

(Art History)

About the Author
Richard A. Goldthwaite is professor emeritus of history at the Johns Hopkins University. He is the author
of The Building of Renaissance Florence: An Economic and Social History and Wealth and the Demand for
Art in Italy, 1300–1600, both also published by Johns Hopkins.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Esther Price:

The book Wealth and the Demand for Art in Italy, 1300-1600 can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Wealth and the Demand for Art
in Italy, 1300-1600? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
Wealth and the Demand for Art in Italy, 1300-1600 has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.



Theresa Diaz:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Wealth and the Demand for
Art in Italy, 1300-1600 is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Ronald Cleary:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Wealth and the Demand for Art in Italy,
1300-1600 that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit
all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react to the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all
of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, it is possible to pick Wealth and the Demand for Art in Italy, 1300-1600 become your own personal
starter.

David Moore:

This Wealth and the Demand for Art in Italy, 1300-1600 is great e-book for you because the content which is
full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it.
So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Wealth and the
Demand for Art in Italy, 1300-1600 in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this
publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in
which?
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