
Ford Total Performance: Ford's Legendary
High-Performance Street and Race Cars

By Martyn L. Schorr

Ford Total Performance: Ford's Legendary High-Performance Street and
Race Cars By Martyn L. Schorr

Follow Ford's leap into the 1960s and the performance era--on the streets
and on the track!

In the early 1960s, Ford Motor Company underwent a dramatic change in
corporate philosophy. Previously, under Ford's young chairman, Henry Ford II
("the Deuce") safety, not performance, was the goal.

But by 1962, even the chairman realized his philosophy needed to change. Ford
was nearly invisible to car-crazy baby boomers. Lee Iacocca convinced Ford that
he needed to act decisively or risk losing the emerging youth market to the
competition.

Thus began Ford's "Total Performance" program. Ford Total Performance is all
about Ford's prime racing era from 1961 through 1971. In addition to purpose-
built race cars, it also covers production performance cars, specialty models, and
unique concepts such as lightweight drag race cars. The book explores the 427
Fairlane Thunderbolt; Mercury Comet; unique V-8 Falcons that competed in the
1963 and 1964 Monte Carlo Rallies; Dick Brannan's 427 A/FX drag car; Ford
Indy 500 winning race cars; 427 Overhead Cam SOHC 427 engines as used in
A/FX and fuel race cars; Boss 302 and 429 Mustangs for street, drag racing, and
Trans-Am; and many more. The Ford-Ferrari war that led to the creation of the
legendary GT40 Le Mans race cars isn't forgotten. Featuring unpublished period
photographs, plus photos and artwork from Ford designers, Ford Total
Performance covers all of Ford's classic race and street cars, including Cobras
and Shelby Mustangs. It's a must-have book for any fan of classic American
performance cars!
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In the early 1960s, Ford Motor Company underwent a dramatic change in corporate philosophy. Previously,
under Ford's young chairman, Henry Ford II ("the Deuce") safety, not performance, was the goal.

But by 1962, even the chairman realized his philosophy needed to change. Ford was nearly invisible to car-
crazy baby boomers. Lee Iacocca convinced Ford that he needed to act decisively or risk losing the emerging
youth market to the competition.

Thus began Ford's "Total Performance" program. Ford Total Performance is all about Ford's prime racing
era from 1961 through 1971. In addition to purpose-built race cars, it also covers production performance
cars, specialty models, and unique concepts such as lightweight drag race cars. The book explores the 427
Fairlane Thunderbolt; Mercury Comet; unique V-8 Falcons that competed in the 1963 and 1964 Monte Carlo
Rallies; Dick Brannan's 427 A/FX drag car; Ford Indy 500 winning race cars; 427 Overhead Cam SOHC 427
engines as used in A/FX and fuel race cars; Boss 302 and 429 Mustangs for street, drag racing, and Trans-
Am; and many more. The Ford-Ferrari war that led to the creation of the legendary GT40 Le Mans race cars
isn't forgotten. Featuring unpublished period photographs, plus photos and artwork from Ford designers,
Ford Total Performance covers all of Ford's classic race and street cars, including Cobras and Shelby
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Editorial Review

Review

"Featuring unpublished period images, plus photos and artwork from Ford designers, Ford Total
Performance covers all of Ford's classic race and street cars, including Cobras and Shelby Mustangs. It's a
must-have book for any fan of classic American performance cars!" - Antique Automobile

"...a stellar title that any Ford fan will want on their bookshelf." - MustangandFords.com

"Schorr has steered us through the best of times and the worst of times." - The San Diego Union-Tribune

"Real history is written best by the people who actually experienced it, and in the case of hits hugely
anticipated book, Marty Schorr is the author wo was there for all of it. This is not just a collection of old
photos. The text springs forth with verve and sharp analysis, the kind of story that can only be written by
someone who was front-and-center during the relevant years." - Hemmings Muscle Machines

"Ford Total Performance chronicles Ford's 1961-1971 racing era and covers production vehicles, unique
concepts, drag cars, and the rivalry that led to the creation of the GT40. With 348 photos and illustration to
accompany the intriguing history, it's a must ready for Ford aficionados." - Motor Trend

"Featuring unpublished period images, plus photos and artwork from Ford designers, Ford Total
Performance covers all of Ford's classic race and street cars, including Cobras and Shelby Mustangs. It's a
must-have book for any fan of classic American performance cars - Antique Automobile

"Real history is written best by the people who actually experienced it, and in the case of hits hugely
anticipated book, Marty Schorr is the author wo was there for all of it. This is not just a collection of old
photos. The text springs forth with verve and sharp analysis, the kind of story that can only be written by
someone who was front-and-center during the relevant years - Hemmings Muscle Machines



"Spiced with war stories and insights accumulated through years as a magazine editor, Schorr covers
everything from post - WWII hot rodding, time trials and street racing, to oval, rally, drag and Grand Prix
competition. You don't have to be a Ford fanatic to enjoy the inside stories.. - Houston Chronicle

