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The antihero prevails in recent American drama television series. Characters such
as mobster kingpin Tony Soprano (The Sopranos), meth cook and gangster-in-
the-making Walter White (Breaking Bad) and serial killer Dexter Morgan
(Dexter) are not morally good, so how do these television series make us engage
in these morally bad main characters? And what does this tell us about our moral
psychological make-up, and more specifically, about the moral psychology of
fiction?

Vaage argues that the fictional status of these series deactivates rational,
deliberate moral evaluation, making the spectator rely on moral emotions and
intuitions that are relatively easy to manipulate with narrative strategies.
Nevertheless, she also argues that these series regularly encourage reactivation of
deliberate, moral evaluation. In so doing, these fictional series can teach us
something about ourselves as moral beings--what our moral intuitions and
emotions are, and how these might differ from deliberate, moral evaluation.
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The antihero prevails in recent American drama television series. Characters such as mobster kingpin Tony
Soprano (The Sopranos), meth cook and gangster-in-the-making Walter White (Breaking Bad) and serial
killer Dexter Morgan (Dexter) are not morally good, so how do these television series make us engage in
these morally bad main characters? And what does this tell us about our moral psychological make-up, and
more specifically, about the moral psychology of fiction?

Vaage argues that the fictional status of these series deactivates rational, deliberate moral evaluation, making
the spectator rely on moral emotions and intuitions that are relatively easy to manipulate with narrative
strategies. Nevertheless, she also argues that these series regularly encourage reactivation of deliberate,
moral evaluation. In so doing, these fictional series can teach us something about ourselves as moral beings--
what our moral intuitions and emotions are, and how these might differ from deliberate, moral evaluation.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Combining an informative survey of salient research in psychology and phil-osophical aesthetics with
careful conceptual analysis and close examinationsof well-known television series, Margrethe Bruun Vaage's
book offers a freshperspective on the nature of contemporary American television drama and theways it
engages viewers. Exemplifying the virtues of the best interdisciplinaryscholarship in the humanities, this
book opens up new avenues of research fortelevision studies scholars, cognitivist theorists, and philosophers
of film, andwill also appeal to any students or scholars with an interest in the question ofwhat makes
characters like Tony Soprano and Walter White so compelling."--Ted Nannicelli, University ofQueensland,
Australia

About the Author

Margrethe Bruun Vaage is Lecturer in the Film Department at the University of Kent, UK

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph Kidwell:

The event that you get from The Antihero in American Television (Routledge Advances in Television
Studies) may be the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Antihero in American
Television (Routledge Advances in Television Studies) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of
this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this particular The Antihero in American Television (Routledge Advances in
Television Studies) instantly.

Janna Lefevre:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Antihero in American Television (Routledge
Advances in Television Studies) as the daily resource information.



Heather Stewart:

This The Antihero in American Television (Routledge Advances in Television Studies) is fresh way for you
who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into
it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The
Antihero in American Television (Routledge Advances in Television Studies) can be the light food in your
case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire
itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading
a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So ,
don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.

Ashley Johnson:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Antihero in American
Television (Routledge Advances in Television Studies) to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill
of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to
see it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like
to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve The Antihero in American Television
(Routledge Advances in Television Studies) can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse
with what must you're doing of these time.
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