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In European prehistory population agglomerations of more than 10,000
inhabitants per site are a seldom phenomenon. A big surprise to the
archaeological community was the discovery of Trypillia mega-sites of more
than 250 hectares and with remains of more than 2000 houses by a
multidisciplinary approach of Soviet and Ukrainian archaeology, including aerial
photography, geophysical prospection and excavations nearly 50 years ago. The
extraordinary development took place at the border of the North Pontic Forest
Steppe and Steppe zone ca. 4100–3400 BCE.

Since then many questions arose which are of main relevance: Why, how and
under which environmental conditions did Trypillia mega-sites develop? How
long did they last? Were social and/or ecological reasons responsible for this
social experiment? Are Trypillia and the similar sized settlement of Uruk two
different concepts of social behaviour?

Paradigm change in fieldwork and excavation strategies enabled research teams
during the last decade to analyse the mega-sites in their spatial and social
complexity. High precision geophysics, target excavations and a new design of
systematic field strategies deliver empirical data representative for the large sites.
Archaeological research contributed immensely to aspects of anthropogenic
induced steppe development and subsistence concepts that did not reach the
carrying capacities. Probabilistic models based on 14C-dates made the
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contemporaneity of the mega-site house structures most probable.

In consequence, Trypillia mega-sites are an independent European phenomenon
that contrasts both concepts of urbanism and social stratification that is seen with
similar demographic figures in Mesopotamia. The new Trypillia research can be
read as the methodological progress in European archaeology.
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In European prehistory population agglomerations of more than 10,000 inhabitants per site are a seldom
phenomenon. A big surprise to the archaeological community was the discovery of Trypillia mega-sites of
more than 250 hectares and with remains of more than 2000 houses by a multidisciplinary approach of
Soviet and Ukrainian archaeology, including aerial photography, geophysical prospection and excavations
nearly 50 years ago. The extraordinary development took place at the border of the North Pontic Forest
Steppe and Steppe zone ca. 4100–3400 BCE.

Since then many questions arose which are of main relevance: Why, how and under which environmental
conditions did Trypillia mega-sites develop? How long did they last? Were social and/or ecological reasons
responsible for this social experiment? Are Trypillia and the similar sized settlement of Uruk two different
concepts of social behaviour?

Paradigm change in fieldwork and excavation strategies enabled research teams during the last decade to
analyse the mega-sites in their spatial and social complexity. High precision geophysics, target excavations
and a new design of systematic field strategies deliver empirical data representative for the large sites.
Archaeological research contributed immensely to aspects of anthropogenic induced steppe development and
subsistence concepts that did not reach the carrying capacities. Probabilistic models based on 14C-dates made
the contemporaneity of the mega-site house structures most probable.

In consequence, Trypillia mega-sites are an independent European phenomenon that contrasts both concepts
of urbanism and social stratification that is seen with similar demographic figures in Mesopotamia. The new
Trypillia research can be read as the methodological progress in European archaeology.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Each chapter provides additional information in an orderly way, elaborating on both old and new ideas at
the same time, but also leaving enough space for readers to develop their own interpretations ... [The book]
presents an array of valuable new data, and advances new theoretical approaches to its interpretation ... The
main message is therefore not what has been achieved here?which is, undoubtedly, already significant? but
what else might be achieved in future."

Francesco Menotti, University of Bradford, UK

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leigh Weimer:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Trypillia Mega-Sites and European Prehistory: 4100-3400 BCE
(Themes in Contemporary Archaeology). Try to make book Trypillia Mega-Sites and European Prehistory:
4100-3400 BCE (Themes in Contemporary Archaeology) as your close friend. It means that it can to become
your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah,
it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Mary Muncy:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time
those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Trypillia Mega-Sites and European Prehistory: 4100-3400
BCE (Themes in Contemporary Archaeology) as your daily resource information.

Joseph Cosgrove:

The e-book untitled Trypillia Mega-Sites and European Prehistory: 4100-3400 BCE (Themes in
Contemporary Archaeology) is the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of
the reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the



information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Trypillia Mega-
Sites and European Prehistory: 4100-3400 BCE (Themes in Contemporary Archaeology) from the publisher
to make you much more enjoy free time.

Robert Rascoe:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Trypillia Mega-Sites and European Prehistory: 4100-3400
BCE (Themes in Contemporary Archaeology) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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