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No matter where they live, Canadians expect and receive equal benefits from
their government when it comes to old age pensions, consular services when
travelling abroad, and airline safety. Canadians also expect the same quality of
education, medical care, and social benefits anywhere in the country. But when
government services come from provinces and not Ottawa, differences in the
quality of services can be enormous. Canada's provinces have equal
responsibilities but very unequal means to pay for those responsibilities.

Equal citizenship for all Canadians is an idea that has a long and distinguished
pedigree in Canadian life. When differences between the provinces grew
dramatically in the early twentieth century, politicians crafted a response that
sought to equalize services across the country. They called these measures
"equalization," and the idea was deemed so fundamental that it was embodied in
the 1982 Canadian constitution.

But Canada has changed. The centre of wealth has been shifting from Ontario
toward the resource-rich provinces. The wealth gap between provinces has grown
-- and with it disparities in taxes and services available to citizens. Regionalism
and neoconservative ideas have undermined support for equal citizenship.

In this compelling new book, Richard Starr traces the history of this idea. He
tracks how it has been undermined and attacked, and proposes how it can be
reframed in a twenty-first century context to attract the support of most
Canadians.
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No matter where they live, Canadians expect and receive equal benefits from their government when it
comes to old age pensions, consular services when travelling abroad, and airline safety. Canadians also
expect the same quality of education, medical care, and social benefits anywhere in the country. But when
government services come from provinces and not Ottawa, differences in the quality of services can be
enormous. Canada's provinces have equal responsibilities but very unequal means to pay for those
responsibilities.

Equal citizenship for all Canadians is an idea that has a long and distinguished pedigree in Canadian life.
When differences between the provinces grew dramatically in the early twentieth century, politicians crafted
a response that sought to equalize services across the country. They called these measures "equalization,"
and the idea was deemed so fundamental that it was embodied in the 1982 Canadian constitution.

But Canada has changed. The centre of wealth has been shifting from Ontario toward the resource-rich
provinces. The wealth gap between provinces has grown -- and with it disparities in taxes and services
available to citizens. Regionalism and neoconservative ideas have undermined support for equal citizenship.

In this compelling new book, Richard Starr traces the history of this idea. He tracks how it has been
undermined and attacked, and proposes how it can be reframed in a twenty-first century context to attract the
support of most Canadians.
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Editorial Review

Review
"In this compelling new book, Ruichard Starr traces the history of...equalization. He tracks how it has been
undermined and attacked, and proposes how it can be reframed to suit today's political context." (Jury
comments, Atlantic Book Award for Scholarly Writing, 2015)

About the Author
RICHARD STARR has worked as a journalist, public servant, broadcaster, political staffer and policy
adviser. He is author of numerous newspaper and magazine articles, and two works of non fiction. A lifelong
student of Maritime history, Starr is married to playwright and former MP Wendy Lill. They live in
Dartmouth.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marie Guinn:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book Equal as Citizens: The tumultuous and troubled
history of a great Canadian idea was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Equal as Citizens: The tumultuous and troubled
history of a great Canadian idea is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to
become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book.
Try to make relationship with the book Equal as Citizens: The tumultuous and troubled history of a great
Canadian idea. You never experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Herbert Willams:

The guide untitled Equal as Citizens: The tumultuous and troubled history of a great Canadian idea is the
guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to
an individual. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Equal as Citizens: The tumultuous and troubled history
of a great Canadian idea from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Chester Hassel:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose
the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is identified as of
book Equal as Citizens: The tumultuous and troubled history of a great Canadian idea. You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier



to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Richard Graham:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Equal as Citizens: The tumultuous and troubled
history of a great Canadian idea to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle
the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and examine it. Beside that the book Equal as Citizens: The tumultuous and troubled history of a great
Canadian idea can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of their time.
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