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In government, influence denotes one's ability to get others to act, think, or feel
as one intends. A mayor who persuades voters to approve a bond issue exercises
influence. A businessman whose promises of support induce a mayor to take
action exercises influence. In Political Influence, Edward C. Banfield examines
the structures and dynamics of influence in determining who actually makes the
decisions on vital issues in a large metropolitan area. This edition includes an
introduction by James Q. Wilson, who provides an intellectual profile of Banfield
and a review of his life and work.

Banfield locates his analysis in Chicago, focusing on a broad range of
representative urban issues. An introductory chapter defines Banfield's method
through four leading questions: Who has influence and who is subject to it? How
does influence work? What are the terms upon which influence is expended?
How is action concerted by influence? Banfield's conceptual scheme is applied at
three levels. He offers six case studies of political influence, showing in
considerable detail how influence was used in certain civic controversies. Then
Banfield interprets these case studies, drawing from them a set of low-level
empirical generalizations. At the third and highest level of generality, he explores
the logical structure of significant aspects of influence and recasts the empirical
findings in analytical terms, developing theories that apply generally to situations
involving political influence. He also defines the key roles played by
officeholders, the newspapers, business interests, the city council and minority
groups.

Political Influence is notable for its depth and sophistication. This rare
combination of good reporting and insightful analysis is essential reading for
political scientists, urban affairs specialists, policymakers, and sociologists.
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In government, influence denotes one's ability to get others to act, think, or feel as one intends. A mayor who
persuades voters to approve a bond issue exercises influence. A businessman whose promises of support
induce a mayor to take action exercises influence. In Political Influence, Edward C. Banfield examines the
structures and dynamics of influence in determining who actually makes the decisions on vital issues in a
large metropolitan area. This edition includes an introduction by James Q. Wilson, who provides an
intellectual profile of Banfield and a review of his life and work.

Banfield locates his analysis in Chicago, focusing on a broad range of representative urban issues. An
introductory chapter defines Banfield's method through four leading questions: Who has influence and who
is subject to it? How does influence work? What are the terms upon which influence is expended? How is
action concerted by influence? Banfield's conceptual scheme is applied at three levels. He offers six case
studies of political influence, showing in considerable detail how influence was used in certain civic
controversies. Then Banfield interprets these case studies, drawing from them a set of low-level empirical
generalizations. At the third and highest level of generality, he explores the logical structure of significant
aspects of influence and recasts the empirical findings in analytical terms, developing theories that apply
generally to situations involving political influence. He also defines the key roles played by officeholders,
the newspapers, business interests, the city council and minority groups.

Political Influence is notable for its depth and sophistication. This rare combination of good reporting and
insightful analysis is essential reading for political scientists, urban affairs specialists, policymakers, and
sociologists.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willene Choate:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Political Influence book is readable simply by you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding Political Influence
content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the information but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Political Influence is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Steven Slaughter:

This Political Influence are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
main reason of this Political Influence can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that might be will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Political Influence forcing you to have an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Benjamin Nation:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Political Influence book written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate
your personal hunger then you still question Political Influence as good book not just by the cover but also
by the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Linda Howard:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Political Influence we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be



creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book Political Influence. You can
more pleasing than now.
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