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Game analysis allows us to understand games better, providing insight into the
player-game relationship, the construction of the game, and its sociocultural
relevance. As the field of game studies grows, videogame writing is evolving
from the mere evaluation of gameplay, graphics, sound, and replayablity, to more
reflective writing that manages to convey the complexity of a game and the way
it is played in a cultural context.

Introduction to Game Analysis serves as an accessible guide to analyzing games
using strategies borrowed from textual analysis. Clara Fernández-Vara’s concise
primer provides instruction on the basic building blocks of game
analysis—examination of context, content and reception, and formal
qualities—as well as the vocabulary necessary for talking about videogames'
distinguishing characteristics. Examples are drawn from a range of games, both
digital and non-digital—from Bioshock and World of Warcraft to
Monopoly—and the book provides a variety of exercises and sample analyses, as
well as a comprehensive ludography and glossary.
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Game analysis allows us to understand games better, providing insight into the player-game relationship, the
construction of the game, and its sociocultural relevance. As the field of game studies grows, videogame
writing is evolving from the mere evaluation of gameplay, graphics, sound, and replayablity, to more
reflective writing that manages to convey the complexity of a game and the way it is played in a cultural
context.

Introduction to Game Analysis serves as an accessible guide to analyzing games using strategies borrowed
from textual analysis. Clara Fernández-Vara’s concise primer provides instruction on the basic building
blocks of game analysis—examination of context, content and reception, and formal qualities—as well as the
vocabulary necessary for talking about videogames' distinguishing characteristics. Examples are drawn from
a range of games, both digital and non-digital—from Bioshock and World of Warcraft to Monopoly—and the
book provides a variety of exercises and sample analyses, as well as a comprehensive ludography and
glossary.
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Editorial Review

Review
"As video games become increasingly important in our lives, the need for a guide towards a deeper
understanding of games as media experiences has never been greater. Introduction to Game Analysis
accomplishes this task brimming with depth, precision, and heart." ?Mikael Jakobsson, Comparative Media
Studies & MIT Game Lab

"With this volume, the field of game studies now has a thoughtful and comprehensive approach for how to
engage in meaningful critique of digital games. Fernández-Vara offers a multitude of theoretical and
analytical building blocks and frameworks to help writers produce well-honed critiques of games as well as
the social, cultural and technical contexts that surround them." ?Mia Consalvo, Concordia University

"In the best Socratic tradition, Clara Fernández-Vara teaches us to ask insightful questions about games. This
accessible manual for game analysis distills knowledge from the most recent game scholarship and will help
students at all levels to develop their critical eye and become articulate about video games." ?Susana Pajares
Tosca, IT University of Copenhagen

About the Author

Clara Fernández-Vara is Associate Arts Professor at the Game Center, New York University. She teaches
courses on videogame theory and game narrative, and works as a freelance game designer and writer. As a
researcher, her main interest is in exploring the integration of stories and gameplay, as well as developing
theoretical frameworks to understand games better.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Lee:

This Introduction to Game Analysis book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This kind of Introduction to Game Analysis without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical
in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Introduction to Game Analysis can bring whenever
you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even phone. This Introduction to Game Analysis having very good arrangement in word and layout,
so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Sandy Holiday:

Beside that Introduction to Game Analysis in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new



knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't
end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Introduction to Game Analysis because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have
book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

Shelia Lopez:

This Introduction to Game Analysis is new way for you who has interest to look for some information as it
relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you
who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Introduction to Game Analysis can be the light food for
you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself
in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the
item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.

Mary Parker:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This Introduction to Game Analysis can give you a lot
of pals because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Introduction to Game Analysis.
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