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Embodied Power explores dimensions of politics seldom addressed in political
science, illuminating state practices that produce hierarchically-organized groups
through racialized gendering—despite guarantees of formal equality. Challenging
disembodied accounts of citizenship, the book traces how modern science and
law produce race, gender, and sexuality as purportedly natural characteristics,
masking their political genesis. Taking the United States as a case study,
Hawkesworth demonstrates how diverse laws and policies concerning civil and
political rights, education, housing, and welfare, immigration and securitization,
policing and criminal justice create finely honed hierarchies of difference that
structure the life prospects of men and women of particular races and ethnicities
within and across borders. In addition to documenting the continuing operation of
embodied power across diverse paolicy terrains, the book investigates complex
ways of seeing that render raced-gendered relations of domination and
subordination invisible. From common assumptions about individualism and
colorblind perception to disciplinary norms such as methodol ogical
individualism, methodological nationalism, and abstract universalism,
problematic presuppositions sustain mistaken notions concerning formal equality
and legal neutrality that allow state practices of racialized gendering to escape
detection with profound consequences for the life prospects of privileged and
marginalized groups. Through sustained critique of these flawed suppositions,
Embodied Power challenges central beliefs about the nature of power, the scope
of state action, and the practice of liberal democracy and identifies alternative
theoretical frameworks that make racialized-gendering visible and actionable.

Key Features:

- Demonstrates how understandings of politics change when the experiences of
men and women of diverse classes, races, and ethnicities are placed at the
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center of analysis.

- Explains why race-neutral and gender-neutral policiesfail to eliminate
entrenched inequalities.

- Shows how accredited methods in political science (and the socia sciences
more generally) mask state practices that create and sustain racial and gender
inequality.

- Traces how mistaken notions of biological determinism have diverted attention
from political processes of racialization, gendering, and sexualization.

- Argues that the intersecting categories of race, class, gender, and sexuality are
essential to all subfields of political science if contemporary power isto be
studied systematically.
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Embodied Power explores dimensions of politics seldom addressed in political science, illuminating state
practices that produce hierarchically-organized groups through racialized gendering—despite guarantees of
formal equality. Challenging disembodied accounts of citizenship, the book traces how modern science and
law produce race, gender, and sexuality as purportedly natural characteristics, masking their political genesis.
Taking the United States as a case study, Hawkesworth demonstrates how diverse laws and policies
concerning civil and political rights, education, housing, and welfare, immigration and securitization,
policing and criminal justice create finely honed hierarchies of difference that structure the life prospects of
men and women of particular races and ethnicities within and across borders. In addition to documenting the
continuing operation of embodied power across diverse policy terrains, the book investigates complex ways
of seeing that render raced-gendered relations of domination and subordination invisible. From common
assumptions about individualism and colorblind perception to disciplinary norms such as methodol ogical
individualism, methodol ogical nationalism, and abstract universalism, problematic presuppositions sustain
mistaken notions concerning formal equality and legal neutrality that allow state practices of racialized
gendering to escape detection with profound consequences for the life prospects of privileged and
marginalized groups. Through sustained critique of these flawed suppositions, Embodied Power challenges
central beliefs about the nature of power, the scope of state action, and the practice of liberal democracy and
identifies alternative theoretical frameworks that make racialized-gendering visible and actionable.

Key Features:

- Demonstrates how understandings of politics change when the experiences of men and women of diverse
classes, races, and ethnicities are placed at the center of analysis.

- Explains why race-neutral and gender-neutral policiesfail to eliminate entrenched inequalities.

- Shows how accredited methods in political science (and the social sciences more generally) mask state
practices that create and sustain racial and gender inequality.

- Traces how mistaken notions of biological determinism have diverted attention from political processes of
racialization, gendering, and sexualization.



- Argues that the intersecting categories of race, class, gender, and sexuality are essential to all subfields of
political science if contemporary power isto be studied systematically.
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Editorial Review
Review

Asit challenges us to question taken-for-granted assumptions of our discipline, Embodied Power urges usto
think beyond the constraints of conventional social science. Hawkesworth presents a convincing argument
that until political science takes race, class and gender serioudly it cannot fully understand contemporary
politics. A must-read for scholarsin al subfields of palitical science aswell as those seeking more just
solutionsto today’ s problems.

--J. Ann Tickner, American University

This book is amanifesto for intersectionality as a process-based form of analysis and way of seeing the
world. Hawkesworth disposes of the mystifications that constitute the 'standard’ methodol ogies of political
science, but goes well beyond mere critique. Her work sets in place a practical alternative to all-too-familiar
methodological individualisms and raced-gendered nationalisms.

-- Terrell Carver, University of Bristol

Once again, Mary Hawkesworth has crafted alucid and compelling account of racing-gendering processes
and the material occlusions and power relations they produce in the United States. Embodied Power belongs
in the canon of political science and should be required reading for all political scientists. It certainly will be
for al of my future students.

-- Ange-Marie Hancock, University of Southern California

About the Author

Mary Hawkesworth is Distinguished Professor of Political Science and Women's and Gender Studies at
Rutgers University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Linda Spaulding:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for usto learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Embodied Power: Demystifying Disembodied Palitics.



Christi Shoup:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students since they're still students or the item for all peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish do
that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Embodied Power: Demystifying
Disembodied Poalitics. All type of book can you see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Margo Soares:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Embodied Power: Demystifying Disembodied Politics book is readable
through you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
involving Embodied Power: Demystifying Disembodied Palitics content conveys thinking easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different such asit. So, do you continue to thinking Embodied Power: Demystifying Disembodied Politicsis
not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Phillip Martin:

Reading a guide tends to be new life stylein this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in thisworld may share their idea.
Guides can aso inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or maybe their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays aways try to improve their expertisein
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this Embodied
Power: Demystifying Disembodied Politics.
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