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With their father away, who will solve the mystery?

In the darkness of a November night, Kate O'Connell awakens to the murmur of
voices coming from below her room in the Windy Hill farmhouse. Sneaking
down the stairs, she learns that Papa Nordstrom must take ajob at alumber camp
to earn money for spring planting and be gone for two or three months during the
worst part of the winter. Just when they had come together as afamily, Papa
must go.

In his absence, all the children are given greater responsibilities for the farm.
Them simply have to make it through the winter without him. And then Kate
thinks of all the things that could happen on a northwoods farm in Wisconsin.
What if something goes wrong?

And things do go wrong. First in the community, then on the farm with some
mysterious disappearances.

Join Kate and Anders as the mystery unfolds!
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With their father away, who will solve the mystery?

In the darkness of a November night, Kate O'Connell awakens to the murmur of voices coming from below
her room in the Windy Hill farmhouse. Sneaking down the stairs, she learns that Papa Nordstrom must take a
job at alumber camp to earn money for spring planting and be gone for two or three months during the worst
part of the winter. Just when they had come together as afamily, Papa must go.

In his absence, al the children are given greater responsibilities for the farm. Them simply have to make it
through the winter without him. And then Kate thinks of all the things that could happen on a northwoods
farm in Wisconsin. What if something goes wrong?

And things do go wrong. First in the community, then on the farm with some mysterious disappearances.

Join Kate and Anders as the mystery unfolds!
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From Chapter One - Kate ListensIn

In the darkness of a November night Katherine O'Connell woke suddenly.

For amoment she lay without moving, wondering if something were wrong.

A dliver of moonlight slanted across the upstairs bedroom she shared with her sister Tina. The little girl still
breathed evenly, her sleep peaceful. Kate slid farther beneath the quilt, trying to put aside her uneasiness.

Since moving to northwest Wisconsin, Kate had lost sleep more than once. Sometimes it was only arooster
that wakened her. Other times a screech owl shattered the peaceful woods around Windy Hill Farm. Then
there was the night when Kate watched from the storeroom window and spied the disappearing stranger.
Now twelve-year-old Kate had ho reason to stand watch, or so she thought. Closing her eyes, shetried to go
back to sleep.

A moment later amurmur of voices brought Kate upright. Sliding out of bed, she reached for her robe and
tiptoed across the cold wooden floor. Slowly, quietly, she turned the knob and opened the door just enough
to dlip through.

Still tiptoeing, Kate started down the stairs, keeping to the side of steps that squeaked. Mama and Papa's
bedroom was on the first floor next to the dining room. Tonight, though, the voices came from the front
room just beneath Kate and Tina's bedroom.

Four steps from the bottom, hidden by the wall between the stairs and the front room, Kate sat down.
Pushing back her long hair, she leaned forward to listen.

"We need seed money for next year's crops.” Papa Nordstrom's voice was low.

Money! thought Kate, disliking even the word. Kate's Irish father, Daddy O'Connell, had died in a
construction accident. In the year that followed, Mama and K ate struggled to earn enough money for food
and rent. Then Mama married Papa Nordstrom, and she and Kate moved from Minneapolis to Windy Hill
Farm.

"He needs help with histhree children,” Mama had told her. "Aswe work together, I'll grow to love him."
Kate knew that had happened. Papa Nordstrom and Mama, Anders, Lars, Tina, and Kate had become a
family.

But Kate hadn't expected to be the only onein the family and in her school who didn't speak Swedish. She
hadn't expected to have to earn the respect of Anders, the new brother her age.

Now Papa Nordstrom spoke again. "Wages in the lumber camps are good this year."

For amoment there was silence. As she thought about his words, Kate felt an emptinessin her stomach. "I'm
just getting to know you!" she wanted to cry out.

Papa Nordstrom's voice sounded sad. "1'd be gone two or three months during the worst part of winter."
Kate moved down another step, but couldn't hear Mama's answer.

"Yah" came Papa's Swedish yes. "Anders will help, and Lars, and Kate." His voice was gruff, the way it
sounded when he cared deeply about something. "But | don't want to leave you."



"Can you think of any other way?' Mama asked softly.

For atime, Kate heard only the ticking clock. Then Mama spoke again. "If thereisn't any other way, welll do
it. We'll handle it because we have to."

"But with the baby coming-" Papa said.

A baby coming? In her excitement Kate leaned farther forward, trying to hear more. Suddenly she tumbled
down the remaining steps.

As shefell into the doorway of the front room, Papa Nordstrom jumped up. "Kate! Areyou al right?"
Mama jumped up too, but her voice was stern. "I've told you, Kate, you aren't supposed to listen to other
peopl€e's conversation."

"But, Mama, isit true you're going to have a baby?"

Mama's smile softened the sternnessin her face. Standing up, she reached out and pulled Kate to her in a
hug.

Mamawas tall for awoman, and Kate short for her age. Kate also knew her own eyes were a deeper blue
than Mamals. Y et now, as Kate looked up, Mama's eyes were shining.

"The baby will be born in the spring,” Mama answered. "Y ou're the first one to know."

The next morning at breakfast Mama and Papa Nordstrom told the other children the good news about the
baby. But Andersand Lars and Tina also heard the sad news that Papa would go away to work in alumber
camp that winter.

"When you were at school yesterday, | butchered the pig,” Papatold twelve-year-old Anders.

Anders nodded, his face solemn below his shock of blond hair. Like hisfather, his shoulders were muscular
from farm work. But Papa had brown hair and a neatly trimmed moustache and beard.

Papa went on. "With this weather the pig should stay frozen. It's on the cookstove in the summer kitchen.
The meat saw isthere for you to cut off pieces when you need them."”

Anders pushed his hair out of his eyes and nodded again. When days grew too warm for afire in the house,
the family cooked meals in the summer kitchen. In winter the small building wasn't heated.

As Papaturned to Lars, the nine-year-old looked just as serious as Anders.

"Lars, you and Anders split the wood and carry it in the way you always do. Take good care of the cows."
A tuft of hair stood up at the back of Lars's red head. Papa reached out, smoothed it down, and smiled. Lars
blinked, then blinked again, as though holding back tears.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ward Beaver:

The book The Hidden Message (Adventures of the Northwoods, Book 2) make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. Y ou should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Hidden
Message (Adventures of the Northwoods, Book 2) to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add
your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. Y ou are able to know everything
if you like wide open and read a e-book The Hidden Message (Adventures of the Northwoods, Book 2).
Kinds of book are severa. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how
do you think about this book?

Roselbarra:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.



Aswe know that book is very important usually. The book The Hidden Message (Adventures of the
Northwoods, Book 2) has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The book The Hidden Message (Adventures of the Northwoods,
Book 2) is not only giving you more hew information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored.
Y ou can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book
The Hidden Message (Adventures of the Northwoods, Book 2). Y ou never really feel lose out for everything
in case you read some books.

Doug Campbéll:

This The Hidden Message (Adventures of the Northwoods, Book 2) are usually reliable for you who want to
be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Hidden Message (Adventures of the
Northwoods, Book 2) can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your before knowledge.
Thisbook is handy, you can bring it amost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
types. Beside that this The Hidden Message (Adventures of the Northwoods, Book 2) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day exercise. S0, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Gary Lund:

The book untitled The Hidden Message (Adventures of the Northwoods, Book 2) contain alot of information
onit. The writer explainsthe girl ideawith easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people,
so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author
brings you in the new era of literary works. Y ou can read this book because you can continue reading your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.
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