"Ford Total Performance chronicles Ford's 1961-1971 racing era and covers production vehicles, unique
concepts, drag cars, and the rivalry that led to the creation of the GT40. With 348 photos and illustration to
accompany the intriguing history, it's a must ready for Ford aficionados - Motor Trend

"This lively history encompasses the full breadth of Ford's performance machinery. The book is packed with
lots of excellent archival and contemporary photography, plus its written by Marty Schorr who was there
when a lot of this happened - Muscle Car Review

"...a stellar title that any Ford fan will want on their bookshelf - MustangandFords.com

"Automotive journalist Martyn L. Schorr lived the heyday of Ford's Total Performance period of the 1960s
and early 1970s. He not only worked with the Ford folks to get the details behind the program and its cars, he
drove the cars when they were fresh out of the wrapper. Now, he's taken all of that experience and
knowledge and channeled it into this beautiful book. Not only was Schorr taking notes of Ford's performance
program, he was taking pictures. Many of his original images join Ford archival images to complement the
story for the complete package on Ford Total Performance - Old Cars Weekly

"Marty Schorr has fifty years worth of experience with performance cars. He also has fifty years worth of
photographs he took during that time. He shares them in this book A¢â,¬â?o some which have been used
before and some which have not. For detail freaks it is a treasure trove. There have been a lot of books
written about performance Fords. We know, because we have a wall full of book shelves filled with them.
We are happy to add Marty Schorr's book to our shelf. If you're reading this review, you will be, too - Shelby
American

"Schorr has steered us through the best of times and the worst of times - The San Diego Union-Tribune

"Schorr's insider stories are worth the price of admission and many photos from his personal collection add a
special touch. An absolute must for Ford performance enthusiasts - Vintage Motorsport

"For Ford fans, as well as anyone wishing to learn more about a landmark period in American racing history,
this is a must-read book - Vintage Racecar



"Automotive journalist Martyn L. Schorr lived the heyday of Ford's Total Performance period of the 1960s
and early 1970s. He not only worked with the Ford folks to get the details behind the program and its cars, he
drove the cars when they were fresh out of the wrapper. Now, he's taken all of that experience and
knowledge and channeled it into this beautiful book. Not only was Schorr taking notes of Ford's performance
program, he was taking pictures. Many of his original images join Ford archival images to complement the
story for the complete package on Ford Total Performance." - Old Cars Weekly

`a Ford nut's dream come true! Well written, nicely illustrated and a real nostalgia trip.'

'a stunning encyclopaedia of the blue oval's attempt (and success) at performance domination on road, track, strip, salt, oval and
pretty much anywhere else, complete in its coverage and with stunning period and current photography. Ford fans should be
happy to immerse themselves in this'</span>

"Marty Schorr has fifty years worth of experience with performance cars. He also has fifty years worth of
photographs he took during that time. He shares them in this book – some which have been used before and
some which have not. For detail freaks it is a treasure trove. There have been a lot of books written about
performance Fords. We know, because we have a wall full of book shelves filled with them. We are happy to
add Marty Schorr's book to our shelf. If you're reading this review, you will be, too." - Shelby American

"Spiced with war stories and insights accumulated through years as a magazine editor, Schorr covers
everything from post - WWII hot rodding, time trials and street racing, to oval, rally, drag and Grand Prix
competition. You don't have to be a Ford fanatic to enjoy the inside stories..." - Houston Chronicle

About the Author

Martyn L. Schorr has a history with high-performance cars that dates back to the beginning of Ford's Total
Performance era over fifty years ago. He rode with Carroll Shelby and was at the press conference in New
York for the debut of the Lola-built Ford GT that became the GT40. Schorr drove the GT40 on streets of
New York City and went with Mickey Thompson in 1969 to Bonneville to set a book full of records. He
personally knew all the key players from Ford's racing program from his years as a magazine editor. Schorr
is the author of Motion Performance (Motorbooks, 2009).

Lee Holman is the son of John Holman and currently president of the legendary Holman & Moody. John
Holman's involvement in Ford performance and racing dated back to the 1950s when he worked for Bill
Stroppe and continued until Ford's retirement from racing in 1971.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Ayala:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We



all know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Ford Total Performance: Ford's Legendary
High-Performance Street and Race Cars has been making you to know about other understanding and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Ford Total Performance:
Ford's Legendary High-Performance Street and Race Cars is not only giving you far more new information
but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book.
Try to make relationship using the book Ford Total Performance: Ford's Legendary High-Performance Street
and Race Cars. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Dale Winsett:

The actual book Ford Total Performance: Ford's Legendary High-Performance Street and Race Cars will
bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In
the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Ford Total
Performance: Ford's Legendary High-Performance Street and Race Cars is much recommended to you you
just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Ronnie Johnson:

Ford Total Performance: Ford's Legendary High-Performance Street and Race Cars can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Ford Total Performance: Ford's Legendary High-Performance Street and
Race Cars although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Scott Manuel:

This Ford Total Performance: Ford's Legendary High-Performance Street and Race Cars is great guide for
you because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Ford Total Performance: Ford's Legendary High-Performance Street and Race Cars in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?
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