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This book is a new approach to how we in the West understand China and
Chinese culture. It challenges the master narrative of Confucianism and shows
that ancestor worship has underpinned Chinese culture in many influential and
vital ways and provides a nuanced and more efficacious paradigm through which
Chinese culture may be viewed. It is an exposition and analysis of Chinese
ancestor worship and its correlations, especially filial piety and ritual, and it
shows the intrinsic importance of ancestor worship to Chinese culture. By using a
practice theory - ritual - and communication theory approach this work highlights
the relationship between the rituals of ancestor worship and their meaning within
Chinese culture. In emphasizing the efficacy of ritual to cultural meaning it also
questions and compares the master narrative of Confucianism in its role as the
prime cultural symbol and paradigm of Chinese culture. China and Chinese
culture is conventionally understood by the West through the paradigm and its
articulated discourse of Confucianism. In order to ameliorate and overcome the
epistemological problematic of a cross-cultural understanding of China, a new
approach to the understanding of China and Chinese culture is proposed. The
thesis approach is 'meta-disciplinary' and multi-viewed, and draws on a range of
evidence and theories which focus on the problematic of 'cross-cultural
understanding.'
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This book is a new approach to how we in the West understand China and Chinese culture. It challenges the
master narrative of Confucianism and shows that ancestor worship has underpinned Chinese culture in many
influential and vital ways and provides a nuanced and more efficacious paradigm through which Chinese
culture may be viewed. It is an exposition and analysis of Chinese ancestor worship and its correlations,
especially filial piety and ritual, and it shows the intrinsic importance of ancestor worship to Chinese culture.
By using a practice theory - ritual - and communication theory approach this work highlights the relationship
between the rituals of ancestor worship and their meaning within Chinese culture. In emphasizing the
efficacy of ritual to cultural meaning it also questions and compares the master narrative of Confucianism in
its role as the prime cultural symbol and paradigm of Chinese culture. China and Chinese culture is
conventionally understood by the West through the paradigm and its articulated discourse of Confucianism.
In order to ameliorate and overcome the epistemological problematic of a cross-cultural understanding of
China, a new approach to the understanding of China and Chinese culture is proposed. The thesis approach is
'meta-disciplinary' and multi-viewed, and draws on a range of evidence and theories which focus on the
problematic of 'cross-cultural understanding.'
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Editorial Review

Review
'Confucianism has long been considered as the prime cultural symbol of Chinese tradition and values. This
centuries old Chinese official and ruling class discourse has been supported and reinforced by Western
scholars, and even current Chinese authorities. In this important book Dr Lakos challenges this master
narrative of Confucianism as the Chinese culture and argues instead that ancestor worship practiced in terms
of filial piety and ritual has underpinned Chinese culture in many influential and vital ways, both
normatively and epistemologically. Dr Lakos also skilfully uses the theory of practice and theory of
communication to analyse ancestor worship as a way of thinking and practical activities in Chinese daily life.
This study brings fresh air to the field of China studies and provokes critical thinking about what is usually
taken for granted.' --Professor Mobo Gao, Chair of Chinese Studies, Director, Confucius Institute, Centre for
Asian Studies, The University of Adelaide

About the Author
Although an Honorary Research Associate with the School of Asian Languages and Studies at the University
of Tasmania, I consider myself to be an independent research scholar. Over the past decade I have carried
out field studies on an annual basis in India, China, and SE Asia, and I have presented research papers at
International forums.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Josephine Mares:

This Chinese Ancestor Worship: A Practice and Ritual Oriented Approach to Understanding Chinese Culture
book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information
which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Chinese Ancestor
Worship: A Practice and Ritual Oriented Approach to Understanding Chinese Culture without we
comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being
worry Chinese Ancestor Worship: A Practice and Ritual Oriented Approach to Understanding Chinese
Culture can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you
can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Chinese Ancestor Worship: A Practice and Ritual
Oriented Approach to Understanding Chinese Culture having excellent arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Kara Hogan:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
long to reading a guide. The book Chinese Ancestor Worship: A Practice and Ritual Oriented Approach to



Understanding Chinese Culture it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book.
They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can
buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book provides high quality.

Lisa Yang:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Chinese Ancestor Worship: A Practice and Ritual Oriented
Approach to Understanding Chinese Culture why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about
the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Gerard Armstrong:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of
book Chinese Ancestor Worship: A Practice and Ritual Oriented Approach to Understanding Chinese
Culture. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It
can bring you from one place to other place.
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